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PREFACE.

I~ laying before the world the present account of a Journey through
Mesopotamia, I feel a stronger assurance of its being acceptable to
the generality of readers, than I could venture to indulge on either
of the two former occasions on which I had to present to the public
eye the result of my researches and observations in other countries
of the East. The “TraverLs 1N PALEsTINE” appeared under the
greatest disadvantages: notwithstanding which, their success, and
the almost universal commendation they obtained, was as encou-
raging to future labours, as flattering in its approbation of the past.
The same unfavourable circumstances continued, when the « Tra-
VELS AMONG THE ARAB TRiBes” succeeded: but these also met
with a reception so favourable, as to make me think more lightly of
the obstacles which had hitherto impeded my progress than I had
before felt justified in doing.

These disadvantages no longer exist. A severe and patient in-
vestigation, extended through nearly four years, into the accu-
mulated and reiterated charges, by which the rivals as well as
enemies of my reputation had endeavoured to impress the world






PREFACE. X

and completed being fully explained in the Narrative itself, it is
only necessary to premise that it was performed without the plea-
sure and advantage of a European friend, companion, interpreter,
servant, or attendant of any sort; that the dress, manners, and lan-
guage of the country, were adopted, and continued throughout the
whole of the way; and that the utmost care was taken to ensure as
much accuracy as was attainable, by recording all the observations
that suggested themselves while fresh on the memory, and amid the.
scenes and events which gave them birth.

It would scarcely be imag-ined, by those who have not taken the
trouble to consult the authors whose accounts of this country exist,
how scanty and imperfect is the information they collectively con-
tain on the state and condition of Mesopotamia, even at the periods
in which they wrote. Whether it was, that the difficulty of pene-
trating across its desert tracts, which has always been considerables
occupied all the attention of travellers in providing for their perso-
nal safety—or, that journeying as subjects of a different nation, and
a different faith, they were unable to escape sufficiently from the
observation of those around them, to record their res;earches with-
out interruption—it is not easy to determine. Perhaps both of
these causes may have operated to prevent their bringing away with
them the ample details which it has been my good fortune to amass,
respecting the interior of this interesting region, through which I
travelled under all the advantages of respect and confidence from
those around me, and with sufficient leisure and safety to enjoy un-
molested opportunities of recording whatever appeared worthy of
observation, before one series of impressions was obliterated by a
succeeding train of objects and thoughts.

b






PREFACE. X1

on the way, to remain with little or no retrenchment: the op-
portunities of writing, which I ‘enjoyed during this protracted
journey, rendering it unnecessary to wait for further leisure, for
the - purpose of adding illustrations, or filling up the outline of
the Narrative written on the spot. Such as the Journal of the
Route, was, therefore, on terminating the Journey at Bagdad,
such is it now presented to the Reader; and if he should, from
this state of the Narrative, be enabled to enter more readily into
the views, and participate more freely in the feelings, of the writer,
it cannot fail to increase the pleasure of both.

The map of Mesopotamia, with a Sketch of the Author’s Route,
has been constructed by Mr. Sidney Hall, from the original notes
of bearings, distances, and time, recorded on the march; the Plan
and Views of the existing Ruins of ancient Babylon are from
the pencil of Mr. Rich, originally designed for his valuable and
interesting ‘Memoir, inserted in a Continental Work, under the
direction of Baron von Hammer, entitled « Les Mines de 1’Orient ;”
and the Illustrations at the Heads of Chapters, which embrace the
most- interesting of the many sketches taken on the journey, have
been drawn on the wood by Mr. W. H. Brooke, whose reputation,
in this department of graphic productions, is fully maintained by
his present labours, and engraved by the several individuals whose
names are placed opposite the respective subjects on the list ; while
the peculiarly perfect manner in which the impressions are taken
from the blocks, does much credit to the Printer.

Of the matter, style, and general literary character of the Work,
the Public will form their own estimate. It would be affectation
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in me to pretend, after the ordinary custom of the age, that I had
been persuaded, by the earnest solicitations of indulgent friends,
and in opposition to my own judgment, to give these materials
to the world; and on that ground to deprecate criticism, and seek
shelter from scrutiny. I candidly confess, that I have been in-
duced, by two more powerful considerations, to the execution of
my task; first, the general approbation with which my former
labours have been received ; and secondly, the desire, which never
forsakes me, of contributing—as far as my opportunities of ob-
servation, means of recording them, and capacity to render them
intelligible, admit—my full share towards that accumulating stock
of general instruction, which is now happily so largely drawn upon
by all classes of the community, through which philanthropy and
patriotism alike co-operate to encourage its diffusion. If this
Offering, which I now lay with pleasure, not unmixed with hope,
on the Altar of Public Information, be acceptable to those who
see, in the extension of Knowledge, the surest means of ame-
liorating the condition of mankind, I shall be abundantly rewarded.

J. S. BUCKINGHAM.

TAvisTOCK SQUARE,
FEeBRrUARY 5, 1827.
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TO THE BANKS OF THE EUPHRATES. 3

Mr. Vigoroux, a French gentleman, recently appointed consul for
Bussorah, in the Persian Gulph, and whom I had seen some months
before at Alexandria, in Egypt, had gone by the same way not more
than ten days before my arrival at Aleppo; but accounts had al-
ready reached this, of certain arbitrary demands being made on him,
as a Frank or European traveller, by the governors of the different
stations on the road ; and Mr. Barker, the British Consul at this
city, spoke also of the route by Mardin and Mousul being extremely
troublesome and vexatious on account of such exactions, of which
he had heard much during his residence here.

My anxiety to enter upon the journey, and the faint prospect
which presented itself of any better occasion, determined me,
however, to accept this, whatever might be its disadvantages. I
accordingly obtained an introduction to a merchant of Mousul, named
Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhman, who was returning by this caravan to his
native city, with merchandize from the pilgrimage at Mecca. For
the respect which, as he said, he bore the English nation, from
having always traded with them until the decline of their commerce
at Aleppo, he consented to admit me into his party, the only con-
dition exacted of me being, that I should conform myself, in every
respect, to his advice and direction, and take no servant of my own
to disturb the good understanding of his personal dependants.
This was readily assented to, and it was stipulated, that I should
furnish my horse and its trappings only, and for the rest, that I
should be considered, in every respect, as one of the Hadjee’s own
family, as well for our general security from interruption on the road,
as for my own comfort, which was likely to be much increased by my
being placed on this familiar footing.

As it was thought that Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhman was a person of
too great respectability to accept for himself any sum of money, as
a eompensation for this favor, it was agreed between Mr. Barker the
Consul, on my part, and the Hadjee’s Factor at Aleppo, that I should
give, before our departure, the sum of 150 piastres to the chief camel-
driver of the Hadjee’s party, who would put my small portion of
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Barker’s family about noon, and, accompanied by his son, and one of
his native. assistants, named Nahoom, we assembled, with the friends
of Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhman, at a fountain on the public road, about
a mile from Mr. Barker’s country residence, in the environs of
- Aleppo. Having taken coffee here together, as a pledge of our

. future union, and watered our horses, we remounted and set out on
our way. The friends of each party still accompanied us for a few
miles on the road, when, at last, our final separation took place, with
many warm and friendly adieus, and we now felt ourselves to be
fairly on our journey.

Our route lay nearly north, along the eastern edge of the river
of Aleppo, which ran on our left. The only appearance of verdure
seen about its banks, is that created by the winding course of the
stream itself, the borders of which are fringed with trees and gar-
dens, very thickly planted. Beyond its immediate banks, the soil
is dry, and the hills bare and stoney throughout the whole of the
‘way to its source, which we reached about sun-set. Here several
winding streams, all rising from the same spring, watered ‘a small
hollow plain in which a Turcoman horde was encamped.

The form and arrangement of the tents of these people, and the
general aspect of the whole of their camp, was extremely different
from that of the Arabs, among whom I had so recently sojourned.
With the latter, it is the custom to have their tents mostly of an
oblong form, closed on three sides, and open on the fourth; made
altogether of hair cloth; and the several tents generally arranged in
the form of a great circle, for the sake of preventing the escape of the
animals confined within its limits. Here, among the Turcomans,
the form of most of the tents seemed nearly round, instead of oblong,
with a small door of entrance, instead of one entirely open front; or,
when otherwise, it was open only at one of the narrow ends, and not
at the side, with an awning, or porch, at the door-way. The roofs
of these tents were the only parts formed of hair cloth (of which
material the tents of the Desert Arabs are entirely made) ; the sides
.of these of the Turcomans being formed of matted reeds. Neither
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horizon, to shout and discharge a musket, which being at length
heard, the returning of the signal directed us to the spot.

We found a tent erected for the Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhman, and
his suite, in which the embers of a fire were still burning ; when,
taking shelter beneath it, we were welcomed by a cup of coffee and
the congratulations of friends, and sank, soon after, to repose.

May 28th.—Every individual of the caravan was seen stirring
with the earliest dawn; and as this was the first morning of our de-
parture from a station beyond the town, a considerable degree of
bustle prevailed among the servants and camel-drivers, and an equal
anxiety among the merchants or owners of the property embarked,
to see it safely laden, and to take care that nothing remained behind.

At sun-rise we were all in motion, to the number, perhaps, of four
hundred camels, which was thought rather a small caravan : the asses,
mules, and horses that accompanied it, might amount to another
hundred ; and the whole number of persons, including men, women,
and children, were about three hundred at least.

Our course had been nearly north, throughout the whole of the
preceding day, but it now bent towards the north-east, in pursuing
which direction we reached, in an hour after setting out, a village
called Oktereen. There was a smaller one, about a mile to the north
of it,which bore the same name, and both were at this moment inha-
bited by peasants who cultivated rich corn lands on a fine red soil,
and of great extent. The style of building in both of these villages,
like that of the ruined ones we had already passed, was remarkable,
each separate -dwelling having a high pointed dome of unburnt
bricks, raised on a square fabric of stone ; so that, at a little distance,
they resembled a cluster of bee-hives on square pedestals.

In the ~illage through which we passed, was a khan or caravan-
serai of Mohammedan construction, and good masonry, though now
seldom resorted to by travellers. Near it was a high round eminence,
enclosed by a circular wall, formed of very large masses of unhewn
stone, rudely put together without cement. This is called the
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account of the Abyssinians cutting steaks from a live ox, sewing
up the wound, and driving the beast on his journey, had always,
until now, appeared to me difficult of belief; not from the cruelty
of the act, for that would weigh but little with people of their
character, but from my conceiving that no animal could, after
being so treated, pursue its march. Here, however, I saw before me
a similar fact, one which I confess surprised me, but to which I
could not refuse credence, as it was confirmed by the evidence of
my senses.

In an hour from Oktereen, we came to another village of the
same name, each of these being called by that of the district
in which they stand. The pointed dome-tops to the dwellings were
" now no longer seen, all the houses being flat-roofed, with terraces.
As we stopped at this place to drink milk, we had an opportunity of
seeing the method followed by its inhabitants in making butter.
The milk is first put into a goat’s skin, without being scalded, and
a small space is left in this for air and motion ; the skin is then
hung by cords to a peg in the side .of the wall, or suspended to a
sort of sheers, formed by three poles, in the open court; it is then
pushed to and fro, until its motion in the skin shall have been suf-
ficient to churn it; when the watery part is thrown off, and the
thick part stirred by the hand until it becomes of the oiliness and
consistency required.* Such of the women as we saw here were really
handsome ; all of them were unveiled; and displayed blooming com-
plexions and agreeable features, not disfigured by stains of any
kind. As an additional charm, they were remarkably clean and well
dressed, with white or red trowsers, white upper garments, wreaths
of gold coin across their foreheads, and their long black hair hanging
in tresses over their shoulders.

* The Bedouin Arabs practise the same method.—¢ Dans une peau de chévre,
encore garnie de ses poils, ils mettent le lait, comme dans une outre. Une femme Be-
douine, aprés avoir fortement noué les deux bouts, et suspendu le tout & une branche
d’arbre, en secouant Poutre de toute sa force, parvient & faire le beurre."—CASTELLAN,
Meurs des Ottomans. t. vi. p. 60. '

C
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scarcely any other was heard in the caravan, as the Arabs speak
Turkish much more frequently than the Turks do Arabic, from the
superior ranks of the military and the government being filled by
Turks, who are too proud and too indolent to learn; while the
necessities of the others compel them to acquire the language of
their masters. v

We had scarcely left Shahaboor an hour behind us, before we
were alarmed by a troop of horsemen making towards the caravan,
in full speed, from the southward. The camels were widely scat-
tered, so much so, that there seemed to be a distance of nearlj
two miles between their extremes. The design of the enemy being
to attack and cut off the rear, all who were mounted rushed towards
that quarter, leaving only the men on foot, who were armed, to pro-
tect the other parts. The enemy. checked their horses, advanced,
retreated, wheeled, and manceuvred on the plain, with great skill ;
and, as they were all mounted on very beautiful animals, it formed
as fine a display of horsemanship as I had ever witnessed.

On the other hand, nothing could exceed the confusion and dis-
order which prevailed in our train. As there was no acknowledged
leader, a hundred voices were heard at once, all angry at not being
attended to; the women and children shrieked, the asses brayed at
the noise of other animals, and the men set up the wildest shouts
of defiance. When our enemies, however, betrayed fear, it was the
moment chosen by those attacked, to affect courage; and, accord-
ingly, all who were dismounted, young and old, came out from
among the camels, behind which they had before taken shelter : and
those who had muskets without powder, of which there were several,
borrowed a charge or two of their neighbours, and idly wasted it in
the air. There were at least two hundred balls discharged in this
way, in the course of the hour that the Turcomans harassed us by
changing their apparent point of attack, and ﬂymg round us with
the velocity of the wind.

This skirmish had, at least, the effect of exciting exaggerated
ideas of our force, and.of inducing the.enemy to abandon their
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march ;* and others discharged their pieces in the air. This dis-
play of warlike disposition at length terminated in occasioning two
or three frays in the caravan, by exciting disputes, as to who had
been the foremost and the bravest among them, in repelling the
late attack : the consequences were serious, for not less than.five
persons were, more or less, hurt or wounded in this affair among
friends; though not one had received any injury in the attack of
the enemy.

On leaving the Waadi Sajoor, and ascending a gentle hill, we
continued, again, our easterly course, over plains of great extent and -
fertility, seeing, to the north of us, low chalky hills, and losing sight
of the range of Mount Taurus altogether. ,

About one o’clock we reached a small village called Zemboor, -
near which we halted on an elevated ground, and encamped for the
night, for the sake of the supply of water, which the wells here
afforded us. There were, at this place, nearly as many tents as
houses. The chief himself dwelt in one of the former, of a very
large size, supported by sixteen small poles, in four rows of four

* Thehabit of chaunting rude songs, on occasions of joy or of danger, has, we find,
prevailed, from the remotest antiquity, among all barbarous nations. Tacitus, speak-
ing of the ancient Germans, has the following passage :—¢ The Germans abound with
rude strains of verse, the reciters of which, in the language of the country, are called
Bards. With this barbarous poetry, they inflame their minds with ardour in the day of
action, and prognosticate the event, from the impression which it happens to make on
the minds of the soldiers, who grow terrible to the enemy, or despair of success, as the
war-song produces an animated or a feeble sound. Nor can their manner of chaunting
this savage prelude be called the tone of human organs; it is rather a furious uproar—
a wild chorus of military virtue. The vociferation used upon these occasions is uncouth
and harsh ; at intervals, interrupted by the application of their bucklers to their mouths,
and, by the repercussion, bursting out with redoubled force.”—Manners of the Germans.
Murphy’s Translation. Xenophon likewise relates, in the Fourth Book of the Ana-
basis, that, on an occasion of rejoicing, the Mosyncecians, a barbarous people on the
Euxine, expressed their satisfaction by dancing and singing in a wild manner :—* Cut-
ting off the heads of the slain, they shewed them both to the Greeks and to the Mosy-
ncecians, their enemies (the nation was divided into two hostile tribes) ; dancing, at the
time, and singing a particular tune.”
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rest, where we halted for the rear of the caravan to come up with
us. We alighted at the tent of the Chief, for here, as in many
of the other villages that we had passed, the tents were almost as
numerous as the houses, and formed by far the most comfortable
dwellings. The whole of these settlements were called by the
general name of Barak, from the plain on which they stood, and -
were all inhabited by Turkish peasants, who cultivated a fertile soil,

which now promised them an abundant harvest. _

This great Plain, as it is called, was under the direction of the
Sheikh, who received the tax from his people, and paid it to the
Pasha of Aleppo, and who pitched his tent at different periods near
all the villages and wells of his territory in succession. When we
alighted at his tent-door, our horses were taken from us by his son,
a young man well dressed in a scarlet cloth benish, and a shawl of
silk for a turban. The Sheikh, his father, was sitting beneath the
awning in front of the tent itself, and when we entered, rose up to
receive us, exchanging the salute of welcome, and not seating him-
self until all his guests were accommodated.

The tent occupied a space of about thirty feet square, and was
formed by one large awning, supported by twenty-four small poles
in four rows of six each, the ends of the awning being drawn out
by cords fastened to pegsin the ground. Each of these poles giving
a pointed form to the part of the awning which it supported, the
outside looked like a number of umbrella tops, or small Chinesespires.
The half of this square was open in front and at the sides, having
two rows of poles clear, and the third was closed by a reeded parti-
tion, behind which was the apartment for the females, surrounded
entirely by the same kind of matting.

It thus gave a perfect outline of the most ancient temples, and
as these tents were certainly still more ancient as dwellings of men,
if not as places of worship to gods, than any buildings of stone, it
struck me forcibly on the spot, as a probable model from which the
first architectural works of these countries were taken. We had
here an open portico of an oblong form, with two rows of columns of

D
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knowledge, our reception there no less exactly corresponded to the
picture of the most ancient manners, of which we have any detail.
When the three angels are said to have appeared to Abraham in the
plains of Mamre, he is represented, as sitting in the tent-door in the
heat of the day.* “And when he saw them, he ran to meet them
from the tent-door, and bowed himself towards the ground.” «And
Abraham hastened into the tent, unto Sarah, and said, ¢ Make
ready quickly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes
upon the hearth.” And he took butter and milk, and the calf which
he had dressed, and set it before them, and he stood by them under the
tree, and they did eat.” When inquiry was made after his wife, he
replied, « Behold, she is in the tent.” And when it was promised
him, that Sarah should have a son, it is said, “ And Sarah heard in
the tent-door, which was behind him.” The angels are represented,
as-merely passengers in their journey, like ourselves: for the rites of
hospitality were shewn to them, before they had made their mission
known. At first sight they were desired to halt and repose, to wash
their feet, as they had apparently walked, and rest beneath the tree,
while bread should be brought them to comfort their hearts. “ And
after that,” said the good old Patriarch, “ shall ye pass on, for there-
Jore are ye come unto your servant;” so that the duty of hospitality
to strangers seems to have been as well and as mutually understood
in the earliest days, as it is in the same country at present.

The form of Abraham’s tent, as thus described, seems to have
been exactly like the one in which we sit ; for in both, there was a
shaded open front, in which he could sit in the heat of the day, and
yet be seen from afar off; and the apartment of the females, where
Sarah was, when he stated her to be within the tent, was immediately -
behind this, wherein she prepared the meal for the guests, and from
whence she listened to their prophetic declaration.

I have noted these points of resemblance, chiefly because the

* See Genesis, chap. 18, where the interview is described.
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recognizing this disgraced individual, when Mr. Maseyk, asking him
if he had known him before, he replied with indignation, “ Yes, is
it not the wretch who defiled our tent ?*

Their custom of curing a fever, is to sew the patient tightly up
in the hot skin of an ox, freshly flayed for the occasion ; afterwards
to cover him with blankets and carpets, and then, sometimes, even
to sit upon him until he is in danger of suffocation. It often hap-
pens, however, from the strength of his constitution, that the patient
recovers even after this rude treatment. :

Their women, who are in general fair, ruddy, and handsome,
neither disfigure themselves by blue stains, nor veil themselves, after
the manner of the Arabs. The jealousy of the men, regarding their
honour, is, however, still stronger. Mr. Maseyk, who, it should be
added, is a Dutch merchant of the highest respectability, and has
resided at Aleppo for forty years, and made journeys through every
part of the surrounding country, told me an instance in proof of
this, which I should scarcely have believed, if I had not heard it from
his own mouth.

Two young persons of the same tribe, loved each other, and were
betrothed in marriage: their passion was open and avowed, and
known to all their friends, who had consented to their union, and
even fixed the period for its celebration. It happened, one evening,
that they met, accidentally, alone, but in sight of all the tents: they
stopped a moment to speak to each other; and were on the point
of passing on, when the brothers of the girl perceiving it, rushed
out, with arms in their hands, to avenge their disgrace. The young
man took to flight, and escaped with a musket-wound; but the

* D’Arvieux and Niebuhr both allude to this singular trait of manners among the
Arabs. The latter, in his ¢ Description de I'Arabie,” 4to. p. 27, gives a very extraor-
dinary anecdote of an opposite kind : but he adds, in alluding to the general abhorrence
excited by this indiscretion, or offence,—¢ Dans quelques tribus entre Basra et Hilep
I'impolitesse dont je parle est si choquante, que celui & qui elle échappe une fois, sert
pour toujours de jeu et de risée aux autres: on assure méme, qu'un des Bell¢dsjes, sur
les frontiéres de Perse, fut contraint de quitter sa tribu par cette seule raison.””
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known to Mr. Maseyk, who related it; that he did so in the pre-
sence of many other persons born in Aleppo, and acquainted, by
report, with the fact; and that the veracity of the narrator may be
regarded as unquestionable.

When we remounted, to quit the hospitable tent of the Sheikh
of Barak, we continued our way, on a course of east-north-east, over
an unequal plain of less fertility than usual, being composed of a
whitish dry soil, interspersed with scattered eminences of a chalky
appearance. From some of these we again saw the high range of
Taurus, now seeming to stretch from west to east, more lofty than
before, and, in some parts, completely sheeted over with unbroken
snow ; so that these points, at least, were probably higher than any .
part of Lebanon. N

In about an hour, gradually descending, we came to a valley
through which ran a stream called Nahr-el-Kahareen, having its
sources in the northern mountains, and flowing from hence, south-
easterly, into the Euphrates. It was here about thirty feet broad,
its current running at the rate of a mile-and-a-half per hour, and its
stream too deep to be forded. Its waters were of a dull yellowish
colour, from the soil over which their course lay ; but soft, and of a
sweet taste. -

We crossed this river by a lofty and narrow bridge, of three
pointed arches, apparently a modern work ; after which we continued
to ascend, for half an hour, over a white dry ground, when we came
again to a plain, of great extent and fertility, the soil of which was a
fine brown mould, and nearly the whole of it covered with corn.
When at the summit of this gentle ascent, which brought us to the
top of the plain, we saw a Turkish tomb, with two white domes, on
the left of the road; and, on the right, directly opposite to it, were
some humbler graves, the upright stones of which were marked with
a cross, deeply cut, so that they probably contained the bodies of
some Christian passengers, who had died on the road, and whose
surviving friends had placed no other memorial of them there, than
the emblem of the faith in which they had lived.
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caped on the preceding day, in consequence of our being so widely
scattered, the caravan had made to-day an equally straggling and
disorderly march. One division of it halted at least two miles be-
fore us, and another part was nearly half that distance behind us;
while we preferred the vicinity of these dwellings, for greater
safety, and the supplies of a peopled spot. Here, as we had noticed
in other Turcoman villages, were as many tents as houses; a
burying-ground, with: turbanned tomb-stones, and inscriptions in
the Turkish language ; and, near the village, in the plain below, was
a high, oblong, artificial mound, like an ancient tumulus, from the
summit of which we obtained the first sight of the bed of the
Euphrates, a few miles only to the eastward of our halting-place.
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bank being steep, and its western one flat where we crossed it, the
rapidity of its current was very different on opposite sides. On the
west, its rate was less than two miles an hour; in the centre, it was
full three; and between that and the eastern shore, it ran at the rate
of more than four miles an hour. Its greatest depth, as judged by
the immersion of the large oars, which often touched the bottom,
did not seem to be more than ten or twelve feet. Its waters were
of a dull yellowish colour, and were quite as turbid as those of the
Nile; though, as I thought at the time, much inferior to them in
sweetness of taste. 'The earth, with which it is discoloured, is much
heavier, as it quickly subsided, and left even a sediment in the bot-
tom of the cup, while drinking ; whereas the Nile water, from. the
lightness. of its mould, may be drank without perceiving such depo-
sit, if done immediately on being taken from the river.

. The people of Beer are, in general, aware of the celebrity of their
stream, and think it is the largest in the world. It still preserves
its- ancient name, with very little corruption, being called by them
Shat-el-Fraat, or the River of Fraat.*

exceeded not two hundred common paces ; though lower down, upon the plain, it spread,
he observes, to the width of five or six hundred paces, at the time of its increase. Travels,
vak i.p 108—112. The same traveller mentions a tradition, which ascribes the building
the fortress of Beer to Alexander the Great; and adds, that there were, in his time,
three other remarkable fortresses in the neighbourhood. Nedgem, to the east; Sou-
roudge, to the north-east ; and Kalai-Roum, a day’s journey to the west. He observes,
also, that the Vale of Olives, not far from the town, abounded in springs of water; and
in fruit-trees. -

* Josephus says, in his description of the four rivers of Paradise ; ¢ The Euphrates
and the Tigris fall into the sea of Erythras; the Euphrates is called Phora (POPA),
which signifies, by one derivation, Dispersion, and by another, a Flower; but the
Tigris is named Diglath- (AIFAA®), an appellation which indicates skharp and
narrow.” Ant. Jud. lib. 1. c. 1. 5.3. On this passage, which is givenin the translation
of Dr. Vincent’s < Commerce and Navigation of the Ancients,” that . writer has the
following note.

¢ Phora, however, in some manuscripts, is written Phorath, like Diglath, and is in
reality the modern name Phorith, Phorat, Forét, Frat. It has two derivations from
the Hebrew = or 279, Phar or Pharatz, to spread, which indicates (sxsdzouov or) dis-
persion, or M9, Pharah, to produce fruit or flowers (&vos).

!
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assented to its being in Hind-el-Juany, or the Innermost India. It
is true, that it is said “to compass the whole land of Ethiopia;”
but Herodotus speaks of Indian Ethiopians in his time ; and, among
the early writers, the word Ethiopia was applied to the country of
the black people generally.*

The Euphrates seems to have been thought even superior to the
Nile, by a writer, the scenes of whose history were occasionally on
both. In describing a communion between Abraham and his God,
amid the darkness of the evening, he says,—“ In the same day God
made a covenant with Abraham, saying,—Unto thy seed have I
given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the Great River, the
river Euphrates.”+ It deserves this distinctive appellation, in con-
trast with rivers generally, though not with the Nile; which may
be considered as equally great, whether from the length of its course,
or the celebrity of the ancient cities which stood upon its banks.

- I made many inquiries here, after the ruins of Hierapolis, now
called Yerabolus, but no one knew of such a place, although it is
certainly less than a short day’s journey from this town. I should
have thought it might have been at a spot called Khallet-el-Room,
or the Roman Castle,} said to be four hours’ distance up the river,
were it not that, from the course of Maundrell’s journey from Aleppo
to that place, it would appear to have been to the southward of this.

The principal stations spoken of, between this and Bussorah, are
Anah, the ancient Anatho,§ Hit, and Hillah; the former, perhaps,
the country of the Anakites—the second, of the Hittites—and the

# <« Can the leopard change his spots, or the Athiop his skin ?”

+ Genesis, chap. xv. v. 18.—The Kennizzites, spoken of in the next verse, may
possibly be the great tribe of the Annazies, who occupy all the western banks of the
Euphrates, and the eastern frontier of Syria, to this day.

-+ This is said to be the ancient Zeugma, so called from the Grecian term, signify-
ing a Bridge, and not a Bride, as erroneously printed. This was the great passage for
the Roman armies into Mesopotamia ; and opposite to it, on the east side of the river,
was a small town called Apamea.—Kinneir’s Persia, p. 816. It is the Kalai-Rount
mentioned by Otter.—See Note, p. 29.

§ Gibbon, vol. iv. p. 164.
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itself, the bank is, in some parts, a éteep beach of broken fragments of
stone, and in others a high chalky cliff.

The town of Beer may contain about four hundred houses, and
from three to four thousand inhabitants. It has five mosques, with
tall minarets; a public bath, a caravanserai, a few coffee-houses,
and a small, but ill-supplied, bazar. Its western front is washed by
the edge of the river, so that the walls of the houses form its defence
on that face; and on the other three sides, towards the land, it is
encompassed by a good wall of Saracenic work, disfigured in some
places by later Mohammedan repairs. As this has been, no doubt,
a general pass from Syria into Mesopotamia, for many ages, it was
necessarily an important position, both in a military and commer-
cial point of view; and sufficient marks of fortification and building
remain, to shew that it had long been so considered.

As the town itself stands on the side of a very steep hill, there
are perpendicular cliffs within and around it, in different directions.
In these are a number of large caves, and smaller grottoes ; none of
which, as far as I could examine them, appeared to be sepulchral ;
so that they may be carried up to as high an antiquity as any other
Troglodyte habitations. The cliffs are in general of a hard chalky
substance, and have furnished the materials for the buildings in the
town ; many of the quarries being now caves, closed with a wall of
masonry in front, and used as dwellings by the present inhabitants.
The houses, and the rocky slope on which they stand, present, from
the opposite side of the river, a mass of glaring white, which is pain-
ful to look upon in the sun.

In the centre, on a height of the rock, stands an old ruined for-
tification ; and all along the north end of the town, where a per-
pendicular cliff faces the water, are the walls and towers of a large
castle, incorporated with the cliff itself, and presenting, even now,
in its state of great dilapidation, an imposing aspect. These are
said, anciently, to have contained some curious engines of war, and
other antiquities, hastily seen and described by Maundrell. Some
of the persons to whom we addressed our inquiries here, regarding

F
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Saracens. They were always executed by these last, however, with
an approximation to the pointed arch, and in a way to be easily dis-
tinguished from those of the Roman age. Around the battlements,
I observed, also, a sort of frieze, formed of large fleur-de-lys reversed;
but whether this ornament had any reference to the defeat of the
Christian powers, who bore it among their emblems during the time
of the crusades, it would be difficult to determine.

There were here, also, as in most old Mohammedan fortresses,
many circular stones jutting out from the walls, like guns projecting
through the closed port of a ship’s side; and on all these were in-
scriptions in relief, for which purpose they seemed to have been
placed there. In the oldest buildings this is the use to which they
are applied, and this was, no doubt, their original intention ; though
in some, perhaps later buildings, fragments of granite and marble
pillars have been used, to project from the walls in this way, when the
buildings were erected near the site of any ruined city, and were thus
already formed to the builder’s hands; but their ends were not
‘then used as inscriptive tablets.

Around the whole of the front of the eastern gate was a long
band of smooth stone, containing an inscription in characters of high-
relief, and well cut; but it was in such ancient complicated forms
that none of our party could understand it, although we had many

who could read the old Cufic character with facility, and who un-
derstood the most learned style of Arabic in use at the present day.

Beer is under the dominion of the Pasha of Orfah, and is governed
by an Aga, who has only a few personal attendants, and no troops.
The sum paid on the entrance of goods from Syria, is four piastres
and a half, or about half a Spanish dollar per camel-load, of whatever
commodity ; one hundred paras, or about half-a-crown sterling per
head, is also demanded from all Christians returning from the pil-
grimage to Jerusalem, and crossing the Euphrates into Mesopotamia,
of which there were several in our caravan.*

* According to Olivier, the passage of the Euphrafes at Bir (as it is spelt by him)
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ant vessel by clasping their arms around it; neatr to one extremity,
till their hands lock together beneath it, throwing their thighs more
loosely over the sides near the other end. By the simply propelling
motion of the feet, and the occasional use of one of the hands, as an
oar or rudder, they get across faster than the largest boats, and with
much less loss of way from the force of the stream.*

The language of Beer is almost entirely Turkish, by far the
greater portion of the inhabitants not even understanding Arabic.
The dress of the men is nearly the same as at Aleppo; and among
them are quite as great a proportion of green-turbanned Shereefs.t
It would seem remarkable that these immediate descendants of the
Prophet should be so numerous throughout the northern parts of
Syria, where neither himself nor any of the family of his own times
ever reached, while they are so comparatively few in Yemen and the
Hedjaz, his native country, and the scene of his principal exploits,
were it not known that this honour is as frequently purchased by
money as any other distinction in the Turkish empire. The women
of Beer dress like those of Asia Minor, and among the few that I
saw loosely veiled, were some as fair as the women of southern Eu-
rope, with more healthy ruddiness of colour.

We passed our evening on the summit of the hill above the

* On this singular practice, Monsieur Rousseau has the following passage :—

¢ Tous les voyageurs ont parlé avec surprise de la coutume qu’ont les Arabes de
ces contrées, de faire de trés-longs trajets a la nage, au moyen d’une outre enflée qu’ils
s'attachent au ventre. Cette outre n’est autre chose qu’une peau de chévre dont ils
cousent exactement toutes les ouvertures, excepté celle d’une jambe, par laquelle ils
soufflent cette peau jusqu'a ce qu’'elle soit remplie d'air et bien tendue ; ensuite ils tor-
tillent cette partie, et la tiennent bien serrée. Aprés cette préparation, ils se dépouil-
lent nus, font un paquet de leurs habits qu'ils attachent sur I’épaule, et se posent a
plat sur Poutre; de cette maniére ils voguent trés-lestement a fleur d’eau, en remuant
les pieds et se gouvernant avec les mains, tandis qu'ils tiennent a la bouche leur pipe
toute allumée. Ce que je viens de dire ne regarde pas les hommes seulement, on voit
aussi trés-souvent des troupes nombreuses de femmes et de jeunes filles, se transporter
d’un rivage a l'autre sur leurs ballons enflés, et faire retentir I'air de leurs chants pen-
dant la traversée.”

4+ Pretended lineal descendants of the Prophet Mohammed.
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town ; where, while we smoked our pipes on the grass, and drank the
cool freshness of the western breeze, we were gratified with the most
agreeable prospect. Immediately before us were the walls, the
towers, and the broken turrets of the Saracenic Town and Castle,
with a bright moon throwing her silver touches along the line of its
battlements, and .producing the finest contrast between the dark
outline of their ragged points, and the clear blue sky, on which they
were so distinctly traced. Beyond the eastern wall, the camels of
the caravan were dimly seen, the twilight of the broad shade in
which they reposed, being still more darkened by the smoke of the
fires, around which their drivers had assembled to sing away their
cares. Behind us, was a white chalky valley, with abrupt cliffs on
either side, and well wooded throughout with thick foliaged trees.
Before us, at our feet, flowed the majestic Euphrates, winding its
way through innumerable little islets. The stream was bordered, on
its eastern side, by a narrow slip of plain, filled with productive gar-
dens; but from its opposite bank, towards the horizon of the west,
the eye ranged over a level tract of land, without a marked feature
or a prominent object to be seen throughout its illimitable extent.
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concluded that, for some mutinous conduct there, I had been obliged
to seek my safety in flight, I now threw myself upon the clemency
of the Governor, as a brother soldier—pleaded poverty from my
being obliged to escape in haste, but put twenty-five gold roobeahs,
or about sixty shillings sterling, into his hand, at the time of my
kneeling to kiss it, and this in so secret a manner, that no one could
see the gift or claim a share. I was then ordered to be set at liberty
immediately, and, distributing a few piastres among the servants,
was quickly mounted and soon rejoined the caravan.

From the top of the hill above the town, we went onward in
nearly an eastern direction, over a hard chalky soil, producing a
long slender grass, and cultivated but very slightly in scattered
patches. We saw here many large vultures, and some common
hawks. The aspect of the country was dull and uninteresting, as
there was neither mountain, valley, nor even plain ; the whole being
an unequal surface, like the high and long waves of a deep sea
when subsiding from a tempest into a calm,—and not a tree any
where in sight to relieve the monotony of the scene.*

As the animals and their guides were equally fatigued with the
exertion of getting clear of the town this morning, our march did
not exceed five hours, when we halted in a grassy dell to encamp
for the night. The only place at which water could be procured,
was from a cistern or tank, near.a small hamlet, upwards of a mile
off. From thenceit was brought by asses, but we could obtain from
its inhabitants no other supplies of refreshment.

As we were now reduced to our own resources, our supper con-

sisted of boiled wheat, warm bread, baked on a fire of camels’ dung

* The description given of the Plains of Mesopotamia, by Xenophon, is strikingly
;accurate. ¢ The country was a plain thfoughout, as even as the sea, and full of worm-
wood : if any other kind of shrubs or reeds grew there, they had all an aromatic smell ;
but no trees appeared. Of wild creatures, the most numerous were wild asses, and not
a few ostriches, besides bustards and roe-deer, (antelopes,) which our horsemen some-
times chased.” He then gives a lively description of the mode in which the pursuit
-was conducted, and its general result.—See the Anabasis, book-i.

G
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power of a parent, he  exclaimed, “ Bring her forth, and let her be’
burnt ;”* so that the same jealousy of injured honour, and the same
openness with which women appeared before men, existed then, as
are still found here among the people now. The contrary customs
and manners, which prevail in towns, may be considered, perhaps, as
an -effect chiefly produced by the seclusion which forms a constant
part of the Mohammedan treatment of women.

From this camp, we went on for about an hour and half, when
we came to a large cistern, constructed for the reception of rain-
water ; where we did not find enough, however, to supply our party.
It was a reservoir of a circular shape, excavated out of the rock, to a
depth of twenty feet below the surface, and was descended to by a
flight of steps, hewn down also to that depth. The whole was stuc-
coed over on the inside, and it was both a useful and a well-executed
work. It is called Saireej Kairaat.

About an hour beyond. this, we came to a second reservoir, in a
spot called Char Merz, where we encamped for the day.

June 3rd.— We departed again with the setting moon, and had
lightning and slight showers of rain, which made our way dark and
disagreeable until the day broke. Our course was a point or two to
the southward of east, and this brought us, at day-light, to a large
reservoir for rain-water, with a place for prayer near it.

We were now come into a more uneven country than before :
the height of many of the eminences gave them the character of
hills; and they were, throughout, formed of lime-stone rock, of a
rounded surface, and generally barren. In the vallies, were some
few patches of cultivated ground, and the rest was covered with a
long wild grass. This furnished sufficient provender, not only for
the camels, but for.all the mules and asses of our caravan, the horses
only requiring corn. In our progress, the road became more stony
and bare as we advanced, till, about ten o’clgck, we turned out of

* See Genesis, chap. xxxviii. v. 24.
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been tolerably regular, but was gradually on the advance. The air
was extremely dry and light, and the additional heat was, no doubt,
partly caused by this, and by the bareness of the earth’s surface.
During the day, our skies were clear in the zenith, but marked by
lines of white clouds all around the horizon ; and our nights were
beautifully pure and brilliant, with the exception of the last night
only, which was clouded between midnight and day-break. At sun-
rise, we had the thermometer at 78°; at noon, it was 102° in the
sun, and 96°' in the shade of the tent; at sun-set,it stood at 88
and at midnight, at 76". During the day, we had strong winds
from the north, which considerably tempered the air, as these
winds came from the lofty snow-clad ridge of Taurus; and, during
the night, it was generally calm, without the slightest perceptible
fall of dew, which contributed much toward preserving an equal
temperature. There was, indeed, a freshness in the air, both by
day and night, which made it as agreeable as we found it
healthy. '

In the course of the evening, several horsemen alighted at our
tent, and were served with the cup of hospitality, as passengers on
their way. We at first suspected them to be the spies of some
Turcoman troop in the neighbourhood, who had come among us to
ascertain our force. They all told the same story, representing
themselves as adventurers from Diarbekr, going to seek military
service at Aleppo and Damascus. We found this afterwards to be
true; for, soon after they had left us, there passed a caravan going
to Beer, the leaders of which confirmed to us the truth of their
statement, and set our minds at rest. Our condition, indeed, was
now more defenceless than before, and gave sufficient reason for
~ alarm, since more than half the caravan, including the lightly:laden
beasts, and the horsemen, who were merely passengers without
goods, had gone on to Orfah, and left here but a small party encam
ed with us. , :

My host, Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhman, having made friends among
those who had left us, by his hospitable treatment of them on the

' H
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road, they were grateful enough to return it, by sending out.to us,
from the town, a very excellent supper, composed of at least fifty
dishes, besides two mules laden with ices for making iced sherbets,
some white mulberries, quinces, and other fruits, forming altogether
a meal and dessert for a soverelgn

We continued up late, in the enjoyment of as much festwlty as
our means would afford, by hearing the rude music and songs of
some, and clapping our hands to the dances of others of our camel-
drivers, around a blazing fire. We surrounded this circle, formed by
the animals themselves, who, on being driven in from the hills where
they feed, are made to kneel down, and are generally arranged in a
circular form around the horses, the merchandize, and the people of
the caravan, as an outer barrier for general security. Here, though
our guards were set on the outposts of the camp, and we had each
to relieve the watch in our turn, we sang and danced away our
cares, and were as happy as the most sumptuous banquets or gor-
geous palaces could have made us
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formed, invariably, of the little arched niche, so constantly repeated
in Arabic and Turkish architecture. They were here, however, in
every instance, reversed, with their points downwards; but whether
such a reversion of this common ornament, in being peculiarly ap-
plied to the sepulchres of the dead, had any reference to the change
of state, as well as habitation, of the beings whose remains they
contained, I could not learn.

Among these tombs, I saw, for the first time, military trophies
depicted. The inner surfaces of the head and footstones of the
graves, which fronted each other, were flat; and these were inscribed
with many lines, both in Turkish and in Arabic. The letters were
cut in high relief, in some gilded on a white ground, and in others
painted in black on a green ground; the former, as it was ex-
plained to me, being for virgins and youths, dying in a state of
innocence, and the latter peculiar to the‘ graves of shereefs, or other
persons distinguished for their piety; green being the holy colour of
the Prophet. The lines were engraved obliquely, or diagonally up-
wards, from the right to the left, in the manner of firmans, and other
state-writings ; and the characters were exceedingly well executed.
The outer faces of these same stones were convex; and on them
were generally represented various emblems, in gaudy colours.

It was on this part, beneath the turban at the top, that I saw
depicted a sword, a shield, a mace, a battle-axe, and other instru-
ments of war, as well grouped as the Roman devices of this kind
generally are. They were, however, very imperfectly executed, from
their being done in painting, an art of which the Turks are scarcely
yet in the infancy. The execution of the turbans was much better,
as they were wrought in sculpture ; and there were some variations
in the fashion of them, which decided the peculiar classes of society
to which the dead belonged, as certain forms are worn only by cer-
tain ranks of men. '

On arriving near the gate of the city, we turned down on the
left, and, crossing a small bridge over a rivilet, halted at the Khan
Koolah-Oghlee. This is a large caravanserai, set apart for the use
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This same stream was made contributary, also, to another conve-
nient purpose; all the cloaca being supplied from it with a branch
running under them, while it fed a little fountain in each, for the
filling a small square cistern, close by the left-hand of the person
sitting ; so that all impurities were carried off by the stream below,
and there was running water always at hand, in which to wash, sup-
plied from above. Another branch of this water filled a reservoir
without, from which a supply was procured by cocks, for the conve-
nience of those who might have occasion to use it only in passing.
The plan and the arrangement of the whole was excellent, and
the masonry of the building was well executed ; yet, from the natural
aversion of the Turks to labour, it was not so clean as, with all these
advantages, it ought to have been.

Our day was almost entirely passed in receiving visits, which
were chiefly from the most respectable merchants of the town;
and, in the evening, we had to attend a supper-party, formed for us
by the Hadjee’s friends. _ .

It was before sun-set that we assembled at the house of a green-
turbanned descendant of the Prophet, to the number of about
thirty persons. We were received in a very handsome room, with
gilded ceiling, carpeted divans, furnished with silk cushions, and
other marks of the occupier’s wealth. Among our party were the
two Indian fakirs, who knew their interest too well ever to desert
their patron, so that they constantly hung about his person.
These men, clad in a bundle of loose rags, scarcely holding toge-
ther, though bound with many cords and threads, and swarming
with vermin, from their never having changed their garments, or
perhaps washed their bodies, for the last three years, were seated
among the rest along the sofa, and served with exactly the same
attention as others of the company.

This practice of admitting the ragged and dirty to an equal
place with the well-clad and clean,—as well as that of suffering the
servants of the house to sleep on the divan at night, which equally
prevails among the Turks,—occasions the houses of the rich to be
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had just quitted, it was much more vivacious, and equally enter-
taining. '

The chief personages who figured in this assembly were two
Christians, returning, from the [Easter festival at Jerusalem, to
Mardin, called, by the Turks, Mokhoddesy, and not Hadjee; these
‘titles being ‘derivative from the respective places visited.* The

~names of these pilgrims were Eesa, or Jesus; and Abdallah, or the
Slave of God. The names of Jesus and Mohammed are borne only
by the followers of their respective prophets; but Abdallah is com-
mon both to Moslems and Christians, though less frequent among
the latter, where it is sometimes replaced by the:name of Abd-el-
Meseeah, or the Slave of the Messiah.

Eesa was crowned with a high-pointed bonnet, fringed at the
edge, gilded on-the sides, and adorned at the top with a bunch of
small tinkling bells. Abdallah made a still more grotesque figure,
as he was naked to the waist, and had contrived te decorate his
head with coloured .feathers and cotton wool, which, added. to the
blue “stains, (the symbols of the holy pilgrimage,) with which “his
body and arms were covered, gave him an appearance somewhat
between that of a savage Indian and an ancient Briton, as they are
generally represented to us. To complete the resemblance, these .
men threw themselves into the wildest attitudes, like those of the
aboriginal war-dance of America, and to as rude a music.

The band was composed of a drummer, who beat with the palm
and fingers of his hands on a large copper pan, turned bottom up-
wards, and a fifer, who blew into the upper end of a long cane,
holding it as a clarionet, and using six stops, as in a flute. These

_produced, as may be imagined, no sweet or seductive sounds, though

" ® The Arabic name of Jerusalem is El Khods, or the Holy: and, by the con-
“struction of the language, Mokhoddesy is a name formed to signify persons who have
visited it in pilgrimage. In the same manner, El Hadj is the Mohammedan name for
the pilgrimage to Mecca; Hedjaz, the name of the Holy Land ; and Hadjee, one who
has performed the pilgrimage.
¢
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Ju~e 5th.—Our khan was crowded this morning. by the arrival
of a caravan, after a journey of two days, from Diarbekr, destined

these spectacles, approaches them, perhaps, with modesty in her heart, but leaves them
a prey to impurity and intemperance. They move the senses, soften the heart, and
expel robust virtue from the honest breast.”—Epist. ad Donat. The Bathyllus, men-
tioned by Juvenal, was an Alexandrian, and, as some say, the freedman of Mecanas,
by whom he was subjected to unnatural pollution.—7acit. Ann. i. 54 This dance is
performed by women in Egypt, and was introduced into Spain by the Moors. -Volney
speaks of it as follows :—¢¢ C’est une representation licentieuse de ce que 'amour a de
plus hardi. C’est ce genre de dance qui, portée de Carthage & Rome, y annonga le
declin des mceurs republicaines, et qui depuis, renouvellée dans I’Espagne par les
Arabes, 8’y perpétue encore sous le nom de Fandango. Malgréla liberté de nos meeurs,
il serait difficile, sans blesser l’oreille, d’en faire une peinture exacte : c’est assez de dire
que la danseuse, les bras etendues, d’'un air passioné, chantant et s'accompagnant des
castagnettes qu’elle tient aux doigts, exécute, sans changer de place, des mouvemens de
corps que la passion méme a soin de voiler de 'ombre de la nuit.”—Voyages, t. ii. pp.
403, 404. The Fandango, as at present performed in Spain, is thus described by
Swinburne :—¢ Our evening ended with a ball, where we had, for the first time, the plea-
sure of seeing the Fandango danced. It is odd and entertaining enough, when they
execute with precision and agility all the various footings, wheelings of the arms, and
crackings of the fingers; but it exceeds in wantonness all the dances I ever beheld.
Such motions, such writhings of the body, and positions of the limbs, as no modest eye
can look upon without a blush! A good Fandango lady will stand five minutes in one
spot, wriggling like a worm that has just been cut in two.”—Vol. i. p. 70. < There
were, however, (at Cadiz,) many assemblies and balls of a lower class, where the Fan-
dango was danced a la ley, that is, in all the perfection it is capable of. Among the
gipseys, there is another dance, called the Manguindoy, so lascivious and indecent, that
it is prohibited under severe penalties; the tune is quite simple, little more than a con- .
stant return of the same set of notes : this, as well as the Fandango, is said to have been
imported from the Havannah, being both of negro breed.* I have been told that, upon
the coast of Africa, they exhibit a variety of strange dances, pretty similar to these.
Whatever may have been the birth-place of the Fandango, it is now so thoroughly natu-
ralized in Spain, that every Spaniard may be said to be born with it in his head and
heels: I have seen a child of three years of age dance it to the mother’s singing, with
steps and turns scarce to be credited in an infant of that age. Towards the close of the
great balls given heretofore in the theatre, when all the company appeared drooping
with fatigue and overpowered with sleep, it was a constant trick of the fiddlers to strike
up the Fandango. In an instant, as if roused from the slumbers of enchantment by the

* This is an error—they are of Moorish breed.
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to the weaker sex. Our constant passage from one quarter. of- the
town to another gave me, also, an opportunity of seeing much of its.
interior, which it would have been difficult for me to have done other-
wise, without a guide, and without the risk of exciting observation.

There was a liberality of conduct displayed towards me by my
kind protector, that deserves to be mentioned as peculiar to him. It
has been observed, that the term Hadjee is reserved for the true be-
lievers in the Koran only ; and that Christians, although they have
performed their pilgrimage to Jerusalem, are called Mokhoddesy,
from El Khods, or the Holy, the Arabic translation of the ancient
Hebrew, and present modern name. The salute of « Salam Alai-.
kom,” and its answer, « Alaikom Salam,” or, “ Peace be upon you,”
and, “ Upon you be peace,” is permitted to be given and received
by Moslems only; as well as the formula before commencing any
action, however trifling, « B’ism Illah el Rakhman el Rakheem.” In
the name of God, the great and the merciful.* My friend, however,
permitted me to be addressed as “ Hadjee Aga,” or, as we should say,
“ Sir Pilgrim,” by all those who did not know my name, and as
“ Hadjee Abdallah,” by those who did ; the latter being the name
under which I travelled. When I ate or drank, or washed, or filled
my pipe, I constantly repeated the Mohammedan formula ; and, on
closing the operation, whatever it might be, ended by the grave
¢ Al humd el Illah,” or, « To God be praise.” This was so far from
being thought an infringement on sacred privileges, that I never
failed to have the usual blessings of “ Aneeah,” after drinking; « El
Hawaf,” after washing ; or « Naiman,” after rising from sleep ; which
was given to me by every one of the party, individually, and re-
turned to them by the usual answers in the same way.

* « Jai lu que les Européens ont savamment recherché : num inter naturalis debiti
et conjugalis officii egerium liceat psallere, orare, &c. J’ignore ce que les Mahométans
ont écrit sur cette matiére ; mais on m’a assiiré, qu'accoutumés 2 commencer toutes leurs
occupations par ces mots, Bism allah errahman errachhim, ils disent la méme chose ante
conjugalis officii egerium, et qu'aucun homme de bien ne neglige cette priere.”— Niebuhr,
Description de U Arabie, 4to. p. 43. '
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- We went from thence to an enclosed cemetery, called also
Ibrahim el Kaleel, part of which was overhung by the rocky cliffs of
the eminence on which the castle stands, and the rest darkly shaded
by the interwoven branches of trees, literally impervious even to
the mid-day sun. Besides many dervishes, both at prayers and at
play, with chess-boards, shells, &c., there were also several parties
of females, most of whom were unveiled, as in a retreat too sacred
to be intruded on by men. We turned as abruptly from this as we
had done from the former scene; and after halting at some of the
coffee-houses in our way, we returned to our chambers in the khan.

We found here in waiting a servant of the Patriarch of the
Syrian church, who came to congratulate me, in his master’s name,
on my arrival at Orfah, and to say that, having been informed by
letters from Aleppo of my intended passage this way, his Reverence
was desirous of seeing me at his convent.

I accordingly accompanied this man to.the residence of his
master, towards the south-east quarter of the town, to which the
church and the burying-ground of the Christians is attached, and
which is surrounded chiefly by Christian dwellings. On being shewn
up into his room, I was received by a middle-aged personage, of more
natural tranquillity than affected gravity of appearance, who did not -
move from his place, as is usual on the entry of a supposed equal,
but desired me to seat myself opposite to him. His conversation
was in so low a tone of voice that it was with difficulty I could
understand it, although we were not ten feet apart: it turned
chiefly on news, and the state of affairs in general; for, he asked
about China, the New World, and the country of the Franks, all in
a breath, and seemed more ignorant of them all than any Arab I
had yet found.

We were soon relieved from this, by the entry of a Cawass, or
silver-stick bearer of the Moteséllem, the Turkish governor of the -
city, very gaily dressed as a Moslem soldier. My surprise was ex-
cited, when I saw him kneel and kiss the Patriarch’s hand, until I
was told, that though one of the Moteséllem’s personal guards, he

.
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serving the Patriarch, the same reverence was shewn to him as had
been done below. When the cup was given to him, or when it was
taken away, when his pipe was presented, or when he wiped his
mouth with a napkin after drinking, his hand was invariably kissed
by the priests who attended him.

Our supper was composed of several good dishes, and a bright
moon was the lamp by which we ate. Towards its close, a cannon was
discharged to announce the execution of a Janissary, that mode of
proclaiming their death being an honour reserved for their class, as
beheading is for the nobility in England, while inferior persons, not
belonging to this class, are here sent out of life without such a forma- .
lity. One of the priests having unfeelingly exclaimed, « Ah! there is
another child of the devil gone to his father’s bosom,” was followed by .
several others, saying, “ Al humd ul Illah,” or ¢« Thanks be to God;”
and all prayed rather for the destruction, and utter rooting out of
the Turks, than for their conversion to a purer faith. In this the
Patriarch did not actually join, nor did he, on the other hand, at all
rebuke it. It led to a conversation of the most fanatic and blood-
breathing kind, in which they seemed to pant only for an occasion
to persecute their oppressors with more than tenfold return for in-
juries received.

From the library of the Patriarch, a sort of General History was
then produced, describing in one volume the leading events of
the world, from Adam down to the first taking of Jerusalem by
the Mohammedans. This was written in the Arabic language, with
the Syriac character, and called therefore, “ Gurshoonee;” as the
Arabic and Syriac are distinct languages, having each a distinct cha-
racter, while in this dialect they are both mixed together. From
this book, some horrid details were read of the cruelties practised
on the Christians, and it was then asked, « What! if the occasion
offers, shall we not revenge ourselves ?” I answered, that the head
of that religion himself had said to his followers, “ Bless them
that persecute you, pray for them that despitefully use you;” and,
“if thine enemy smite thee on the one cheek, turn to him the other,
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or if he take away thy cloak from thee, give unto him thy coat
also.” All of them knew these passages of Scripture well enough,
but said they applied only to personal injuries, and not to those
inflicted on the cause of their holy faith ; an interpretation which,
however ingenious, served only to prove how pre-eminent are the
feelings of our nature over doctrines and precepts intended to coun-
teract them. '

The remainder of our evening was passed in theological dis-
Pputes, as bitter as they could well be, though between members of
the same church, and on points held to be unimportant, merely
appertaining to faith and doctrine, uniformity in which is consi-
dered far less essential than in ceremonial rites ; for all were consi-
dered by this party to be orthodox Christians, who made the cross
and took the sacrament in the same manner with themselves, how-
ever much they might differ from them in other respects.
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have been Orrhoi, now retained, with some little corruption, in Orfah,
or Urfah.*

Pococke says, « This place seems to have retained its ancient.
name, as many others have done,—Edessa being the name given to
it by the Greeks. However, the name of this city seems to have
been changed in honour of the Kings of Syria, of the name of An-
tiochus, and to have been called Antiochia.”+ The famous fountain
of Callirrhoe being here, distinguished this city from others by the
name of “ Antiochia ad Callirrhoen ;” and there are medals which
. were struck with this name, though, if it had not been explained by
Pliny, it would have been difficult to know what place was meant.}

Niebuhr, however, observes, that the Turks still call the district
here, El-Rohha ; because a city of the same name, which had been
for the most part ruined, was anciently the residence of the Pasha.§

For myself, I can confidently affirm that it is called Orfah by al/
the Turks, and by the greater part of the Koords and Arabs of the
surrounding country ; but Rohha by a few of the latter only, and
these chiefly Christians. I could meet with none, however, among
either, who were able to give a satisfactory reason for the retention
of this last name,—all of them believing that Orfah was its original
appellation in the time of Abraham’s dwelling here.||

* Compendium of Ancient Geography, v. i. p. 426.

4+ Pococke, vol. i., part i., c. 17, p. 159, folio.

1 ¢ Arabia supradicta habet oppida Edessam, que quondam Antiochia dicebatur,
Callirrhoen a fonte nominatam.”—Plin. Nat. lib. 5, 21.

§ Niebuhr, vol. ii. p. 332, 4to. ’

| Mr. Gibbon erred in supposing Edessa to have been only twenty miles beyond
the Euphrates, it being considerably more than that distance from the nearest part of
the river in a straight line.—Gibbon’s Decline and Fall, vol. i. c. 8, p. 335.

D'Anville says, that Edessa was placed in the lat. of 36°, and stood at the head of
the river Scirtas; the latest authorities make its latitude about 37° 10’ N.

This author adds, regarding its name :—¢On lit dans Pline, (ed. in folio, tome i.
p- 268, note 8,) parlant d’Edesse en Osroene, nunc vulgo creditur esse Orpha, et alio
rursum nomine Rhoa : sed verius citra Chaborem amnem, cui Orpha imposita est,
fuisse veteram Edessam putamus. Quoiqu'il soit commun dans I'usage vulgaire
d’appeller cette ville Orfa, cela n’empéche pas que son nom pur et sans altération ne
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It is asserted, that Edessa was re-edified, A. D. 545, by Justinian,
the great builder of churches to Saints in the East, and during his
reign was called, after him, Justinopolis. It was probably too the
* Antoniopolis, a city of Mesopotamia, mentioned by Ammianus Mar-
cellinus, and so called from the assassination there of Antoninus Bas-
sianus Caracalla. This son of the Emperor Severus—who killed his
brother Geta in his mother’s arms, married and lived publicly with
his own mother, slaughtered some thousands at Alexandria, for
jestingly calling him an (Edipus and his wife a Jocasta, and at last
assumed the name and dress of Achilles, proclaiming himself the
conqueror of provinces which he had never seen—was assassinated
at Edessa, by Macrinus, A.D. 217, in the forty-third year of his age,
and, on his body being sent to his wife Julia, she also stabbed her-
self on the spot.*

In the early ages of the Church, Edessa was famous for the pos-
session of a certain image, thought to represent the genuine features
of the Son of God, and held up as the Palladium of this honoured
city. After a long imprisonment in a niche of the wall, where it had
lain in oblivion for five hundred years, this image was released by
a bishop, and presented to the devotion of the people. Its first ex-
ploit was the deliverance of the city from the arms of the Persian
Chosroes Nushirivan; and it was soon revered, as a pledge of the
Divine promise, that Edessa never should be taken by a foreign
enemy. It had been exposed on the ramparts during the battle ;
and the final delivery of the city from its enemies was attributed
to its influence ; after which, the image itself was not only preserved
with respect and gratitude, but hymns were even addressed ‘to it in
the full choir of the church.t

law has promised the kingdom of heaven to the poor; and they will advance with more
diligence in the paths of virtue and salvation, when they are relieved, by my assistance,
from the load of temporal possessions.”—Gibbon, vol. iv. c. 23, p. 129.

* Lempriere’s Classical Dictionary.

-+ Gibbon, vol. ix. c. 49, p. 119.—The fallen fra.gments of another celebrated 1mage,

L
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It was then subjected to its present possessors, by the arms of
Zenghi, the son of Ascansar, a valiant Turk, who had been so avow-
edly the favourite of his sovereign Malek Shah, as to have the sole
privilege of standing on the right hand of his throne. Zenghi gave
the first pledge of his valour against the Franks, in the defeat of
Antioch. Thirty campaigns, in the service of the Khalif and the
Sultan, established his military fame; and he was invested with the
command of Mousul, as the only champion that could avenge the
cause of the Prophet. The public hope was not disappointed:
after a siege of twenty-five days, he stormed the city of Edessa,
and recovered from the Franks their conquests beyond the Eu-
phrates.*

This event is variously fixed in the years 1142—1144 ; and thirty
years afterwards, Salah-el-din, who had first come out from Armenia,

whom the Courtenay family of France, and now of England, are descended, first arose;
although a French knight of some opulence first founded the Castle of Courtenay,
about fifty-six miles to the south of Paris. From the reign of Robert, the son of Hugh
Capet, the Barons of Courtenay are conspicuous among the immediate vassals of the
crown; and Joscelin, the grandson of Atho and a noble dame, is enrolled among the
heroes of the first Crusade. He became attached to the standard of his cousin, Baldwin
of Bruges, who was the second Count of Edessa; and after the departure of his cousin,
Joscelin himself was invested with the county of Edessa, on both sides of the Euphrates.
After a holy warfare of thirty years, in which he was alternately a conqueror and a cap-
tive, he died like a soldier, in a horse-litter, at the head of his troops; beholding, with
his last glance, the flight of his Turkish invaders. His son and successor, of the same
name, while enjoying the peaceful luxury of Turbessel, in Syria, neglected the defence
of the Christian frontier beyond the Euphrates ; and it was in his absence from it that
Zenghi, the first of the Attabegs, besieged and stormed his capital, Edessa, and drove
Courtenay himself to end his days in the prison of Aleppo. The Countess Dowager of
Edessa retired to Jerusalem, with her two children: the daughter, Agnes, became the
mother of a king; the son, Joscelin the Third, accepted the office of Seneschal, the
first of the kingdom, and held his new estates in Palestine by the service of fifty knights.
His name appears with honour in all the transactions of peace and war, but he finally
vanishes in the fall of Jerusalem ; and the name of Courtenay, in this branch of Edessa,

was lost by the marriage of his two daughters with a French and a German baron.—
Gibbon, vol. ix. c. 61.

* Ibid. vol. xi. c. 59, p. 122.
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days; and two centuries afterwards, suffered equally from the
armies of Timur Beg, or Tamerlane.*

The changes which it has undergone since that period are not
easily to be traced. The earliest notice that I have met with of
Edessa, in comparatively modern works, is that contained in the
Travels of De Haiton. It is there called Rohais, and is said to be
a city of the kingdom of Abgar, to whom was sent the image of
Veronica, then at Rome.t This city is named, with the Euphrates,
as the most western boundary of Mesopotamia, and close to Harran,
the country from whence Abraham was called.] It is, therefore,
undoubtedly the Rahhah of the Arabs, and the Orfah of its present
governors, the Turks.

In the year 1644, it was passed through by Tavernier, on his
way from Aleppo to Ispahan. He says of it, “Orfah is the capital
city of Mesopotamia, built, as they say, in the place where Abraham
lived, and where stood the ancient Edessa, where the people of the
country report that King Abgarus held his court. There are still
to be seen the ruins of a castle, from whence, they add, that the same
king sent to Christ for his picture.”§

In the summer of 1738, our own celebrated traveller, Pococke,
visited it ; and, at that period, it seems to have arisen from a ruined
state to one of opulence—if the difference be not rather in the de-
tails of the narrators than in the state of the place itself. Tavernier
had said, “ The walls of the city are of freestone, with battlements
and towers, but within, the houses are small, ill-built, and ruinous ;
and there are several void spaces in the city, which makes Orfah to
look rather like a desert than a metropolis.”| Pococke, however:

* D’Anville sur I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 14
"+ Of the pictures chiefly venerated by the early Christians, the most ambitious
aspired to a fraternal relation with the Image of Edessa; and such is the Veronica of
Spain, or Rome, or Jerusalem.—Gibbon, vol. ix. ¢ 49, p. 120.
} From Bergeron’s Collection.
§ Travels of Tavernier. London, 1678, folio, p. 68.
|| Tavernier, p. 68. -
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They have mostly a small door of entranee from the street, with an
open court, and divans, in recesses below ; while the upper story is
laid out in rooms of reception, more expensively furnished. Above
this is the terrace, on which, in many instances, are raised central
* benches, railed around, so as to form sofas, or beds, as occasion may
require ; and it is here that the morning pipe is enjoyed, the even-
ing meal taken, and the whole of the night passed, in summer, by
the inhabitants. The Harem, or the wives and children of the
family,—which that word strictly means, without reference to any
number of either,—live here, as much apart from the males as
throughout the rest of Turkey, generally occupying a small suite of
rooms by themselves, at the other end of the court, into which there
is no communication but by passing across that court, and thus being
publicly seen by all the inmates of the dwelling.

The streets are narrow, but having a paved causeway on each
side, with a central channel for water, and, being more or less on a
sloping ground, they are generally clean. On the outer doors of
many of the dwellings here, 1 had observed, as at Beer and Aleppo,
the inscription of &\_:l. (Mash Allah,) with a date beneath, which I
now learned was a privilege granted to pilgrims only. The excla-
‘mation itself is one generally used in common discourse, to express
wonder and admiration, and has here, no doubt, the same appli-
cation. The date attached is that of the year of the Hejira in
which the pilgrimage of the dweller was performed. In com-
menting on this practice, they never fail to compare it with what
-they consider the absurd usage of the Christians, who mark their
arms and bodies with various figures of saints and angels, to comme-
morate a similar event. “ QOurs,” say they, “is a confession to all
who pass our dwelling of the pious work we have performed, and is
never concealed even from the eye of the stranger, since we are not
ashamed of the precepts of our Prophet. The emblems of the
Christian, on the contrary, are not to be seen but when his body is
uncovered, and then it is but to shew how men can deface the






HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF ORFAH. 81

be soon as extensive as ever, since the superiority of British goods, -
of every description, seems to have been better learnt by privation
of them, than by their actual use.

The khans, or caravanserais, are numerous, and some few excel-
lent. The Khan Khoolah-Oghlee, on the skirts of the town, in
which the merchandize of our caravan was lodged, could accom-
modate, in its central court, a hundred camels, with their lading ;
in the stables around it, as many horses, mules, and asses; and, in
the chambers above, nearly two hundred persons. At the head of
it, is a good reservoir of water, replenished by-a constant running:
stream, and overhung by a thick-foliaged tree, beneath which the
passengers enjoy the pleasures of water, shade, and repose. The
Khan-el-Goomrook, in which we were lodged in the town, has al-
ready been described. The chambers below and above could not
be less than a hundred, many of them large enough to admit eight
or ten persons to sit at a time, most of them furnished with mats,
carpets, and cushions, and all forming convenient apartments for
the stranger, during the period of his sojourning here. This khan
communicates, by one of its gates, with the great domed bazar already
described, and by another gate with the street. Over this last, is
a mosque, expressly for the accommodation of the devout traveller,
since it is never visited but by those within the khan, the passage to
it being by flights of steps, ascending upward from its inner court.
The stranger is thus furnished with every convenience he can need,
without the necessity of quitting the walls of his abode ; as he has
stabling, water, lodgings, and food, close at hand, to be brought to
him prepared in any way he may desire; with a house of prayer, in
which to offer up his devotions to his Creator.

The mosques that are crowned with minarets, and seen from
without, amount, in number, to about fifteen. That of Ibrahim
el Khaleel has already been described : it is the most beautiful in
its exterior, though not the largest ; and it is also held in the highest
reverence and esteem, from its lake teeming with the fish therein
preserved in honour of that Patriarch.

M
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here in spring to breed its young, and remaining during the
‘simmer; when, in winter, it goes away into a southern and warmer
clime, either into the Deserts of Arabia, or to some region still
more remote. It is called, by the people, « Hadjee Lug lug;” the '
former, from its making a yearly pilgrimage and building chiefly on
mosques ; and the latter, from the sound made by its broad and heavy
wings when flying. I had seen the bird itself only at a distance,
and from thence judged it to be a very large kind of stork; not,
however, so large as the immense bird called the Adjutant, which
makes similar periodical visits to the banks of the Ganges, and the
lakes of Bengal.

The baths of Orfah, of which there are four or five, are large,
and some are reported to be extremely good. The one into which
I went, being the nearest to our khan, was spacious, but dirty and
badly attended. It is true, that it was in the afternoon, when many
of the male attendants were gone ; as it is the custom in all the large
towns for the baths to be open from daybreak until El Assr for the
men, and from that time till sunset for the women. On our leav-
ing it, the female attendants were already assembling in the outer
room, preparing the beds and cushions; and at the porch without,
were a large party of ladies chattering aloud, and expressing their
impatience for our removal, that they might be admitted.

" The manufactories of the town are confined chiefly to articles of
the first necessity, among which cotton and woollen cloths have the
pre-eminence in extent of consumption. The first of these are about
the quality of coarse English dowlass, and are used in their origi-
nal state for the shirts and drawers of men, for the inner garments
of women, and for many domestic purposes. When printed, they
are convertible to more various uses, as they are then made
into gowns, or outer robes, for females, shawls for the head, and co-
verings for beds and sofas ; and by being printed of a peculiar pat-
tern, they are used for the fronts of the large cushions that surround
a Turkish divan.

The process of printing their cottons is very slow and tedious,
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though sometimes it is dyed with indigo. It is used only for the
commonest purposes.

A few carpets are made, of a very good quality; some hair-
cloth, for sacks and bags; and silk bands and tapes, of an excellent
kind. Every description of sadlery and smith’s work is well exe-
cuted ; and the labours of the mason and the carpenter are equal
to those of the largest Turkish cities.

The cook-shops and coffee-houses are abundant, in proportion to
the size of the town. In the former are prepared, mutton, and
sausages without skins, called kabaub ; these last are formed of meat
cut into small pieces, which are first strung on a thread, and then
wound round an iron skewer, and roasted at the fire. Another kind of
food, having a round ball of paste without, and mixed ingredients
within, is called koobbé ; besides which, are other little pdtés of
minced meat. These are to be had at every moment ; and at half an
hour’s notice, a meal may be prepared, of any dishes one might de-
* sire, and either eaten in the cook-shop, or at a coffee-house, a khan,
or a private dwelling.

Among other vegetables abounding here, is a fine large lettuces
of which people eat at all hours of the day, without salt, or any
other accompaniment ; and leeks, or onions, in their raw state, are
generally served up with meat.

In the coffee-houses, nargeels, an instrument for smoking through
water, may be had, though the long Turkish pipe is in more general
use ; this last is always furnished by the smoker, which the nargeel
is not, perhaps from the ease of carrying the former, and the incon-
venience of bearing about the latter, from place to place. During
all the summer, there is also an abundant supply of solid ice, brought
down from the summits of Mount Taurus, in a journey of a day and
night. About an English pound of this is sold at present for a para
or a farthing, and is a cheap and healthy refreshment, accessible to
the poorest of the people. Iced milks, and sherbets of honey, cin-
namon water, and perfumes, are also made for the rich, and furnish
a great luxury during the heat of the day. I sought diligently in
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Khaleel, and the Ain el Zilkah.* The ascent to it, on the north-
east, is by a very steep and winding path, scarped in some places
into steps, in the side of the rock. The entrance is by an arched
gateway, and a paved passage ; but the whole of thei mtenor presents
only a scene of confused ruins.

The enclosed part of this hill is nearly a quarter of a mile long,
though not more than one hundred yards broad. It is defended on
the south and west by a ditch, in many parts full fifty feet deep, and
about twenty wide, hewn down out of the solid rock, and presenting
a work of great labour. On the other quarters, it is secure by the
steepness of its ascent. The wall, which rises in some places from
the side of the rock below, so as to form a casing to it, has every
appearance of being Saracenic, from the style of its masonry and
square towers. The rustic work is seen in some parts of it, but
of that inferior kind which might have been executed in any age, -
except the present very degenerate one as to architecture, among
the Turks.

The interior, Whlch is now occupied by a few poor families only,
presents a scene of the most complete desolation. There are two
fine Corinthian columns with their capitals still erect, and these are
seen at a great distance from every point of view. The people here
called them the pillars of the gate of Nimrod’s Palace, for which
one may easily forgive them.t+ They are evidently, however, the
portion of some considerable Roman edifice, but whether of a

* ‘This is most probably the Scirtos of the ancients, though it hardly corresponds
to the description of this stream, by D'Anville. In speaking of the sieges which
Edessa had sustained, he says, ¢ Elle est exposée 4 un autre fleau que ceux de fer et
de feu, qui est d’étre submergée par un petit fleuve, qui, ayant regu des écoulemens de
vingt-cinq torrens, comme le rapporte M. Assemani, se répand dans cette ville. 11 est
appellé Daisan, en usant d’une terme de la langue Syriaque, qui répond au terme
Grec, Skirtos; en Latin, Saltator, ou Sauteur.”—D’Anville sur l’Euph et le Tigre,
p- 11.

+ Pococke says, there is a tradition, that the throne of Nlmrpd stood on these
pillars. It is certain, however, that Tamerlane erected some trophies on them.—Descr.
of the East, vol. . part 2, p. 160, folio. T

N
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whom Abraham was called, or the Necropolis of the Romans, when
this was one of the settlements of their widely extended Empire.
Those having their fronts in the perpendicular cliff, are mostly en-
tered by oblong square door-ways, as the sepulchres of Thebes, at
Gournou on' the Nile; but some few of them are arched, and one par-
ticularly has a large central arch, with two smaller side ones, like the
usual form of Roman gateways. Those in the side of the hill below
are descended to by sloping passages, like the tombs at Oom Kais
or Gamala, in the Decapolis; and othersat Tartoose and Latikeea,
on the Syrian coast. The whole of these grottoes may amount to
two hundred in number, besides those noted to the west of the
town, on the morning of our entering it.

The existence of the Roman ruins within, and of the tombs
without, furnish great reasons to believe that the site of the castle
itself was of Roman choice, unless it be carried back to the Chal-
dean age. The ditch, to the south of it, hollowed down to the
depth of fifty feet out of the solid rock, is a work worthy of either,
and one which, however ancient, would be likely to undergo very
little alteration on a change of masters. With the castle itself, it
would not be so. The original rock on which it was first founded
still remains ; but, except the columns and masonry within its en-
closure, as already described—and, perhaps, some few fragments of
work near the bottom of the wall, which may be Roman—the whole
of the present structure is decidedly Mohammedan. Here, as in
‘many other instances, the original work seems to have been almost
entirely destroyed before the place was completely conquered; but
the same advantageous site was again built on, to secure the position
thus gained.

The view of the city from the walls of the castle, spread out, as
it were, at the observer’s feet, is extensively commanding, and ex-
ceedingly beautiful. The minarets of the mosques, the tall cy-
presses, the domes, the courts of the khans, all have an air of
grandeur from hence, which they do not possess on a nearer view;
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later ones,* and, afterwards, Charre, Carre, and Carras, by the
Romans.t In the first, it is celebrated as the scene of the inter-
esting histories of Isaac and Rebekah’s interview at the well, and of
Jacob’s serving for Leah and Rachel; events, which are as charac-
teristic of the manners of the Bedouin Arabs of the present day, as
they were of the people of that early age. Among the last, it is
chiefly celebrated as the scene of the defeat and death of Marcus
Licinius Crassus, who formed the first triumvirate with Pompey
and Cesar. After crossing the Euphrates in his march against the
Parthians, he was met in the plain of Carre by the Parthian general
Surena, by whom the Roman army was defeated, with the loss of
- twenty thousand killed, ten thousand taken prisoners, and the death
of Crassus, their leader.}

This city must have been in a state of ruin at a very early
period ; for, when the Rabbi Benjamin travelled through Mesopo-
tamia, it seemed to be quite desolate.§ There did not then remain
a single edifice standing in the place where Abraham, our father,
(says the pious Jew,) had his dwelling. The Ismaelites, or Be-
douins, however, came there often to pray, as they do now to shelter
their flocks.||

On descending from the castle, and passing by the lake of Ain
el Zilkah, I was shewn a small white worm, about six inches in
length, and the size of whipcord, in girth, which is used here

*.The God of glory appeared unto our father Abraham when he was in Meso-
potamia, before he dwelt in Charan.—Acts, vii. 2.

+ Cellarius Geog. Antiq. lib. iii. c. 14. Mesopotamia. Genesis, c. xxiv. and c. xxix.
and Joseph. Ant. Jud. L. i. ¢c. 16—19.

1 Plutarch’s Lives, L iii. c. 11. Lucan, L. i. v.105. Pliny, 1. v. c. 14.

§ The following is a singular account given of the sort of masonry observed: in con-
structing the buildings of Carrhee, or Haran, which, if correct, might account for their
early and total decay :—* At Carrhe, a city of Arabia, all the walls thereof, as also the
houses of the inhabitants, are reared and built of ‘salt stones, and the same are laid of
mason’s work, and the joints closed and soldered by no other mortar than plain water.”—
Pliny Nat. Hist. b. xxxi. c. 7. .

|| Voyage de BenJamJn de Tudele-—Bergeron 8 Collecnon
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successfully as a leech, and found in great numbers in these waters.
It attached itself by one end only to any substance on which it was

placed ; but when in motion, no difference could be perceived be-
" tween that particular end and the other.

Our afternoon was passed at another Mohammedan house, in a
large party, until sunset, as it is the fashion among the higher
ranks here to sup early, soon after El Assr, or about four o’clock, in
order to distinguish themselves from the vulgar, who cannot enjoy
that meal until after Muggrib, or dark, when their labours of the
day are over; so different are their notions of fashion, as to hours,
from those which prevail in Europe.

It was cool and agreeable when we reached the outer khan,
where we had hitherto slept; and after prayers, in which all the
Moslems joined in couples, under the direction of an Imaum, or
leader, our evening was closed with the same festive gaiety as that
which marked the preceding ones of our stay here.
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" Notwithstanding the permanent state of want in which these
people live, being destitute of what, by others, are considered the
bare necessaries of life, they marry and multiply exceedingly; and
their incursions upon the territories of others are chiefly in search
of new pastures for their flocks, and food for their attendants.
During the winter, they retire into the depths of their own deserts,
where the few shrubs that exist are then found, and where water
is occasionally to be met with. At the commencement of summer,
when the violent heats burn up every blade of verdure, and exhaust
the sources of their wells, they disperse themselves over the edge of
the cultivated country, scouring the eastern borders of Syria, be-
tween Palmyra and Damascus, and the country east of the Jordan
and the Dead Sea. They come up here also, upon the southern
edge of Mesopotamia, where they encamp in the spring, to the
terror of all caravans passing this way, as, if their force be sufficiently
strong, they never fail to plunder them *

Rousseau, the following description of these singular people, is a corroboration of the
general accuracy of the representations here made :—¢¢ Au reste, d’une complexion saine
et robuste, ils sont accoutumés des ’enfance aux travaux d’uge vie toujours active ; I'air
pur qu'ils respirent, la chalepr du climat, la privation de toute espéce de superfluités
sont en eux les principes d’une santé vigoureuse et i ’épreuve des fatigues: graves,
phlegmatiques, fanatiques et grossiers, leur orgueil est autant dans leurs procédés que
dans leurs sentimens ; inviolablement attachés aux usages de leur pays, ils condamnent
et méprisent ceux des autres peuples, et rejettent dédaigneusement tout ce qui est au
dessus de la sphére de leurs connoissances. La force de leur tempérament et leur so-
briété singuliére, se font remarquer surtout dans les expéditions qu’ils entreprennent ;
ils "’emportent .alors avec eux que deux outres pleines, 'une d’eau, 'autre de farine,
qulils chargent sur leurs dromadaires : quand ils sont pressés par la faim, ils délayent
un peu de cette farine dans une écuellée d’eau et I'avalent sans aucune autre préparation ;
souvent aussi quand I’eau leur manque, ils se désaltérent avec I'urine de leurs montures.
Accoutumés comme ils le sont a toute espéce de privations, ils peuvent résister a la faim
et 4 la soif pendant des jours entiers.”—Notice sur les Wahabis, p. 149, 150.

* ¢ Quant 2 leurs qualités militaires, on doit en prendre I'idée dans le fanatisme méme
qui les inspire. Ils affrontent avec un courage incroyable les dangers et la mort, et rien
ne sauroit ralentir leur fougueuse intrépidité, parce qu’ils attaquent leurs ennemis dans
Tespoir de recevoir, en mourant les armes a la main, la palme du martyre.”—Notice sur
les Wahabis, p. 150.
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entered it, and found there a most agreeable retreat. Inthe centre,
beneath a dome, was a square cistern, railed around, on a level with
the pavement, and the body of the cistern descending below this
about five feet. It was filled by the clearest water, the spring
which supplied the lake being made to pass immediately through
this cistern, and it was even more thickly crowded with fish than the
canal without. On each side of the central pavement, which en-
closed the cistern, was a raised divan, with carpets and cushions, for
the accommodation of visitors. One of these divans looked out
into a garden on the west, and had a sort of gallery above it, like
the orchestra of an English ball-room; the other overhung the
" water, and commanded the whole range of the lake, as far as the
mosque of Abraham, to the east. The door of entrance was from
an arched and paved way, on the south; and attached to the build-
ing, on. the north, was a kitchen, with a chimney, cupboards, and
other conveniences; and from thence a passage led out into the .
garden, on the north-west of the whole.

Within the principal room, below the dome, were some inscrip-
tions in relief, by which it appeared, according to the reading of
some of our party, that this building had been erected about two
~ hundred and twenty years ago, by a kadi, attached to the mosque of
the Patriarch, near it. Around the walls, and on the doors of the
recesses in them, were also many inscriptions, both in Turkish and
Arabic, some of them written with peculiar care, and bearing evi-
dence of the esteem in which this place had been held. In this, as
is the case in most other Turkish works, the choice of situation was
admirable, and the intention of the plan and arrangement happy,
but the execution was as wretched as the disorder and neglect that
reigned throughout it,

We went from hence into the grounds adjoining this bu1ldmg,
on the north-east, where, in a sunny walk, some workmen were
"bleaching cotton threads, In other parts of the garden were groups
of females reposing on their carpets, beneath the shade of wide-
spreading trees, and surrounded by their slaves and servants.
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with their blind parent to the fragments of the feast ; after which,
there was still enough left to feed a host of poor dependants,
waiting for their portion in the court below.

June 10th.—Our morning was loitered away in rambling over
the town, in which, among other new objects that arose to excite
inquiry, I remarked, that the fronts of all the best houses in. the
principal streets were covered with the marks of musket-balls, some
of which even still remained imbedded in the plaster. These,
I learnt, were the effects of a very recent civil war among the
Janissaries and Shereefs of the town, in a dispute on the pre-
eminence of their respective classes.

These Janissaries were originally the regular troops of the
Turkish empire. When peace rendered their services no longer
necessary, they were not disbanded, though suffered to depart to
their own homes, and to distribute themselves in the towns to which
they properly belonged. They were still considered as the sultan’s
troops, and were granted certain privileges and exemptions on that
account, on condition that they should hold themselves always.in
readiness to be called out in time of war ; but, as they were suffered
to follow their own occcupations as artisans and traders, they re-
ceived no pay during their absence from actual service.

Such a state of repose, long. continued, would, necessarily, lead
to a decline of military discipline, to a diminution of their numbers,
and to the growth of insubordination among them. All these were
soon produced, and the first and last seem irremediable. Their
numbers, however, have been kept up by the successive entry of
new members into the respective corps or regiments, and these pay
to its chief a certain sum for that benefit, which entitles them to
privileges of exemption from some burdens, independent of those
military honours which their fellow-citizens do not enjoy. As the
Janissaries of the remote parts of the empire towards the south are
but rarely called upon to go to war, and when they are, assume to
themselves the option of attending to that call or not, it happens
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marble with yellowish veins, like those at the mosque of the vizier,
and were each probably taken from the ruins of some more ancient
edifice. The arches between these columns, the springs of which
they support, are of a very singular kind, being broad and flat at the
. spring, like the Norman and Saxon arch, and then drooping into a
fanciful figure in the middle, so as to present an appearance of
being crushed down by the superincumbent weight.

The door of the mosque, which opens to the north, is of a fine
hard wood, panelled, and very richly carved. Over it are a number
of inscriptions, in white letters of relief, on an azure ground, the

“characters slanting, in the Turkish and Persian form, rather than in
the Arabic, which are generally erect. The interior of the mosque
presents only an oratory, ascended to by steps; the niche of prayer
in the southern wall, some large ostrich eggs and lamps suspended
from the roof, and the rich Persian carpets, with which all its pave-
ment is covered.

The open square of the court is filled with trees, among which
are several towering cypresses, from amid the dark spires of which
the whitened domes and tall minarets rise with the finest effect:
The other trees are so thickly planted as to yield a constant and
welcome shade, and the whole is one of the most agreeable spots
that can well be conceived.

We went from hence along the southern side of the lake, where
we now observed, through a grated window, the tomb of a saint, it
being opened on this day, peculiarly devoted to his memery, for the
prayers of the devout. Our party went into this, and repeated their
orisons, the tomb itself being included in a mosque. The minaret
of this was a square tower, in which were four open windows at
the top, having a Corinthian pilaster on each side, and a pillar in
the centre, supporting the springs of a double arch. The pilasters
and columns were all on high pedestals, and the capital badly exe-
cuted, while the arches were of the horse-shoe form, so that this had
been probably a Christian church of the Lower Empire, and not
originally a Mohammedan or a Turkish building.
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chase of such provisions as were. deemed necessary for the way;
but, besides this, our other occupations through the day were
exactly similar to those of the preceding ones, and it was closed
in the same manner, by a large supper-party in the town.

JunEe 12th.—Our apprehensions for the safety of the man, de-
spatched as an inquirer, were raised to the highest pitch, as the
period for his expected return had already expired. In the even-
ing, however, he appeared, bringing with him an account of the
Annazies having made a movement farther east, between Mardin
and Mousul, leaving the road to the former place clear; but that
this road was still infested by smaller parties of the Arabs of the
country, from whom he had himself had several narrow escapes by
flight and concealment. From the number who had halted here at
Orfah, as the place of their original destination, and others who had
gone off to Diarbekr, our caravan was reduced to about fifty camels,
and less than that number of persons to accompany it. The hope
of augmentation in force, or indeed of any other advantage to be
gained by waiting, was however so slender, that it was determined
to depart to-night, and run all risks.

In the morning, therefore, I prepared for my journey, by going
to the bath. The one which I had at first visited on the day of our
arrival, and which is situated in the public market, near the Goom-
rook Khan, not being clean or well attended, I had obtairred direc-
tions to another, called the Chewchewch Hammzam, in a situation of
great retirement, near the goldsmiths’ bazar, and in a small street
turning up on the right of the direct road leading from the Khan
Khoolah Oghlee, to the Goomrook Khan, or from the Bab el Ameer
to near the centre of the town. The entrance to this was not pre-
possessing, although the dome of the outer room was one of the
largest and finest that I had seen; but there was a bareness of fur-
niture an the benches, and a general nakedness, which looked more
like that of a deserted than a peopled place. The only persons seen,
were the master of the bath, and one attendant. Nothing, however,
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bath: the former class from morning until El Assr, or between
three and four o’clock, and the latter from that time till sun-set. In
Egypt, it is the practice to hang before the door of the bath a
coloured cloth, during all the time that women are within it, for
the sake of announcing to passers-by its being so occupied, and thus
preventing any one from entering it inadvertently. In the bath
which I first visited here, there were two doors of entrance, that for
the men fronting the public market, and that for the women by a
private passage from the street behind; so that while one was
opened the other was closed, and effectually secured those within
from intrusion. Here, however, at the Chewchewch Hammam, the
women’s bath was entirely distinct; having separate dressing
rooms, fountains, cisterns, and chambers; in which the female at-
tendants were now making preparations for the expected visitors
of the afternoon. It has an entirely separate entrance, though
being part of the same establishment it is heated by the same
fires, and watered by the same streams, and is superior in its de-
corations and arrangement to that of the men’s bath, as the wife of
the master, under whose direction the whole is kept, took more
pains to embellish and keep in order the part devoted to visitors of
her own sex, than he himself did for the department under his
immediate care.

On reaching the Goomrook Khan, I found the whole of the
Hadjee’s friends assembled, with those also who were interested in
the safety of the caravan, consulting on the probable danger of its
being plundered. They all concluded, that it depended entirely
on the destinies of Heaven, whether they should go safely or not;
though it was easy to perceive that their confidence in God was
more in word than deed: for it was only because there was no
hope of our case being improved by waiting, that they now con-
sented to set forward.

All, however, went together to the Mosque of the Vizier at
noon, and, on coming out, we re-assembled in a thickly wooded
garden, close by, called Bistan el Hassan Pasha, from the name of

Q
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and plundered by the Annazies, and nearly a third of their party, or
about twenty persons, killed, in the act of making resistance, the
hearers all praised their courage, and lavished every species of ma-
lediction on their enemies. '

The number of the Desert Arabs was said by some of these to
amount to sixty thousand tents; others said a hundred thousand
camels, with two men mounted on each, besides mares and their
riders ; and others again contented themselves with saying that they
were a sea, not to be numbered. All agreed, however, that the
chief motive of their coming into this district was to procure food
for their animals, as during the summer months all sustenance be-
comes dried up in the Southern Desert. Their only property is in
camels and mares, of both of which they mount chiefly the females,
and sell the males, to supply beasts of burden for caravans. Their
camels, their mares, and themselves, are declared to be capable of
living each three successive days without tasting food of any kind,
and this not as an extraordinary effort, but a common necessity to
which they are very frequently reduced. The milk of their camels
forms almost the only food of all, singe the mares never have any
corn, and seldom any grass, and they themselves neither use bread,
rice, nor other food of grain. When a camel is wounded, or likely
to die from disease, he is then killed, and his flesh often eaten raw ;
this, with a few dates, forms the only luxury they are able to add
to the milk on which they, their mares, and their camels’ young,
may all be said to subsist. The wool or hair of the camel (which is
shed annually in the spring, leaving the animal bare in summer,
until replaced by a new coat in autumn) supplies materials for the
‘hair-cloth of their tents, and their own garments, both of which are
spun and woven chiefly by their own women. Whatever other sup-
plies they may procure, in the way of arms, ammunition, or clothing,
are obtained entirely by their plundering caravans, and bartering
‘the spoil for such articles as they may more immediately need.*

~ - % « Ce qui vient d’étre rapporté des meeurs, du fanatisme, et de 'ambition des Wa-
habis, ne doit laisser aucun lieu de-douter que ces sectmres, endurcis aux fatigues, et
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From what I could observe of their physiognomy and general
cast of appearance, they looked more like Indians, than either Arabs.
or Turks. Their figures were lean and lank ; their features small,
but sharp and expressive ; their colour not a glowing sun-burnt
~ brown, but a deadly or sickly olive of the deepest hue ; and their
hair long, black, silky, and glossy, with full mustachios and beards.*

It has often struck me as probable, that, if ever such a sovereign
as Sesostris existed in Egypt, and made the conquests, attributed
to him by history, in India, bringing back with him from thence, as
related by the priests of the Nile to Herodotus, a large train of
spoils and captives to grace his triumphs, the great diversity of
people and religions existing in different parts of Asiatic Turkey:
might be descendants of such captive families scattered in the
way ; for the Druses, the Nesseeres, the Ismaylees, and many other.
classes of people in Syria, as well as these Yezeedis of Mesopotamia,
have certainly, in their practices and opinions, a greater resemblance
to many of the Hindoo castes, than to any other sect or race of

dire malédiction ; les Yézidis évitent avec grand soin tous les mots qui ont quelque
analogie avec celui-ld. Ainsi au lieu du mot nal, qui signifie aussi for de.cheval, ils
disent sol, c’est-d-dire, semelle des souliers d'un cheval, et ils substituent le mot solker,
qui veut dire savetier, au terme du langage ordinaire nalbenda, qui signifie maréchal.
Quiconque fréquente les lieux qu’ils habitent, doit étre trés-attentif a ne point pro- -
noncer les mots diable et maudit, et surtout ceux-ci, mawudit, soit le diable ; autrement,
il courroit grand risque d’étre maltraité, ou méme tué. Quand leurs affaires les
attirent dans les villes Turques, on ne peut pas leur faire de plus grand affront que de
maudire le diable devant eux, et si la personne qui a eu cette imprudence vient a étre
rencontrée en voyage par des Y ézidis, et reconnue, elle est en grand danger d’éprouver
leur vengeance. Il est arrivé plus d’une fois, que des hommes de cette secte, ayant été
arrétés pour quelque crime par la justice Turque, et condamnés a mort, ont mieux
aimé subir leur condamnation, que d’user de la faculté qui leur étoit accordée, de s’y
soustraire, en maudissant le Diable.”—Notice sur les Yéxidis, par le Pére Maurice
Garsoni, pp. 192—194.

* « 1l est défendu aux Yézidis d’ajuster leurs moustaches avec des ciseaux, ils
doivent les laisser croitre naturellement : aussi y en a-t il parmi eux dont on apergoit
4 peine la bouche.”"—Notice sur les Yézidis, p. 202. '
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people now existing in the West, or even to any of the ancient
idolaters of which our Scriptures give us any detailed accounts.
We still remained with the caravan in the khan, but our
offended informers would not even lodge within the same walls with
us, taking away even the horses on which they were mounted, and
reposing with their animals on the outside of the caravanserai.*

* The reader, who feels any curiosity to know the various opinions which the
learned of different countries have entertained of this singular sect, may consult Hyde,
Historia Relig. Vet. Pers.; the Memoir by Father Garzoni, translated by M. Sil-
vester de Sacy, appended to Rousseau’s Description du Pachalik de Bagdad; and the
Travels of M. Febvier. The latter, now a very scarce book, contains a full account of
this race as they then were: the writer observes, that the number of the sect amounted
to about two hundred thousand, part of which was scattered over Persia, and the re-
mainder over the Turkish frontier provinces. Their language was the Koordish.
They were a hardy, indefatigable, abstemious people; fierce in their hostile encounters,
but kind and hospitable. when approached in their own tents.  Their arms consisted of
the bow and arrow, the Turkish sabre, and the sling, in the use of which they exhibited
the most marvellous dexterity. His account agrees, indeed, with what later writers
relate of them, except that he is more circumstantial and full. The following passages
from the ¢ Notice sur les Yézidis,” already quoted, as being less generally known, may
be here transcribed :—

¢ Le diable n’a point de nom daus le langage des Yézidis. Ils se servent tout au
plus pour le désigner de cette périphrase, scheikh maszen, le grand chef. Ils admettent
tous les prophétes et tous les saints révérés par les Chrétiens, et dont les monastéres
situés dans leurs environs portent les noms. Ils croient que tous ces saints persounages,
lorsqu’ils vivoient sur la terre, ont été distingués des autres hommes plus ou moins,
selon que le diable a résidé plus ou moins en eux: c’est surtout, suivant eux, dans
Moise, J ésus-Christ, et Mahomet, qu’il s’est le plus manifesté. En un mot, ils pensent
que c’est Dieu qui ordonne, mais qu’il confie au pouvoir du Diable I'éxécution de ses
ordres.

¢ Le matin, 3 peine le soleil commence-t-il & paroitre, qu'ils se jettent 4 genoux les
pieds nus, et que, tournés vers cet astre, ils se mettent en adoration, le front contre
terre. Pour faire cet acte de dévotion, ils se retirent a part, loin de la présence des
hommes ; ils font leur possible pour n’étre point vus quand ils s’acquittent de ce devoir,
dont ils se dispensent méme suivant les circonstances.

¢ Ilsn’ont ni jelines, ni prieres, et disent, pour justifier 'omission de ces ceuvres de
religion, que le scheikh Yézid a satisfait pour tous ceux qui feront profession de sa
doctrine jusqu’a la fin du monde, et qu’il en a requ V’assurance positive dans ses révé-
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June 14.—I was so completely tired of this detention from day
to day, without hope of any speedy removal of the causes which
occasioned it, that I had determined to form, if possible, a small
party in town, to go to Diarbekr, where I might expect to meet
with government Tartars going to Bagdad, whose escort I might
enjoy, as I had a letter from Mr. Barker, the consul at Aleppo,
recommending me to the protection of any one I might meet with,
carrying British or Indian despatches that way.

In going from the Khan into the town, instead of passing
through the Bab el Ameer, as usual, I went along the outside of the
eastern wall, in order to arrive at the gate of Diarbekr in that
quarter. On the left of my walk, I had all the way a deep ditch,
crossed in several parts by narrow bridges of two arches, with
extensive burying-grounds, and beyond it a long village, or

lations; c’est en conséquence de cela qu’il leur est défendu d’apprendre 4 lire et a
écrire. Cependant tous les chefs des tribus et des gros villages soudoient un docteur
mahométan pour lire et interpréter les lettres qui leur sont addressées par les seigneurs
et les pachas Turcs, et pour y répondre. Relativement aux affaires qu’ils ont entre
eux, ils ne se fient jamais A aucune personne d’une autre religion; ils envoient leurs
ordres et font faire toutes leurs commissions de vive voix, par aes hommes de leur
secte.

« N'ayant ni priéres, ni jelines, ni sacrifices, ils n’ont aussi aucune féte. Ils tiennent
cependant, le 10 de la lune d’Aofit, une assemblée dans le voisinage du tombeau du
scheikh Adi. Cette assemblée, 2 laquelle beaucoup de Yézidis se rendent de contrées
éloignées, dure toute cette journée et la nuit suivante. Cinq ou six jours avant ou
aprés celui ou elle a lieu, les petites caravanes courent risque d’étre attaquées dans les
plaines de Moussol et du Kurdistan, par ces pélerins qui voyagent toujours plusieurs
ensemble, et il est rare qu'une année se passe sans que ce pélerinage donne lieu a
quelque ficheux événement. On dit qu'un grand nombre de femmes des Y ézidis, a
Pexception cependant des filles qui ne sont point encore mariées, se rendent des villages
voisins 3 cette réunion, et que cette nuit-ld, aprés avoir bien bu et mangé, I'on éteint
toutes les lumiéres, et I'on ne parle plus jusqu'aux approches de I'aurore, instant auquel
tout le monde se retire. On peut se faire une idée de ce qui se passe dans ce silence et
3 la faveur des téné¢bres.”—pp. 194—197.

This is a part of their manners, which resembles that of the Nessiries and Ismaylies,
in Syria, among whom a similar annual meeting, with promiscuous intercourse, even of
the nearest relatives, takes place, under the sanction and name of a religious festival,
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varying the alternate layers of black and white stones, according to -
the taste of the Turks.

All my efforts to make up a party for Diarbekr had been
hitherto ineffectual, the same risk being thought to prevail on that
road, as on the way to Mardin, from small bands of robbers, formed
of the Arabs of the country, against which a caravan would be
secure by its numbers, but by which a small party would be sure to
be pillaged.* The caravan itself, in going that road, would probably
lose no time, as the route was only three additional days from
Diarbekr to Mardin, and the distances of these places were each five
days from hence, whereas the prospect of our detention here had no
apparent limit. We should also be sure of pasging to the northward
of the districts occupied by the Annazies, the danger of being plun-
dered by whom had been yet the only obstacle to our departure.
But another consideration of still higher importance in.the estima-
tion of all who had property of any value to convey, was, that after
paying the custom-dues of five piastres per camel-load here, they
would be obliged to pay a charge of five per cent., ad valorem, on
all their goods, if they went to Diarbekr; and this would be forced
from them, whether they entered the city or not: since the
custom-house there would send its agents out to meet them half
way on the road, and make them thus pay dearly for the short de-
viation of their march from a route of danger into one of safety.
Some few, indeed, who had nothing but their personal baggage to
protect, were strenuous in their advice to take the road to Diarbekr
at once, urging, very sensibly, that it was better to pay, as a certain
loss, the charge of five per cent., than run a great risk of losing all.
The merchants, however, would not admit this principle, and
seemed to know nothing of the nature of insurance.

Some of the dervishes and fakirs said, « Of what avails all. this
caution and prudence? Can the sons of Adam prolong their.lives
at their own pleasure ? and are not all events written in the des-

* Rousseau says, in speaking of this road, ¢ La route (de Mardin) a Diarbekr,
quoique trés fréquentée, est effroyable et dangereuse.”—p. 95.
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his explanation of it to be sent after me, that it might reach me before
I quitted my companions at Mousul. This, then, was the purpose for
which the messenger had been despatched, and the answer which he
brought stated that the hundred and fifty piastres had been paid, by
his own cashier, into the hands of the young Hadjee Abd-el-Ateef
himself, and in the presence of his friend Hadjee Hashim of
Aleppo. Lettersin Arabic, directed to the uncle and the nephew,
accompanied this to me; and on reading them, the former was
roused to a violent degree of anger, and the latter covered with
confusion.

From all that I could learn, it really appeared that this young
man, who had received the money, had-concealed the fact from all
the rest of the party; and after giving fifty piastres to the camel-
driver, who alone had been previously told that he would have
to receive that sum, he had appropriated the rest to himself. The
uncle, who had every appearance of being sincere and honest,
-expressed his indignation in very warm terms, and made every suit-
able apology to me; the nephew, on the contrary, first strove to
brave it out, by repeating that he knew nothing of the affair, until
the camel-driver confessing that it was from the hands of Hadjee
Abd-el-Ateef that he received his portion, further denial was vain.

This was the act of a young man of twenty-two, an age when
the heart is generally most inclined to revolt at any thing that is
base or mean, particularly where pecuniary gains are the only benefit
to be received by it, and the son and nephew of wealthy merchants,
so that he had the prospect of a good inheritance. It was a sad
picture, therefore, of Eastern integrity, (it could neither be called
Arabic nor Turkish, since the family was strictly neither,) and as
this young pilgrim was also just newly returning from the Hadj,
it seemed to prove that there was reason in the proverb which is
common among the Arabs of the Desert, with whom pilgrimages are
not in great repute, and which says, « If thy neighbour has been
once to Mecca, suspect him ; if twice, carefully avoid him ; but if
three times, make haste to remove from near his habitation !”

8
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number of animals assembled at evening in the khan was at
least three hundred, chiefly horses, mules, and asses; camels being
said to be unfit for the road to Diarbekr, because a branch of
Mount Taurus crosses this route : the number of persons accom-
panying the caravan was at least equal to that of the animals.

Public prayers were performed at sun-set in the inner court; a
bountiful supper was again distributed among the poor, and the
strangers ; and we continued up, surrounded by parties of great
mirth and gaiety, to await the rising of the moon before we
set out on our journey to Mardin.

June 15.—It was past midnight when we left the khan, after
which we passed southerly through the long range of suburbs
without the wall and ditch of the city, and getting nearly opposite
to the gate of Diarbekr,* in the eastern quarter, quitted Orfah, and
bent our course easterly across the plain.

It was within an hour after our setting out that we reached a
small village, in which the dwellings were meanly built, though from
amidst the centre of them arose the tall minaret of a mosque, seen
from a long way off. The plain itself was covered with corn, some
portions of which had already begun to be gathered in by the
reapers, but the greater part was still standing. On our left, or to
the north of us, at a distance of a mile, we had a range of bare hills,
running nearly in the direction of our road, and on our right, the
view lost itself in the distance, ending in the immeasurable and
unbounded waste of the Southern Desert.

We continued our way on a course of east-south-east, seeing
many ruined villages on the right and left, and several small camps
of what are called Arab-el-Belled, or Arabs belonging to the
country. These are distinguished from the Bedowee, or Bedouins,
by their being, in general, stationary, or at least confined to a small

* In eastern cities, gates are generally named from places fowards which the road
leading from them looks ; and from which caravans for such places consequently depart.
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an interesting appearance. This range of hills runs nearly north
and south, and ends in the last direction in the Desert. To the
east of our path, at a short distance, was. a similar range of hills,
lying also north and south. The bare ridge on our left, lying east
and west, completed three sides of a square, and the fourth side of
the horizon on our right was open, presenting an even line like the
sea, terminating in the sandy waste of the Great Southern Desert.

In the western edge of this, we could distinguish as we passed -
the minaret or towers of Haran, bearing south-south-west, and
distant from twelve to fifteen miles. From some of our party who
had been there, I heard that, though all in ruins, it was a larger
town than Orfah, and had, like it, enclosing walls and a castle; but
I could hear of no remains of Roman architecture resembling those
seen in the castle of Orfah.* There are at present no inhabitants
of any kind at Haran, though the Arabs of the country come
occasionally to lodge there during the rainy seasons, for the shelter -
of their flocks. . '

Our march was continued in a state of constant apprehension
and frequent alarm, from the appearance of horsemen in small
parties, until nearly noon, when we halted at a spot called Tal
Kaloo, for the sake of watering at a well there. We had slightly
ascended from the level of Orfah, and had reached the foot of the
eastern range of hills seen from thence, at a distance of about
fifteen miles. |

The heat of the day was excessive, and a dead calm prevailed at
noon; the thermometer in the shade standing at 99°. A strong '
north-east wind however soon sprung up; and a storm of thunder,
lightning, and large hail, beat down our tent, and obliged us to
cover ourselves and horses with all the cloaks, bags, and carpets we

* Charran, which was at the same time called Carree and Charre by the Romans,
and was remarkable for the defeat and death of Crassus, is placed by Golius Niger, and
others, forty miles to the northward from hence, which is evidently erroneous.—See
Ives’s T'ravels, p. 354.
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errands, much to gain and nothing to lose, we had such unfavour-
able accounts of the direct road to Mardin, that it was determined
in our next march to make a turn to the northward, and get into a
by-path, little known or frequented, and lying in the hollows of
the hills. Seid-Hassan, of Orfah, being still with us, on a journey, in -
charge of merchandize to Mardin, and being better acquainted with
this neighbourhood of his nativity than any of the other leading
men of our party, took upon himself, by general consent, the charge
of caravan-bashi, or pilot ; and it was under his orders that we were
to halt, move forward, break up, or form our camp. Even in this
forlorn spot, we met fakirs and dervishes on their way towards
Aleppo, for the next pilgrimage of Mecca; and by one of these,
an Indian, who halted at our tent to refresh, I forwarded another
letter to my friends in England. The camp was breaking up whilst
I wrote it, and we afterwards moved on for about an hour after
sun-set, to change our halting place, as it was suspected that our
position had been seen by horsemen wandering on the hills, and we
were likely to deceive them by this measure. We lay down at
night with our arms in our hands, and the bridles of our horses
forming our only pillow, to be ready at the first alarm, in case of
any sudden attack.*

June 16th.—We commenced our march with the rising of the

® To shew the grounds which existed for this alarm, and to give the reader an idea
of the terror which the attacks of the Wahabees had inspired throughout every part of
the East, it may be well to give a few extracts of the Memoir written by the French
Consul at Bagdad, and founded on the most accurate sources of information in the
country itself, in letters written to him by correspondents residing at the time in Aleppo
and Bagdad, in 1806 and 1807. ,
« Extrait d'une lettre écrite d Alep, en date du 12 Juin, 1806.

 La caravane des Hagis ou Pélerins, a dii souffrir considérablement cette année
du brigandage de ces sectaires fanatiques.  Aprés avoir massacré une partie des
dévots Musulmans qui la composoient, et soumis I’autre & des impositions excessives, ils
ont brisé le sacré Mahmel, coffre d’un riche travail et couvert d’un drap vert brodé,
qui renferme les pieuses offrandes que le Grand Seigneur envoie chaque année, pour
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nearly approached each other. In those on our right were per-
pendicular cliffs, near the summit of which were several caves,
apparently artificial, though from the difficulty of access to them it

pas conformé, ils lui ont signifié 'ordre de suspendre sa marche et de s'en retourner
avec toute la caravane, le menagant d’un pillage complet, s'il s’avisoit de faire la
moindre résistance. Abd-allah-pacha a voulu entrer en composition, mais il n'a pas
été écouté, et comme il hésitoit a se soumettre a 'ordre qui lui avoit été intimé, il s’est
vu tout-d-coup enveloppé par les Wahabis, qui, aprés avoir pillé, maltraité, et méme
massacré grand nombre de pélerins, I'ont force enfin & rétrograder et a retourner a
Damas, ou il se trouve en ce moment, fort incertain du parti qu'il doit prendre.”—
p-178. _
< Eatrait d'une troisiéme lettre datée de Bagdad, le 8 Juillet, 1807].

¢ Depuis les derniers détails que je vous ai transmis, sur la situation des affaires
politiques de ce pays, il ne s'est passé ici rien d'intéressant et qui puisse mériter votre
attention, si ce n'est 'avis qu’on a regu de I'apparition subite d’un corps de Wahabis sur
les bords de 'Euphrate. Leur ‘dessein paroit étre de couper le passage a la caravane
qui se prépare A se mettre-en route pour Alep; celleci vient en conséquence de
recevoir ordre du Gouvernement de différer son départ, et le kiaya se dispose a se
rendre avec trois ou quatre mille Arabes & .Ana, ville située sur le méme fleuve, a
quelques lieues de Bagdad, afin d’en repousser les sectaires dans le cas ou ils en
approcheroient. Le pacha méme doit, dit-on, quitter incessamment sa résidence, et
aller occuper les avenues d’Imam-Ali, lieu que I'on croit ‘menacé de rechef d’un
pillage prochain. Un second corps de Wahabis, trés-considérable, s’est porté plus haut
vers Deir, lieu situé également sur 'Euphrate, & cinq journées d’Alep. Des Arabes
fugitifs, venus récemment de cet endroit, ont assuré que I'intention de ces brigands étoit
d’y construire un fort pour recevoir une garnison, et qu'ils avoient déja rassemblé tous
les matériaux nécessaires pour cela. Ceci démontre assez le projet qu'ont les Wahabi®
d’entrer dans la Mesopotamie, ou ils n’ont pu pénétrer jusqu'a.ce jour; et une fois -
qu'ils y auront mis les pieds, toutes les forces réunies de la Porte ne pourroient peuteétre
plus venir a bout de les en chasser.”—p. 179.

¢ Extrait d'une quatriéme lettre datée de Bagdad, le 30 Juillet, 1807.

¢ Nous venons d’apprendre par des avis certains la triste nouvelle du saccagement
d’4na, éxecuté par un corps combiné de Wahabis et d’Al-Ubeids, 2 la téte duquel se
trouvoit Létouf-beg, fils du fameux Schawi-zadéh, qu'Ali-pacha a fait étrangler il'y a
quelques années. Les cruautés qui ont été commises dans cette ville sont horribles, et
rappellent le souvenir affreux de celles qu’exercérent ces brigands en 1802, dans la ville
d’Imam-Hussein. Ils ont mis tout & feu et 3 sang, et aprés avoir massacré la majeure
partie des habitans, ils se sont retirés précipitamment, chargés de dépouilles, et en-
trainant avec eux en esclavage un grand nombre de femmes et d’enfans.”—p. 181.

T
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of its poison. Its bite or sting was said to be generally productive
of death ; though not so suddenly, but that, under skilful treatment,
some efficient remedy might be applied.*

It was now near noon when we encamped in the hollow of a
waving plain, near a reservoir of rain-water, which supplied our
wants. To the south of us, about three miles, were seen a few
trees on the brow of a hill. These were now become remarkable
objects ; for, since leaving Antioch, near the coast of Syria, except-
ing in the gardens of Aleppo, on the borders of the Euphrates, and
at the town of Orfah, we had scarcely seen a tree throughout our
track.t This general bareness of wood gives a very desert and
melancholy aspect to a country, however productive it may be in
other respects. A lover of the picturesque would soon become
disgusted by the monotony of the views; but an American
farmer would probably be charmed with them, as they would
present to him extensive tracts of dry and cleared land, needing
no draining of marshes, no hewing down of whole forests, and
at the same time having fine pastures for cattle, and a fertile soil for
corn lands.}

Our afternoon offered no variety of occupations, but it kept us
all on the alert and in a constant state of alarm, from the appearance
of horsemen in different directions, whose pursuits and destination
were judged of by their numbers, their course, and other indications,
_in the same way as opinions are formed of strange vessels passing
in sight at sea. In the evening, every spark of fire, or the least

® There are representations of a similar scorpion in the forty-second plate of
D’Olivier's Atlas, Figs. 3, 4, 5, 6; but the one, here imperfectly described, resembled
No. 4. of that plate, more than either of the others.

+ The face of the country was the same in the age of Xenophon; as, in the Ana-
basis, he thus describes it :—¢ The country was a plain throughout, as even as the
sea, and full of wormwood ; and if any other kind of shrubs or reeds grew there, they
had all an aromatic smell ; but no ¢trees could be seen.”

1 It has been remarked, that the richest and finest views of nature in America
present no charms to the eye of the native backwoods-man, who can see no beauty but
in cleared land, as that is the great object of all his toils.
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liberty to rise at all in the presence of so great a man, without
a general movement of the whole party, gave rise to very earnest
inquiries regarding a person of manners so untutored.

The answers to these inquiries were highly contradictory.  Some
asserted that I was an Egyptian of Georgian parents, and of the
race of the Mamlouks of Cairo, from their knowing me to be really
from Egypt, and from my speaking the Arabic with the accent of
that country, where I had first acquired it, while they attributed
my fairer complexion than that of the natives to the same cause.
Others said that I was a doctor from Damascus, and suggested that
I had probably been in the service of the Pasha there, as I had
given some medicines to a little slave-boy of my protector, by
which he had recovered from an attack of fever; coupled ‘with
which, they had heard me talk much of Damascus as a beautiful
and delightful city, and therefore concluded this to be the at-
tachment of a native. Some again insisted that I wasa Muggrebin,
or Arab of Morocco, acquainted with all sorts of magical charms
and arts, and added, that I was certainly going to India to explore
hidden treasures, to open mines of diamonds, rubies, and emeralds ;
to fathom seas of pearls, and hew down forests of aloes-wood and
cinnamon, since I was the most inquisitive being they had ever
met with, and had been several times observed to write much in a
small book, and in an unknown tonigue; so that, as it was:even
avowed by myself that I was going to India, and had neither mer-
chandize nor baggage with me of any kind, it could be for no other
purposes than these that I could have undertaken so long a journey.
Lastly, some gave out that I was a man of whom nobody knew the
real religion; for, although I was protected under the tent of
Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhmaén, and treated as an equal with himself, I
was certainly not a Moslem of the true kind ; because, at the hours
of prayer, I had always been observed to retire to some other spot,
as if to perform my devotions in secret, and never had yet prayed
publicly with my companions. A Christian they were sure I was
not, because I ate meat, and milk, and butter, on Wednesdays and
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his tribute to five hundred piastres, of which he paid the half
himself, and raised the other half by subscription. The merchants
compromised for two thousand, which was furnished by about ten
of the principal ones; and the pilgrims could not raise altogether
five hundred piastres, though they formed, in number, nearly two-
thirds of the caravan. '

The two men who exercised the duty of collectors, and who,
being on the look-out on that day, were perhaps interested by a
specific share of the prize-money, behaved with the greatest
insolence and cruelty. They ransacked the private baggage of
such as they suspected to have any thing worth taking, and selected
from amongst it whatever they pleased. When they came to mine,
I trembled for the result, as, though consisting only of a pair of
small khoordj or saddle-bags, and a portmanteau, these contained all
that was necessary, not merely for my journey, but for the success
of my views in the East. In them were the money with which
Mr. Barker had furnished me for my journey, a gold watch, all
my Indian letters and papers, which if seen would have made them
think me a greater man than they had yet imagined me to be,
and induced them to augment their demand; a thermometer,
compass, and other instruments, all now crowded, by the advice of
the Hadjee, into this small space, to escape observation, from the -
fear that if seen they would occasion my being taken for a magician,
and this idea would be confirmed by their finding among the rest
of the things some few medicines, and broken specimens of
mineralogy, of which no one would have known or even imagined
the use '

I made all the efforts in my power to prevent the portmanteau
from being opened, but, whenever I advanced to interfere, I was
driven back by blows and insults, until, seeing them proceed to
loosen the straps, I entreated the Hadjee to intercede for me,
saying, that it had cost me much trouble to get the things
there into a small space, and begging that they might not be
ransacked. The motive was suspected, and occasion was taken of
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is certainly very rare among them, though there is no people in
whose mouths the name of God, or the expression of thanks to him,
is more frequent.

As soon as all these revolting proceedings were ended, we were
commanded, rather than invited, to go up to the camp to supper. I
would willingly have staid behind ; but, though I pretended inca-
pacity from indisposition, I was not suffered to remain. I had seen
the people of the tribe take a khandjar or dagger from one, and a
brace of pistols from another; and although I had escaped having
my musket taken from me, as that was a weapon not in general use
among them, yet I was apprehensive for the fate of my sword, which
was a very excellent old Damascus blade, and cost upwards of a
thousand piastres in Egypt. As it was too large to have it packed
away in any of the parcels of our baggage, I had contrived, by
lifting it up between my shoulders, to conceal it behind my back,
beneath my abba or cloak; but it was difficult either to mount, to
dismount, or to change positions in any way, without risking its
being seen.

I went up to the encampment, however, on foot, while most of
the rest went on horseback; taking my sword with me in the
position described, as I had no opportunity of leaving it behind,
without the certainty of its being discovered and taken from me
by those of the hostile tribe who were guarding our tents.
When we arrived at the camp, we found about a hundred and
eighty tents, all of black hair-cloth, and of a form neither purely
Arab nor Turcoman, but combining the peculiarities of each. They
were generally raised on several small poles; some consisted only
. of one apartment, others of two, and the partitions and outer
enclosures were invariably of reeded matting. The tent of the
chief was very large, and its roof was supported by at least forty
poles : it was of an oblong form, divided into two squares; one of
these, being enclosed from the outer side, was appropriated to the
females ; the other was open on the two fronts, and closed at the
centre for the harem.

X
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leading with them several camels and their lading, taken from our
caravan. Immediately, the whole camp became a scene of warfare.
Our legitimate pillagers, roused with indignation at the interfe-
rence of other intruders on their sacred ground, rushed to horse
and to arms. All the members of the caravan who had come up
here by command, some mounted, and some on foot, rushed out to
join them. A battle ensued: the horsemen, with their spears
and swords, the men on foot with their muskets, pistols, and dag-
gers, were previously engaged, hand to hand. Many were run
through and through, with the long lances of the cavaliers, and
afterwards trampled under their horses’ hoofs; several others were
wounded with sabre cuts, and still more had severe contusions and
bruises. All were hotly engaged, at close quarters, for half an
hour at least, and it fell to my lot to come into grappling con-
tact with three individuals in succession, neither of whom escaped
unhurt from the struggle. It ended, however, in victory declaring
on our side, in the recovery of the plundered property, and the
chasing the intruders from the camp.

It was faint twilight when this contest ended, and as it was
desirable to get to our tents before it became dark, those who
had ridden up to the camp, mounted the same horses to go
back; but as I was on foot, a saddled mare was presented to
me. I declined to ride, and begged to be permitted to walk.
It was answered, that it would be a great breach of politeness
to suffer one like me to depart from the tent of the chief on
foot, and, in short, my riding was insisted on. I was obliged to
yield ; and, when mounting, my sword, which after the affray I had
still continued to conceal, as before, was, as I expected, discovered.
As the people of the country never see arms of any kind without
examining them, it was in vain to resist their inspection of this.
I was accordingly taken in to the sheikh, who expressed himself
pleased with it. He asked how much it had cost me : I was afraid
to name any sum; because, if I told him justly, he would have
concluded that I was rich; if I stated its value at a low estimate,
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It is true that here no one is superior to another, but by his
own capacity of enduring hunger and thirst, heat and cold, watching
and fatigue ; and his only safeguard consists in the union of his
own vigilance and courage with that of others, who are all strangers
to him. The contracted and selfish interest to which this neces-
sarily gives rise, the frequent refusal of one to render the least
assistance to another, where his own benefit is not immediately
concerned, and the insolence with which those are addressed who
are thought in any way to delay the general progress, are constant
subjects of disgust and irritation to all parties.

In the evening we were visited by two wandering musicians, of
the Koordi, or Curd, people, one of whom played on a rude guitar,
and the other sang some Koord songs, which were lively and not
destitute of natural melody. We had, at the same time, the follow-
ing striking instance of the frivolous appeals to the Deity among
the Mohammedans. A man went round the caravan, crying, with
a loud voice, « In the name of God, the just, and the merciful. My
cup is gone from me: it disappeared while I prayed at sun-set;
(and may God grant my evening prayer.) To whoever may find
the same, may God lengthen out his life, may God augment his
pleasures, and may God bring down affairs of business on his head !”
This pompous appeal to heaven, and the prayers for good fortune
to the finder of the missing utensil, were all powerless, however, in
their effect. The lost cup was not found ; and the consolation then
assumed was, “ God knows where it is gone, but it was written in
heaven from of old.”

As the Koordi inhabiting the hills near us had the reputation of
being great robbers, we lay encamped to night in closer order than
usual, every man by his horse, ready armed and accoutred, and
catching at intervals an hour’s sleep upon his sword or his spear.*

* Travelling in Mesopotamia seems, even in the earliest ages of which we have any
records, to have been little less dangerous than at present. In the history of Isaac and
Rebekah, when Abraham sent his chief servant from Canaan to Haran, to betroth the
damsel, it is said, ¢ It was a considerable while before the servant got thither; for it
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fluid, and had suddenly cooled while in the act of a whirling
motion ; while in other places, where the masses were of a semi-
globular form, and coated like onions, it had the appearance of a

. fluid matter suddenly becoming solid, while in the act of ebullition,
- and throwing up thick bubbles, such as are seen on the surface of
boiling tar or pitch.

Towards the close of our march, we passed through some vil-
lages of Koords, all of them very small and meanly built. The
dwellings were generally constructed of small stones, or unburnt
bricks; they were all low, having only a door of entrance to admit
light and air, and were roofed either with a sloping thatch of
straw, or reeds, plastered over with mud. Some, indeed, were
simply formed of two walls, with a roofing of hair-cloth, like a tent,
raised over them ; and others were entirely tents of the worst and
poorest kind. The people make of these villages only a temporary
habitation, in the sowing and reaping season of the year; so that
they are deserted for a greater length of time than they are inha-
bited, and are, therefore, not worth the care bestowed on more per-
manent residences.*

The Koords occupy a tract of country to the north and east of
this, extending beyond Diarbekr, in the former direction, and as far
as Mousul, in the latter ; so that the river Tigris may be said to
form their north-eastern boundary, the Desert of the Arabs their
southern one, and the Euphrates their extended western limit, few
of them being found even to the westward of the great plain of the
Turcomans, at the eastern foot of Taurus. They prefer the moun-
tains to the plains, and generally make the former the place of their
permanent habitations for their families and property. As they
unite the pursuits of shepherds and cultivators, they descend into
the plains, in the early spring, to plough the land, and in the

* The following is mentioned by Otter as a peculiarity of the Koords:—
¢« Comme ces gens n’ont point de maisons, ils font de grands trous dans la terre, ou ils
cachent si bien leurs grains qu’ils est difficile de les trouver.”—Otter, t. 1. p. 118.
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pleasure ; and, as far as the modes of life they follow will admit of
it, each sex indulges its peculiar propensities.*

"The close of our journey among these villages was through fine
corn-lands on each side, from which the people were now gathering
in the harvest ; and it furnished us an opportunity of seeing, that
thickly as the soil was covered with large masses of basaltic rock,
this formed no obstacle to its fertility ; for the wide tracts seen
beyond the edges of the space, quite cleared by the reapers, seemed
one unbroken sea of waving corn.

About an hour before our halt, in crossing the dry bed of a
torrent, we suddenly lost all appearance of the basaltic masses and
loose brown mould over which they were spread, and came upon a
hard light-yellow clayey ground, with small fragments of white

* Lord Bacon had before remarked the generally contemporaneous existence of the
passions for arms and love in the same sex; when he said, ¢ I know not how, but
martial men are given to love. I think it is but as they are given to wine, for perils
commonly ask to be repaid with pleasures.” But where this latter passion exists in
men, it is sure of reciprocity in women ; and the following interesting anecdote, from
M. Rousseau’s Memoir, to which a number of equally romantic ones from other
accredited sources might be added, if necessary, will shew the character of the events,
and the force of the passions that give rise to them, even in these rude classes of un-
polished, but not unfeeling, society :—

¢ Plus haut que Samerra, on voit un vieux batiment, en face duquel, sur la rive
opposée, en est un autre presque de la méme forme et non moins remarquable par sa
vétusté; tous deux sont compris sous la dénomination commune d’4sckeck-maschouk,
ce qui veut dire les Deux dmans. " Les habitans du pays racontent a ce sujet I’histoire
suivante, qui a beaucoup d’analogie avec celle de Héro et Léandre.

¢ La fille d’un des pontifes Arabes aimoit un jeune homme des mieux faits, qui de
son c6té briloit pour elle d'une ardente passion, sans avoir pourtant l’espérance de
pouvoir I'épouser: car il étoit d’une naissance vulgaire, qui mettoit un obstacle & son
bonheur. La princesse, douée d’un esprit fécond en expédiens, et dressée au manége de
la galanterie, obtint de son pére la permission de faire bétir sur les bords du Tigre
deux maisons de plaisance; et lorsque, sous prétexte de changer d’air et de jouir des
agrémens de la campagne, elle alloit habiter I'un ou l'autre de ces lieux, elle faisoit pré-
venir secrétemente son amant, qui a la faveur de I’obscurité de la nuit traversoit le fleuve
a la nage, pour aller jouir avec elle, loin de tout soupgon et de blime, des plaisirs de
I'amour.”—Description du Pachalik de Bagdad, p. 83, 84.
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lime-stone imbedded in it ; and here, instead of the full-eared corn,
or the high rich grass, which had before bordered our way, were
only a few thick-leaved and prickly plants, with bitter weeds
sparingly scattered over it, furnishing nothing more than a scanty
supply of food for camels.

On passing suddenly into this, it was said, that we had now again
come into the “ Burreah,” or “open land;” so that the idea of an
uncultivated or a desert tract is implied by that term. The range
of Jebel Mardin, now only three or four miles off on our left, was
composed of a white stone throughout, and the horizontal form of
its layers was distinctly visible in the cliffy parts of the summit, long
before we quitted the black stone on the plain ; so that this sudden
and immediate change of the soil did not correspond with any
similar change in the material of the mountain, from the foot of
which it spreads itself out.

The place of our encampment was at the base of an isolated
eminence in the plain ; but as the storm still continued, we could
not erect our tents, so that we were doubly oppressed during the
afternoon by the violent heat of the sun, which raised the thermo-
meter to 102° in the shade, and by the force of the wind, which filled
the atmosphere with dust, so as to render objects quite obscure
at the distance of even twenty yards from the observer.

At night, the violence of the storm abated, and opened to us again
a serene and brilliant sky. Guards were now regularly set over the
different parts of our camp, and even those who slept, lay down upon
the chains by which their horses were fastened to the ground. I
had myself an hour’s watch assigned to me, among those of our own
party ; but the degree of vigilance necessary on this occasion seemed
to have been much overrated, for, notwithstanding that we had
Koord villages on all sides of us, the inhabitants of some of which
had come in the afternoon to sell us grain for our horses, with
milk, butter, and fruits, for our own use, no discovery was made

~of a single intruder upon our tranquillity during the whole of the
night.
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sculptured in high relief, and crowned by a richly ornamental
device. The mosque itself had been surrounded by a court and
outer wall, which was strengthened by buttresses, and from the
north-éast angle of this arose a lofty minaret of a square shape,
- from a hundred and fifty to two hundred feet in height. It was
similar in form, equal in elevation, and superior in execution, to
that of the great mosque at Aleppo. Its sides were divided into
storys, each of which was ornamented by sculptured arches and
other devices in relief; and, in a wide band near the centre, running
round the whole of the building, was an Arabic inseription of well-
formed letters, in high preservation, but which I could prevail on
no one to stop to read. It was, upon the whole, one of the
finest fragments of Arabic architecture and sculpture that I re-
member any where to have seen.

Beside this ruined mosque, were the minarets of two others,
little inferior in sjze to the first, and each also of a square form.
One of these only was crowned on the top by a small cupola in the
centre of the square, but this was scarcely perceptible at a short
distance off.

The present town of Koach Hassar may contain about five
thousand dwellings, all of a humble kind, and low and flat-roofed.
The inhabitants sleep either on their terraces, or on raised benches
of hardened earth before the doors, in the open air. The popu-
lation is chiefly Christian, and those of the Armenian church;
there being only a few Syrians, and still fewer Mohammedan resi-
dents.

At ashort distance from Koach Hassar we crossed a small stream
of good water, and in a little more than an hour beyond it came
to the village of Soor, where our party made a halt, while the rest
of the caravan pursued its way to Mardin, the ultimate place of
their destination.

- The ascent to that city is over so steep a hill, that goods merely
passing by it on their route to other places are never carried up
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shady retreat. . A small village, inhabited chiefly by Christians, lay
in our way, in which were gardens, vine-grounds, and a number of
pomegranate trees now in.full bloom.

On our arrival at the convent, my letter procured me a favour-
able reception from the Patriarch, who was a handsome and polite
young man, and had been advanced unusually early to the dignity
he enjoyed, as he was but little beyond thirty years of age. Our
evening was passed in a large party, consisting chiefly of pilgrims
belonging to Mardin, who had returned from Jerusalem, and had
come from Aleppo in our own caravan. The supper served to them
consisted of the choicest dishes; and not less than twenty jars of
arrack were drank by about as many persons,—all of them, too, before
the meal, as a stimulant, and not a single cup after it. The party
was continued until a late hour, and our enjoyment was then
terminated by the delicious luxury of clean linen and a clean bed.

JunE 23rd.—It being Sunday, I attended the morning service of
the church, with the rest of my companions, where every one stood
for about four hours in succession, without even the indulgence
of the crutches in use among the Christians of the Greek commu-
nion. The service was performed by the Patriarch in person, very
splendidly dressed in robes of gold-embroidered satin, and waited
on by the inferior priests in garments of corresponding splendour.
As every thing was read and sung in the Syriac language, except
the exhortation to the people, which was delivered to them in
their native tongue, the service was unintelligible, not only to me,
but to almost all the congregation.

The ceremonies resembled those of the Catholic church; but one
of them was inferior in solemnity, and produced almost a ludicrous
effect. While the Patriarch, most sumptuously clad, officiated be-
fore a rich altar, loaded with gold, silver, and a glare of lights, there
stood behind himself and the congregation a grown lad, dressed in
the big breeches, or sherwal, of the Turks, with a coarse jacket,
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pierced with ancient tombs, behind it, and commanding an extensive
view of the southern plain to Jebel Sinjar, and the edge of the great
Southern Desert. _

The church itself appears to have been a work of the lower
empire, perhaps of the Empress Helena, the great founder of
religious establishments all over the East. Its order is an overloaded
and corrupt Corinthian, of which the arches and pilasters of re-
cesses, facing each other in the form of a Greek cross, still remain
perfect; but in the part now used as the church, no columns
appear ever to have been placed. The doors of entrance, the win-
dows, and a portion of an exterior frieze, are all of the same kind ;
but the building has evidently undergone so many repairs, that the .
original work is now much less in quantity than that which. has
been since added. SR

The convent consists of a central square court, with domestic
offices around it ; above which are the chambers of the priests, fur-
nished with carpets and cushions after the manner of the eountry ;
the whole is encompassed by a high stone wall, and is secured with
a small door of entrance, faced with iron plates, and carefully
guarded. ' : :

The establishment consists of a patriarch, six matrans, and
twelve catzees, for these are the titles they bear. The former,
though only thirty years of age, neither tastes flesh, wine, spirits, nor
tobacco, neither can he marry. The second class, or the matrans,
fast every Wednesday and Friday only, then abstaining from flesh,
butter, milk, and eggs; but even on these days, they eat fish when
it is to be had ; though, during the forty days in Lent, this is for-
bidden to them. These are permitted to marry one wife ; but, if
she dies, the husband cannot take another. The last class, or the
catzees, fast on Fridays only, and may take fish during the Lent;
they also are permitted to marry, and on the death of their first
wife they may take a second, provided she be a virgin.

The duties of these men consist in the performance of their
church-service, seven times in the day: that is, at day-break, at
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the nose-ring among the female ornaments, as marking an approach
to more Eastern modes of adorning.

All the boys, and many grown young men, wear ear-nngs 5
though most of them content themselves with one of a large size
in the right ear. The eruption in the face is seen here, in about
the same degree as at Aleppo, though less so than at Orfah; and it
would thusseem to be the effect of some cause not locally confined -
to a small space, at least.

At sun-set, I received a message from the Hadjee Abd-el—Rakh-
man, requesting my attendance at a supper-party, given to him by
his friends, in the open court of a large house. Our entertainment
was really bountiful, and it was followed by a dessert of choice
fruits, the produce of the neighbouring gardens. I departed from
them, with many kind expressions of regret at this sudden sepa-
ration, and a thousand wishes for an agreeable journey and a safe

and speedy return.
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was rude, but very skilfully varied, from the abrupt and hurried
measure to which the Athleta moved in his exercises of strength,
to the rapturous softness and languishing cadence of the airs to
which his effeminate companion danced.

This entertainment was so perfectly suited to the taste of the
people here, that, in less than an hour after the exhibition began,
every individual in the village, man, woman, and child, had ga-
thered upon the house-tops to enjoy as much of it as they were
able, our own terrace not being sufficiently large to contain more
than about fifty persons, and this was already so crowded as to make
us apprehensive of its fallingin. The festivity continued untila late
hour, it being long past midnight'before the party had dispersed
or the music ceased. ' |
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any other person to betray me. To be found alone in conversation
with either of his daughters, would be certain death to both of us:
I contrived, however, by calling to one of them as she passed, to
bring me a jar of water, to avail myself of her information ; and as
we stood at a sufficient distance from the assembly to be heard by
none, though seen by all, I was enabled to ask and receive from
her all the information I needed on this point, by which I learnt
the existence of @ more westerly road than that pursued by my

Koord guide, on our way to Diarbekr. :

The feast being ended, after thanking the Sheikh for his kind-
ness, I remounted my steed, with anxious thoughts, and pursued
the beaten track by which we had come from Mardin, until I was
entirely out of sight from the village, when I crossed over a by-path
which had been described to me by the Sheikh’s daughter, and got,
at length, into the more westerly road, leading to Burnisht.

It was near sun-set when I reached this village, which was
larger than either of those through which I had yet passed. It
was seated in a hollow, between hills, and had a small castle, or-
fortified dwelling, which was occupied by the chief, Mustapha Aga,
who commanded the district for a short distance around him, and
was as much feared as the most powerful sovereign could be
within his own dominions. My ignorance of the road beyond this
station obliged me to halt here; and, as I could not make the
necessary inquiries without being questioned in my turn, I was
obliged to use the same precautions as I had done at Sushoaf. The
master of the house at which I stopped listened to my tale; and,
as his own family and friends were now assembled about him to
supper, I was invited to alight and partake of their fare, while a
lad was sent to take care of my horse during the meal. Very
pressing solicitations were used to prevail on me to pass the night
here, and set out for Mardin in the morning, as they insisted that
I should certainly lose my way by night, and could not divine the
cause of such heedless running into danger. I yielded to their
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till it lost itself in the plain* To the left, or on the north, was the
longer and lower ridge of Mardin, distant only three or four miles,
and running nearly in the direction of our march, or about south-
east. It was amidst these hills, as we passed them, that we saw a
large ruined town, with a castle, called Benaweel ; near to which, in
the same direction, is Dara, or Kara Dara, an ancient post of some
importance, now in ruins, but still possessing extensive remains,
according to the report of two of our party who had often been
there.

A description of the situation and construction of this fortress,
as well as of its importance, is given by Gibbon, on the authority of
Procopius, in his History of the Persian War.}

# « Au midi dé¢ Mardin s'éleve la montagne de Singiar, qui a été de tout temps la
terreur des caravanes; elle peut avoir quatorze lieues de longueur, et s’étend du nord-
est au sud-ouest dans une plaine immense, qui aux mois de Mars et d’Avril n’est qu’une
prairie charmante, tapissée de verdure, parsemée de fleurs odoriférantes, et arrosée de
plusieurs sources que la fonte des neiges convertit souvent en larges et impétueux
torrens. Le sommet de cette montagne offre un terrain plat et fertile, o serpentent et
murmurent mille ruisseaux agréables. L’orge et le millet y viennent en abondance ;
les raisins et les figues qu'il produit, sont renommés par leur beauté et leur goit
exquis.”—Description du Pachalik de Bagdad, p. 96, 97.

+ After enumerating the loss as sustained by the Greek emperor Anastasius, in his
contests with the Persian Kobad, he says, ¢ To avert the repetition of the same evils,
Anastasius resolved to found a new colony, so strong, that it should defy the power of
the Persian, so far advanced towards Assyria, that its stationary troops might defend
the province by the menace or operation of offensive war. For this purpose, the town
of Dara, fourteen miles from Nisibis, and four days’ journey from the Tigris, was
peopled and adorned : the hasty works of Anastasius were improved by the perseverance
of Justinian ; and, without insisting on places less important, the fortifications of Dara
may represent the military architecture of the age. The city was surrounded with two
walls, and the interval between them, of fifty paces, afforded a retreat to the battle of
the besieged. The inner wall was a monument of strength and beauty: it measured
sixty feet from the ground, and the height of the towers was one hundred feet; the
loop-holes, from whence an enemy might be annoyed with missile weapons, were small,
but numerous; the soldiers were planted along the rampart, under the shelter of double
galleries, and a third platform, spacious and secure, was raised on the summit of the
towers. The exterior wall appears to have been less lofty, but more solid ; and each
tower was protected by a quadrangular bulwark. A hard, rocky soil resisted the tools
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Sheikh Farsee, as he was called, was the absolute sovereign of all
the territory, from this to the neighbourhood of Mardin.

In directing an inquiry, as to the state of the road farther on, it
appeared, from all we could collect, that there were still more dan-
gers to encounter than those we had already left behind us; and
other chiefs were spoken of, who, from being more powerful than
Sheikh Farsee, would not content themselves, without a proportio-
nately larger tribute than he had received from us. Whether this
was true or false, the impression created by it was such, that even
theTartars would not prosecute their journey alone, notwithstanding
the importance to them of expedition, but determined to abide with
the caravan, for the sake of enjoying its protection, so that we all
now clung together for mutual aid. |

Towards the evening, I left the tent of the Hadjee, to make an
excursion around the ruins of former days, which are found in
abundance here. Though I saw much at a distance, the insolence
and jealousy of the inhabitants were such as to prevent my entering
into the town, and, consequently, to deprive me of the power of
examining any thing closely, or seeing much in detail. Some par-
ticulars of the present state of this settlement were, however, col-
lected, and these will serve at least to contrast with those which are
related of its former importance.*

The first foundation of Nisibeen mounts up to an antiquity

* In the Description of the Pachalik of Bagdad, the situation and condition of
Nisibin is thus briefly mentioned :—¢ Sans m'arréter aux villages de la dépendance de
Moussol, je passe a Nissibin, ville qui en est éloignée d’environ quarante-deux lieues.
Cette cité célebre, a laquelle les Grecs donnérent le surnom de seconde Antioche,
cause de sa situation délicieuse, fut prise, comme on le sait par Lucullus sur Tigrane,
du temps de la guerre de Mithridate, et devint le boulevart de I’'Empire Romain, contre
les Parthes et les Perses. Il n'en reste aujourd’hui que quelques masures qui servent
seulement & indiquer le lieu ou elle a existé. Des Arabes y habitent, et une petite
riviére, qui est apparemment le Migdonius, en fertilise les plaines. Le site de Nissibin,
son climat, et la beauté de son terroir, la rendent encore digne de la célébrité dont elle
a joui autrefois ; elle est sous la régie du vaivode de Mardin, dépendant lui-méme du
pacha de Bagdad, qui le nomme et le dépose & son gré.”—p. 92, 93.
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beyond even the reach of records; since it is thought, by some
learned divines,* to be one of the places enumerated in the Scrip-
tures, as built by Nimrod, « the mighty hunter before the Lord.”+

Its name is more frequently written “ Nesibis,” on the medals
which are preserved of it. It is found to be written “ Nisibis” in
Greek authors, while the present pronunciation of the name,
“ Nisibeen,” or « Nesbin,” is said, by D’Anville, to be in conformity
to Abulfeda, the Arabian geographer.}

Its situation is very clearly marked, as being in the northern
part of Mesopotamia, between the Tigris and Euphrates; though
it has been placed on the banks of the former hy some geographers,
who have confounded this river with the stream that runs by it.§
This stream, according to the most modern maps, is made to dis-
charge itself into the Euphrates ; but, by the more ancient map of
Cellarius, which corresponds with the opinion and report of the
people of the country, it discharges itself into the Tigris. 'This
river of Nisibeen is the Saocaras of Ptolemy, and is formed of
several small torrents, which unite together in the neighbourhood
of Nisibeen. It was afterwards, under the Seleucides, called Myg-
donius, as may be gathered from the Emperor. Julian, who says,

* See Cellarius Anc. Geog. p. 448. 4to.

+ The cities attributed to Nimrod are as numerous throughout Mesopotamia-and
Babylonia as those attributed to Pharaoh are in Egypt, or those to Solomon in Palestine
and Syria. Among others, was the city of Samarah, one of the most famous in eastern
annals. “ This city,” observes Mr.- Beckford,  is supposed to have stood on the site
where Nimrod erected his tower. Khondemir relates, in his Life of Motassem, that
this princ2, to terminate the disputes which were perpetually happening between the
inhabitants of Bagdad and his Turkish slaves, withdrew from thence, and, having
fixed on a situation in the plain of Catoul, there founded Samarah. He is said to have
had, in the stables of this city, a hundred and thirty thousand pied horses, each of
which carried, by his order, a sack of earth, to a place he had chosen. By this accu-
mulation an elevation was formed that commanded a view of all Samarah, and served
for the foundation of his magnificent palace.”—Notes to the Caliph Vathek.

{ Ammianus Marcellinus says, ¢ Nisibis jam indé 2 Mithridaticis regni temporibus
ne Oriens a Persis occuparetur, viribus restitit maximis.”—lib. 25. .

§ See Cellarius Anc. Geog. p. 448. 4to.
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After Shapoor had conquered the greater part of the Jezeereh,*
he marched against Nisibis, which long resisted his efforts to subdue
it. According to Persian authors,} this celebrated fortress was at
last taken, more through the effect of the prayers, than the arms, of
his soldiers. For, wearied with the siege, Shapoor commanded his
army to unite in supplications to the Divinity for its fall; and Per-
sian authors state that the wall actually fell as they were imploring
Heaven for success.] ,

An unsuccessful attempt on this place by Sapor is described
by Gibbon, from the Orations of Julian, as taking place
about the year 338 of the Christian era.. This, however,
was Shapoor the Second, of the Persian historians, (between
whom and his predecessor of the same name six sovereigns had
intervened,) the son of Hormuz, who was crowned in his
mother’s womb before his birth—a circumstance noted by all the
historians of his life, both Greek and Persian.§ The description of
these unavailing efforts against the fortress of Nisibis by Sapor,
is given in so animated a manner by the historian, who has caught
the leading features from the best authorities, and presented the
whole as a glowing picture of his own, that the reader, who feels
sufficient interest in the subject to desire further details, may
receive great gratification on turning to the pages in which
these are recorded. | '

About twenty-five years after this, according to the chronology
of the Persian historians, the Romans invaded Persia, and Shapoor
the Second was called on to defend his country. The Arab tribes,

of Nisihis from the king of Armenia, and bestowed it upon him. Here the Mace-
~ donians had formerly built that city, which they called Antioch of Mygdonia.”—
Antiquities of the Jews, b. xx.c. 3.8. 3. A.D.45.

* Jezeerch means an Island, and is here applied in that sense to the countries in-
cluded between the Euphrates and Tigris, the Mesopotamis of the ancients.

+ Zeenut ul Tuarikh.

{ History of Persia, vol. i. p. 98, from De Sacy’s Memoirs, p. 289. A. D. 260.

§ Gibbon, v. iii. p. 134; and History of Persia, v.i. p.106.

i See Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, vol. iii. c. 18, pp. 142—145.
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* This emperor was succeeded by Jovian, by whom this fortress
was yielded to Shapoor, as part of the cession with which he. gladly
purchased a peace* The entry of Jovian into Nisibis, and the
sufferings of the inhabitants, who were ordered to evacuate it in
three days, are described by Ammianus, who was present at the
scene.t This irresolute emperor, instead of breaking through the
toils of the enemy, expected his fate with patient resignation, and
accepted the humiliating conditions of peace which it was no longer
in his power to refuse. The five provinces beyond the Tigris,
which had been ceded by the grandfather of Shapoor, were restored
to the Persian monarch. He acquired by a single article the im-
pregnable city of Nisibis, which had sustained in three successive
sieges the effort of his arms.}

It was, however, wrested from the hands of the Persians about
thirty years afterwards, according to the date of the reign of the
emperor under which it happened. Khosrou Parviz had been
fourteen years on the throne when the Greeks conspired against
their emperor, and killed him, with his son Theodosius. There was
another son of his at the court of Parviz, and under his command
he sent a numerous army into the country of the Greeks, and into
Syria. Being entered here, they first possessed themselves of
Palestine and Jerusalem. They made prisoners of all the bishops
who were at the Holy City, with many other persons, ‘possessed
themselves of the true cross, which was shut up in a case of gold
and buried underneath the earth, and sent it to Parviz, in Persia.
They then, in the same manner, rendered themselves masters of
Alexandria and Nubia, and having entered the territory of Constan-
tinople, committed great havoc. The Greeks, however, would not
acknowledge the son, but named Heraclius their emperor, who, on
the strength of a favourable dream, assembled an army at Con-
stantinople, and marched as far as Nisibeen. Parviz sent twelve

* D’Anville sur 'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 52.
+ Book xxv. s. 9. v. 2. pp. 406—408.
.} Gibbon, vol. iv. c. 24. p. 210,
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It has now, however, fallen into great decline. At the present
moment it is occupied by about three hundred families of Arabs
and Koords, mixed, under the government of Sheikh Farsee, who is
himself a Koord horseman, and whose followers are mostly his own.
countrymen. These are chiefly Mohammedans, who have a mosque
for their worship, though there are also a few Christians, who live
among them peaceably ; but there are now no Jews. The houses of
the modern town, which are found erected on the ruins, scarcely
exceed a hundred habitable ones, and these are small square
buildings of stone and mud, with flat roofs of straw, divided by
narrow a.]leys—for they can scarcely be called streets—and wearing
altogether an air of great poverty

The situation of the town is in a level plam, with the hills of
Mardin ranging along on the north, at the distance of from five to
ten miles; the high mountain of Sinjar on the south, distant about
ten or twelve leagues; and a flat desert country, generally, to the
east and west. The town is seated on the western bank of the
river Mygdonius, now called merely the river of Nisibeen; and this
is still observed to overflow its banks on the falling of the autumnal
rains, and the melting of the vernal snows; confirming the accuracy
of Julian, who described it as inundating the country near the walls
of the city, and watering the neighbouring fields. There are several
smaller streams running into this river, near the city itself; which
corresponds with what Ptolemy has said of the Saocaras, as quoted
before, and mentioned to be the same with the Mygdonius. It
was this circumstance which formerly assisted the inhabitants
in their agricultural labours, and still enables them to cultivate a
great deal of rice, which requires more water than any other spe-
cies of grain.

Among the most remarkable of the edifices whose remains are
still existing here, is the citadel, a temple, a bridge, and a Roman
En partant de Nisibin, on ne trouve plus ni villes ni villages sur la route; c’est un

désert, habité par des Kiurds, des Arabes, et Yézidis, qui volent et maltraitent souvent
les passans ; ils n'obeissent qu’ a leurs Chieks ou Chefs.”—Otter, t. i. p. 121.
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by some to have been originally constructed for a place of Christian
worship, about the fourth century, and dedicated, on its first build-
ing, to the bishop whose name it bears.* Others, however, sup-
pose it to have been originally a temple of the Romans or Greeks,
which was subsequently converted into a church, when the Chris-
tians became masters of the country.t I had no opportunity of
entering it myself, or of seeing sufficient of it to offer an opinion on
this question.

The river, near which the city of Nisibis stood, is still a consi-
derable stream, augmented as it is by several tributary ones in its
course. It rises in the hills to the northward, and goes away south
and south-east from hence, till its junction with the Khaboor, below
Sinjar, with which, according to some, it runs ultimately into the
Euphrates ; though others here insisted on its going alone into the
Tigris. It is rapid, deep, and clear ; and its waters, which are pure
and sweet,} produce several kinds of fine fish, large crabs, and
water-snakes, or serpents, like those found in the Arabian Sea, and
on the coast of the Concan in India, particularly When approaching
the harbour of Bombay.§

On returning to the camp, after my excursion, I found a large
party of the inhabitants of the town assembled round the tent of
Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhmin, and the eternal demand for presents was

* Niebuhr’s Travels, vol. ii. p. 308. 4to.

+ Travels of M. D’Olivier, vol. iv. p. 247. 8vo.

1 See the Note from Pliny’s Natural History, at p. 244.

§ In the Voyage of Admiral Van Neck, and Vice-Admiral Van Warwyck, to the
East Indies, 1598, 1599, we find the Dutch killing and eating a large sea-serpent, near
the island of Banda, ¢ Le 8 de Mai, 1599, un serpent d’onze piés de long, ayant passé
par un des écubiers du vaisseau Zelande, y fut tué et mangé.”—Voyages de la Comp.
des Indes, t. i. p. 567.

Dampier met with sea-snakes about four feet long, four fingers broad, flat tail, and
spotted with yellow, on the coast of New Holland. There were also smaller ones, spotted
with black and yellow ; and others, very long and slender ; and some as thick as a man’s
leg, with a red head. ¢ This,” says Pennant,  reminds me of the species described by
Arrian, in his ¢ Periplus Maris Erythrei,’ to which he gives black skins, and blood-red
eyes.”—OQutlines of the Globe, vol. iv. p. 100. .
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vociferated from every mouth, but resisted with equal obstinacy.
The people of the tribe living here seemed to be more mixed than
we had before been accustomed to see them. The men only spoke
Arabic, and the women and children Koordi. All were well dressed
and clean, and about as many families resided in tents as in houses.
The roving portion of the community possessed some of the most
beautiful horses that could be seen; and these were chiefly em-
ployed in predatory excursions, while the rest of the men remained
at home to till the ground, to feed the flocks, and to be employed
in the more inglorious task of guarding the harems, or the females
and children of their warring brothers.

At night all our difficulties were surmounted, and our departm'e
was fixed for the morrow. A strong watch was set around our
tents, formed chiefly of volunteers from among those of the caravan
who had the most to lose; but, notwithstanding all our vigilance,
many trifling articles were stolen, and muskets and pistols were
repeatedly discharged during the night at thieves stealing silently
into the camp.
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All my efforts to get even half an hour’s rest were, however,

unavailing. We were roused by the signals of the guards, and
the shouts of the picquets stationed at the out-posts, almost every

described in a former note, (p. 258;) and, as the same fears existed with us, and kept
us awake, in continual apprehension, the sequel of his adventure is worth giving, being
‘as completely illustrative of the state of manners and character at the present day, as
at the moment when it was first written, about two hundred and fifty years ago. The
learned Doctor says: ¢ So we kept awake all the rest of the night, and kept a good
watch, and went on our journey again early the next morning about break of the day ;
and came again to wide and dry heaths, where we saw neither men nor beasts, and so
we went on till noon, where we encamped in a large place, which was surrounded with
walls and ditches pretty well, just like unto a fortress, whereof there are several in these
dangerous places to be seen. When we staid there, two Curters [ Koords] came again to us
into our camp, and-spoke to us, pretending that they came to demand the toll that was
due there, it being their place: but our merchants soon perceived that they were notin
a right cause, wherefore they would allow them nothing, which put these two into such
a passion, that they drew their swords, and would have at us; but our friends did not
stay idle neither, but took their swords away, and laid on with dry blows at them, and
so flung them out of our camp. After this hubbub was over, we dined, and that the
rather that we might not be too much weakened by our hard travelling, and so be the
less able to resist these robbers, for want of strength, if they should fall upon us, which
we were not wont to do before night, chiefly in great deserts, for there we used to get
up presently after midnight, and travel all day long with all speed without eating, which
I had often experimented before ; wherefore I used to provide myself always with bread,
and when I had a mind to eat it, I did either stay behind or go before ; for nobody eats
openly by the way in the sight of others, except he has a mind to run a hazard, because
that most of them are very hungry and so eager at it, that they will assault one another
for it, and take it away from their very mouths. After we had refreshed ourselves,
and fed our beasts, which useth to be done also but once a day, we broke up with our ca-
ravan, and went on again. We quickly saw some mountains before us, where, when we
approached them towards the evening, there appeared sometimes, on a high one, that
before the rest lieth nearer to the plain, some of them, so that we might very well presume
that there was more of them behind in ambuscado, which also proved very true: for,
no sooner were we past it, but before we went up the hill, they came out from behind
the mountain, in great troops on horseback, which immediately drew up into order in
the fields, in two squadrons, three and three in a rank, to the number of about three
hundred, almost as many as we were. They exercised their horses, which were very
lank, very swiftly, turned sometimes on one, and then on the other hand, and come at
length to us within a bow's shot. They had most of them darts, which they played
withal in their full speed, sometimes holding it downwards, as if they would run through
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ten minutes during the night. Sometimes, the alarm was well-
founded, and nothing but a general muster and display of our
force, in a state for immediate action, prevented the attacks of
several bodies of Koords, formed in different quarters to assail us;
at other times, the alarm was groundless, and arose from the idle
discharges of pistols and muskets within our own camp: between
both, however, sleep, or even bodily repose, was unattainable ; so
that I burned with impatience to commence our dangerous march.

a deer, which was a pleasant but very dangerous sight to us. When they shewed them-
selves, so as if they would fall upon us instantly, we drew our caravan close together,
in order to resist them. Wherefore we stood still, and tied our beasts together, and
bound the fore feet of each of them, that they could not stir ; behind them stood our
mockery, [Mookeri, or camel drivers,] with their bows, and all those that were not well
provided with arms and horses either to shoot at the enemy, or else, in case of necessity,
if they should come too near us, to sally out, and cut off their horses with our scymitars.
Near unto us our horses were drawn up into a troop, ready for their assault, to venture
their success. After a whole hour’s delay, we sent at length two of our company to
* them, and they sent also two of theirs to meet them to parley together; but which way
they made up an agreement I know not, but they prevailed so much with them, that
soon after they left us, and rode away, and we went on in our journey. After this, we
kept our caravan, (that is so much as to say, a great many people, with loaden camels,
asses, and horses,) in far better order than we had done before, and came that same day
a good way to a small village, where we encamped and staid all night.”—pp. 169—171.
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On our return, in the evening, I was conducted by the cawasses
to my own lodgings, where a large party of the different sects of
Christians, residing here, was assembled to greet me with welcome.
These were chiefly mercantile men, and most of them had travelled
over a large portion of the Turkish empire. They were generally,
as I thought, much more liberal in their sentiments, and more for-
bearing towards each other, than the Christians of the East usually
are. So that our party, though composed of many different sec-
taries, was nevertheless a happy and an harmonious one. Our even-
ing feast was crowned by the copious draughts of ardent spirits,
without which no Christian meeting in these countries would be
considered an orthodox one; and before midnight many had mea-
sured their lengths on the floor where they sat, and few were able
to find their way home to their own dwellings.

each question, yet he was not satisfied, but bid us to withdraw, and stay until we
heard his answer. We understood his meaning very well, that it was only to screw
a present out of us, yet we would not understand it, butshewed him our pass, sub-
scribed both by the Bashaw and the Cadi of Aleppo, to try whether that would give
him content. So he took it and read it over, and looked very diligently upon their
seals, as they use to seal, after they had dipped it first into ink, so that all but the
letter is black. When he found them right, and did not know any more to say to us,
he let us go ; then we made him his reverence again, and so we went backwards out of
his lodgings, for if you turn your back to any one, although it be a far meaner person,
they take it as a great incivility, rudeness, and disparagement.”—p. 144.
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In the evening, the caravan which I accompanied from Aleppo
made its entry into Mousul, and so great was the consideration
enjoyed here by the Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhman, that a crowd of his
friends and dependants went out beyond the walls. of the city to
greet his arrival, and to bring him into his own house, amid their

Iouest, et peut estre comparée 3 Pise, ou a Angers; il y a un beau pont de bateaux
pour passer du costé de la Perse. La pluspart des habitans de Moussol sont Chrétiens,
de la secte des Jahoabites ; il y a un Pacha, avec peu de milice Ottomane. Cette ville
est renommée par toute I’Asie pour les toiles teintes en rouge, qui ne perdent jamais
leur couleur, et pour les noix de galles, que I'on en transporte en Europe, et autres
parties du monde, des montagnes circonvoisines, avec quoy I'on accommode le Maroquin
du Levant. Il y a aussi aux environs de cette ville le long du Tigre de trés-bon reglisse,
que les Arabes appellent Rgls; la feuille de cette plante mise dans la bouche a le
mesme goust que les carnes molles ; la racine est ce que I'on nous apporte en Europe,
laquelle ne vient jamais droitte, n’y plus grosse que le bras, comme j'ay observé; les
naturels s'en servent dans les bains, et nous autres pour les ptisanes.”—Voyages et
Observations du Sieur de la Boullaye-le-Gous, 4to. Paris, 1657.

The following observations of Otter apply to a period of about eighty years later,
(in 1736,) and only seven years before the bombardment of Nadir Shah, spoken of
in the text.

¢¢ Mosul, capitale du pays de Dgeziré, est située sur la bord occidentale du Tigre,
‘dans un pays uni & six journées de Miafarikin, si ’on prend le chemin du fort de
Kifa, et & huit si 'on passe par Mardin. Ebul-Feda dit qu'elle avoit deux enceintes
de murailles plus grandes que celles de Damas, mais qu’elles étoient en partie ruinées
de son tems, de méme que le fort : elle a aujourd’hui un mur, des fossés, et un rempart
du c6té delariviére. Les kiervanserais, les palais, et les autres édifices, batis de pierres
dures, sont assez beaux. L’air y est bon dans le printems, qui est pour ce pays la
meilleure saison. Le chaleur y est grande en été, le froid rude en hiver, et les fievres
y regnent pendant l'automne. La ville est riche, et les habitans sont braves. Ils
parlent communement quatre langues, savoir, ' Arabe, le Turc, le Persan, et le Kiurd.
On y fait un grand commerce, surtout de toiles de coton blanches et noires, qui s’y fa-
. briquent. On y vend aussi des marchandises des Indes qu'on apporte de Basra ; et on
tire par la voie de Haleb les draps et autres marchandises de I’Europe.”—Ofter, tome
i. pp. 136, 137. )

¢ Vis-a-vis de Mosul, de 'autre cté de la riviére, est une source.de Nafte, et plus
loin encore A I'est il y a une autre source appellée Re€s-ul-Naoura, de laquelle on tire
un limon qui sert & teindre en bleu, comme I'indigo. Au sud, en tirant du coté de
Bagdad, il sort de la terre quantité de résine dont on fait de la poix pour enduire les
barques et les bains; et 4 une journée de Mosul du méme coté, on trouve prés du
Tigre dans le désert de I'eau naturellement chaude. On y a pratiqué un bassin pour
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A sumptuous feast' was now ready to close the scene, and while
the Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhman was seated on one carpet, surrounded
by all the strangers who journeyed in his train, the nephew enter-
tained, on another carpet, all those of the town who came to greet
them jointly on their safe return. Even here, however, amidst all the
parade of wealth and hospitality, the hoary pilgrim’did not disdain
to bargain with me in whispers for the purchase of my horse, as he
understood that I should be obliged to sell it and go to Bagdad
with post-horses in the company of the Tartars, (no’ smgle animal
being able to keep up- -with their rapid pace ;) and in this trans-
action he suﬂiclently verified the proverb on the mﬂuence of a
journey to Mecca,* by persuadmg me ‘intq the sale of tlus excellent
animal, for about half the price it would have brought in the public
bazar, though I was in some degree disposed to yield to his terms,
from a conviction that the horse, to whom I had now become
strongly attached, would be better treated, and more happy under
his care, than in the hands of an entire stranger.

® See this proverb at the end of chap. vi. p. 129.
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punish us for our offences, by the only means within his power: for
all his terms of abuse being exhausted, he kept us on one continued
gallop, at the rate of eight or nine miles an hour, though the ground
we went over was a stony and desert tract, and a constant succession
of ascent and descent, 80 as to render it unusually fatiguing. We
were favoured, however, by a bright moonlight, so that no accident
occurred to any one, though it required not only sure-footed beasts,
but animals really familiar with the road, not to have fallen with
us at the rate we galloped. '

" It was near midnight when we reached a large village, called
Ain Koura, having travelled, since leaving Kellek, on the banks of
the Zarba, about twenty-four miles in a south-easterly direction.
Young Ali, the Tartar, having been sent off at a forced gallop, about
a league before we reached the village, to prepare for our reception,
every thing was in order when we arrived ; and when we alighted,
carpets, cushions, pipes, and coffee, were all ready prepared, and an
excellent supper set before us, after which we lay down on soft and
clean beds, on the terrace, to sleep. "
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the maintenance of the camel which had carried his personal bag-
gage in his expedition against the Scythians.*

By some of the ancient geographers, this town of Arbela is
placed on the river Lycus;t but, as we have seen, it is nearly thirty
miles to the south-east of that stream, supposing this to be the same

"with the Zabatus, or Zarba, as before assumed. D’Anville seems
to have had very imperfect materials to guide him through this
part of Alexander’s route, though, in his dissertation, he blames
Ptolemy, and quotes Arrian, after which he fixes Arbela on'the river
Caprus, or the lesser Zab, which is equally far from the truth, as
there is no stream sufficiently near to Arbeel, for this town to be
considered as seated on any river at all.

With regard to the observation of this geographer, that Arbela
is always spoken of as a small place: it may have been originally a
very inconsiderable one; but Strabo says, that Arbela was adorned
by Alexander, on account of his victory there, and that a mourtain
or hill in the neighbourhood of it (probably indeed the one on
which the castle is now built) was called Nicatorius, to commemo-
rate the same event.}

* « Quoique il soit d’'usage d’appliquer le nom d’Arbelles (Arbela, qui est au
‘pluriel,) & une fameuse bataille qui fit perdre aux Perses I’empire d’Asie, pour le donner
aux Grecs, c’est toutefois sous le nom d’untrés petit lieu qu'il en est parlé dans Strabon,
dans Arrien, et dans Plutarque. Strabon ajoute sur ce sujet, que Darius, fils d’Hys- .
taspe, avoit destiné ce lieu A I'entretien d’'un chameau qui avait porté le bagage propre
a sa personne dans son expédition contre les Scythes.”—D’ Anville sur I Euphrate et le
Tigre, p. 88. 4to. _

+ See the authorities for this position, quoted by Lempriere.

{ The conflicting testimonies, not only of different writers, but of the same histo-
rians, in various portions of their narratives, on the position and events of the battle of
Arbela, require to be analyzed and compared.

Arrian, in his history of the Expedition of Alexander, says, that the whole army of
Darius consisted of forty thousand horse, a million of foot, two hundred hooked chariots,
and about fifteen elephants, which arrived from the parts beyond the river Indus.
With these forces Darius encamped at Gaugamela, upon the banks of the river Buma-
dus, about six hundred stadia distant from Arbela, in a country every where open and
champaign ; for whatever inequality was in the surface of the earth thereabouts, and
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that, on entering it from the one side, it is necessary to pass over a
bridge ; and, on quitting it by the other, to go out over a similar
one, each of them being formed of a single arch, and both being
steep, lofty, and wide. The united population of these two quarters
of the town is estimated, by the inhabitants thefnselves, to exceed
twenty thousand ; but, from what I observed of the size and build-
ings of the place, I think the number could not be greater than
six or seven thousand at most. These are chiefly Mohammedans, in
equal proportions of Arabs and Turks; so that both these languages
are well understood among them. The complexions and features
of the people already began to wear a southern look, resembling
those of the Arabs of Yemen much more than those of the upper
parts of Syria. 'The dresses were like those of Mousul, chiefly light
and gay-coloured shalloons and muslins, some of them indeed almost
fantastic from their variety of finery. I observed here, for the first
time, the short-trimmed beards, which are usually worn by the
Arabs and Persians along the lower parts of the Euphrates, and in
the provinces of Shooster and the low countries on the east of the
Tigris. ‘

The two branches of the Altoun Sou, which run through the
town, are neither so wide, so deep, nor so rapid as the stream of
Zerba to the northward. Its waters are, however, equally sweet
and clear; and the rate of its current, at the present season, was
somewhat less than four miles an hour, being fully equal to that of
the Tigris. These branches were said to unite themselves just be-
low the town, and go in one to the Tigris, being navigable all the
way from hence to the point of its discharge into that river near
the village of Kellek. : ,

This stream is, no doubt, the Zabatus Minor of Xenophon, and
the Caprus of Ptolemy ;* and its latter appellation, as opposed to

* This appears to be the same stream as that crossed by. Rauwolff on his way from
Bagdad to Mousul, as well as can be gathered from the distances on his route, and
named by him in the following passage :—¢¢ After we had joined him, we went from
thence on the fifth of January in a very handsome number; for the merchant alone

2v
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that of Lycus, given to the former on account of the fury or rapidity
of its waters, may, as D’Anville suggests, be appropriately used to
signify a stream less rapid in its course.*

Taking this for the Lesser Zab, and the Zerba for the greater
one, according to the opinion of this writer, the town and fortress
of Arbela is then seated just between these two streams, exactly in
the position assigned to it by Ptolemy. The French geographer
reproaches him with error in so doing, while he commits himself a
greater one in attempting to correct the position given to it by this
writer. Some of the Greeks, as we have seen, placed the town on
the stream of the Lycus, or Greater Zab ; and D’Anville seats it on
the Caprus, or Lesser Zab, from both of which it is some distance ;}
so that Ptolemy is therefore more correct than either in placing it
between them.

had about fifty camels and asses, which were only loaden with gauls, with him to carry to
Carahemit, (Kara Amid) where he lived, and to send from thence to Aleppo, where they
are bought by our merchants, to be sent into our country. So we travelled all day long,
and also half the night, without eating or drinking, very fast, and began to rest about
midnight. After we had for the remaining part of the night hardly refreshed our
beasts and ourselves with eating and drinking a little, we broke up again before day-
light, to go on in our way. When we were gone a good way through fruitful and
pleasant valleys, we came betimes to another river, by Ptolemy called Caprus, which,
although it is not very broad, yet it is very deep, so that we had much to do to get
through, which I found not without a great detriment to my plants, which I carried
on horseback before me.”—p. 165.

* < Le petit Zab, nommé Caprus dans Ptolomée, ce que peut le faire croire moins
precipité dans son cours que le Grand Zab, est appellé en langue Turque, qui est un
dialecte Tartare, ¢ Altoun Sou,’ signifiant ¢ Riviére d’Or.’ ”—D’ Anville sur T Euphrate
et le Tigre, pp. 89, 90.

+ ¢ The Lesser Zab falls into the Tigris at Len or Assen: the Greater Zab, at
Haditha, or thirty-six miles higher. They are large rivers, both together equal to half
the Tigris. They are written indifferently Zaba, An-Zaba, or Diava, A-diava, both
from 13+, Chaldaic, and 2N?, Zeeb, (Zab,) Hebrew, a wolf. Hence Avxs, and Ptolemy’s
misnomer ¢ Leukus’—Schulter's Vita Saladini. Indev Geog. ¢ Fluvius Zabus.” It
would have been as well if he had given us a good derivation of Kaprus. A wolf, a
wild boar, and a tiger, are proper associates.”—Vincent's Commerce of the Ancients,
Diss. on the site of Opis, vol. i. p. 534. Note.
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to interpret the expression of Yezdem domus, as the habitations of
the Yezeedis, or worshippers of Yezdan, the peculiar name of God
in their language ; more particularly, as it is applied to several vil-
lages on the domain of an ancient Persian Queen, Parysatis, the
mother of the younger Cyrus. Ifthis be admitted, it will correspond
with the actual, as well as the former, state of the country here ;
for we had ourselves seen a village of these Yezeedis, who trace
their descent from the Koords and ancient Persians, now guarding
the pass of the greater Zab. By them, we were assured of there
being other villages, peopled by Yezeedis, similar to themselves,
both in their immediate neighbourhood, and between them and the
lesser Zab* Here, too, upon this last stream itself, we learnt that
there were still other villages, scattered over the parts through which
it passed, before it reached the Tigris; and that these were the very
people who now interrupted the navigation of the stream, and pre-
vented our descending to Bagdad on rafts by the river.t

As we smoked our evening pipes with the Aga, and the principal
residents of the town, who had collected imperceptibly, to inquire

* Of the Lesser Zab, Otter says: ¢ Nous passames le 25, (Avril, 1734,) Altoun
Soui, (the Golden Water,) qu’ Ebul-Feda appelle Zab-al-asgar, c'est-a-dire, le petit
Zab, quoiquil soit fort grand. Le Géographe Turc dit quil vient du pays de Diar-
bekr, et qu’il se jette dans le Tigre & un endroit nommé Tendge-Bogazi, ou il y a des
hauteurs, des arbres et des roseaux, qui servent de retraite aux lions. Le ménie prétend
que la ville d’ Agour étoit située au confluant du petit Zab et du Tigre ; mais il n’en reste
aucun vestige aujourd’hui."—Tome i. p. 149.

+ Rauwolff speaks of the existence of this mode of conveyance in hls day. < The
thirtieth we went from thence, and about noon we came to a town called Presta, which
is chiefly towards the river whereon it lieth, very well fortified, but what the inhabitants
call that river I do not remember, but according to its situation, it must be that which
Ptolemy called Gorgus, which runs below into the Tiger. In this place they make
floats, which, although they are not very big, nor have much wood in them, yet they
have abundance of bucks and goat skins blown up, hung, or fixed underneath the
bottom, without doubt, by reason that they may load the more upon them, and also
because the river is rapid, that they may have the less fear or danger. On these floats
they carry several sorts of merchandizes, but chiefly fruit, viz. figs, almonds, cibebs,

nuts, corn, wine, soap, &c. a - great part whereof goeth farther into the Indies.”—
pp- 163, 164.
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Arabs are exceedingly fond of this display of horsemanship, and
skilful management of arms; and it must be confessed, that when
the animals are of a high cast, the accoutrements good, and the
riders firmly possessed of their seat, there are few exhibitions which
shew either the skill or vigour of the man, or the fire and the beauty
of the horse, to greater advantage.

When the ten chosen guards were selected out for us, the young
leader headed his troop and left us, to hasten towards the rest of
the tribe whom we had met on their march in the morning. We
prepared also to depart, and about nine o’clock we left the town of
Altoun Kupree, going out over the southern bridge, and contmumg
our way in close order.

We went now on a course of south-east, over a ‘generally level
country, with detached patches of cultivation, and a few small villages
scattered in different directions near our road. We travelled .in so
complete a silence, that not a sound, except that of the tramping
of our horses, was heard for several miles; and though we often
set out on a gallop as if by one impulse, and drew up again together
to ease the horses over bad ground, not a word was exchanged
throughout our whole. party; even midnight coming upon us,
without a single voice having broken silence since our first setting
out. Every one, indeed, seemed too intent on lopking around him
for an expected attack from enemies, to think of any thing beyond
preparation for his own defence.

Jury 9th.—Soon after midnight, we came among ridges of
stony hills, which, in some places, pointed up the sharp edges of
their strata perpendicularly to the horizon, and in other places were
of an undulating or wavy form in their outline.

We continued among these for about three hours, our rate of
travelling being slower here, on account of the badness of the road,
and on leaving them, we came out on a wide and level plain.

Here our Arab escort quitted us, as we were considered to be
clear of all the reported danger of the road ; they returned to over-
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take the rest of their tribe to the northward, and we continued our
way more. southerly over the plain, till we came at.day-light to the
town of Kerkook, having galloped about thirty-five miles since
leaving Altoun Kupree, and in a general direction of south-south-
east.

After reposing from the fatigues of the night, we all arose before
noon, and I went out, as was my usual custom, with some one of
the inhabitants as a guide, to see as much as I could of the town
during our halt here. It is composed of three distinct portions,
each of a considerable size.* In the principal one of. these, is a
high. and extensive mound, artificially shaped on the inclined slope,
like that of Arbela, before described. On this, stands a fortified
town, rather than a castle, within the walls of which are included a
great number of dwellings, and the minarets of three mosques are
seen to rise above the rest of the buildings from below. In this,
it was said, none but Moslems were privileged to reside, and the
number of these was considered to be five or six thousand, but pro-
bably overrated.

The second portion, though inferior, in consequence, as to the
rank of those who reside in it, and its importance as a place of de-
fence, is yet by far the most extensive and the most populous of the
three. This is spread out on the plain around the foot of the cita-
del, as the elevated portion is called, and in it are the principal
khans, coffee-houses, bazars, &c.; though the minarets of only two
mosques are seen, as the inhabitants are not all Mohammedan, but
contain a mixture of Armenians, Nestorians, and Syrian Christians.
The population of this portion amounts to about ten thousand
souls, and the burying-ground below is as extensive, in the space
which it covers, as a moderate-sized village.

* Rauwolff speaks of it thus: ¢ After the Sabbath of the Jews, my companions, was
over, we went on again, and came the twenty-sixth of December to Carcuck, a glorious
fine city, lying in a plain, in a very fertile country ; at four miles distance is another
that lieth on an ascent, whither we also travelled, my companions having business in
both of them, and so we spent two days in them before we were ready to go on again.”
—p- 162.
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some known account in his own time of these springs, as the geo-
graphy of Babylonia and Assyria must have been always popularly
known to the learned among the Romans, after the histories of
Alexander’s expedition into the East were written.*

On my return to the house at which the Tartars had put up, I
found a large party assembled, who seemed to derive great enter-
tainment from the antics of a dancing bear. This was a large
white shaggy animal, which had been brought by the Koords, who
exhibited it, from the snow-clad mountains of their own country, at
a distance of four days’ journey to the eastward. They said that
these animals were very rare among their hills, and the liberality
with which the spectators rewarded their shewing it, seemed to
imply that it was a creature still less frequently seen here.}

From the report of my guide, corrected by some confronting
testimonies of others whom I questioned on the same subject, I
" learnt that there were, in each of the three portions of which Ker-
kook is composed, ten mosques, twenty-four coffee-houses, ten khans,
and two public baths; and that the number of Christian places of
worship, of different sects, was either four or five. The town is
subject to the Pasha of Bagdad, and its environs are sufficiently
productive to yield him a respectable tribute. The governor is one
of his own immediate dependants, and attached to him are just a
sufficient number of soldiers only to form a body-guard for his
personal defence.

* Naphtha is mentioned as abounding in Babylonia, and was said to run in the
manner of liquid bitumen. The affinity between it and fire is insisted on, and it was
thus, says Pliny, that Medea burnt her husband’s concubine. Her girdle, being anointed
by it, was caught by the fire when she approached the altars to sacrifice.—Plin. Nat.
Hist. book ii. c. 105.

+ Wild beasts of almost all the larger species were found in this country in the time
of the elder Cyrus; and the hunting of them formed an important part of the education
of the princes and nobles of Persia.—Cyropedia, book i.
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the town of Kara Tuppé. It appeared to me, to be hardly more than
half the size of Kiffree, and the population still less in proportion ;
that of Kiffree being estimated at three thousand, while the inha-
bitants of this are thought not to exceed one thousand. The ap-
pearance and language of the people are as decidedly Turkish as the
name of the place itself, and all seemed to confirm the opinion already
expressed as to the common origin and progress of these halting-
stations on the road.
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viour to us on the road, and all the consequent inconveniences that
I had suffered ; and by this gentleman I was assured that proper
notice should be taken of the Tartar’s treacherous conduct. The
reception I met with at the hands of Mr. Rich, was warm and
cordial in the highest degree. 1 found an apartment ready for me,
servants placed at my disposal, and, indeed, all the comforts of a
paternal home, with the most hearty and oft-repeated welcome.
After passing a short time in conversation with Mr. Rich, I was
conducted by one of his servants to the bath; and after much
enjoyment there, returned to pass a day of unusual happiness in
the intelligent and amiable society of Mr. and Mrs. Rich, and the
- other members of their family.
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the entrance gate to the Great Castle of Bosra in the Hauran, now
used by the Mohammedans residing in that ruined city, for prayer,
as it points directly to the Kaaba. I had at first conceived that to
have been a Roman military guard-house, converted, from its local
convenience, to its present purpose; but, as there are strong reasons
to believe that castle to be a Saracenic work, grafted on the ruins
of a noble Roman theatre, this supposed guard-house might well
have been a chapel, with its fan-topped niche of prayer, just as the
same is seen here, in the less doubtful court of the Jamah el Khas-
sakey, at Bagdad. Down the centre of the back of this niche ran
a broad band, richly sculptured with vases, flowers, &c. in the very
best style of workmanship, and the whole was. executed on a white
and fine grained marble.*

The work seen in the interior of this mosque seemed to be
of much later date than the original building. It was not merely
simple, but mean, though it had several Arabic inscriptions, in a good
upright character, and one in the loose and flowing character of the
Persians. The minaret is apparently a work of the present century,
and offers nothing remarkable in its structure, its form being like
the other towers in the town, and its surface one tawdry glare of
green, black, and other coloured tiles, mixed with the brick of which
it is built. >

The Jamah el Vizier, which is seated near the Tigris, and only
a few yards from. the Bab el Jissr, or gate of the bridge, has a fine
dome and lofty minaret. The great mosque, seated in the square
of El Maidan, in the way from the north-west gate to the palace
and the British residence, is also a noble building ; but most of the
others, not here particularly named, are of comparatively inferior
importance.

The domes of Bagdad are said to be in the Persian taste; and
the difference of their form and style of decoration, from those of

* The mixture of Roman and Saracenic architecture and sculpture in the same
edifices has been already frequently adverted to in this and preceding volumes, in
which the subject of the different orders has been discussed.
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the Nile. It was at this place that I first saw the humped bullock,
so common in’ India, and found also in- southern' Arabia, along the
coasts of Yemen, but not known in Egypt, or the northern parts of
Mesopotamia.

One of the peculiarities of Bagdad is its race of white asses,
which, as at Cairo, are saddled and bridled for the convenience of
* passengers from one part of the town to another, wheeled ‘carriages
of any- description being unknown. These are equally as large
and spirited as the Egyptian ass, and have as easy and speedy a
pace. They are frequently spotted over with colours, and otherwise
fantastically marked with red stains of the Hennah plant, in a man-
ner that would fit them for any of those grotesque pantomimes in
which the English clown Grimaldi distinguishes himself, but which
species of ornament seems ill-adapted to the general gravity of a
Moslem city.

Jury 21st.—The whole of the day was passed by me at home,
in order to receive the morning visits of all the Christians of consi-
deration residing here, and of such other public characters as paid
their daily attendance at Mr. Rich’s divan.

The only two European consulships at Bagdad, are those of the
English and French. The former is an appointment of the East
India Company, with very handsome allowances, and is filled with
great ability and dignity by their.resident, Mr. Rich.* The house,

Hedjeen ; while the camel is called Gemel, or Jemel, according to the district in which
the hard or soft pronunciation of the g prevails.

* This estimable and justly-lamented individual, a short time subsequent to the
period here spoken of, fell a victim to that scourge of the East, the cholera morbus,
which, during one of his journeys in Persia, put a sudden and premature end to the
brilliant career which his profound and varied acquirements promised. As the in-
cidents recorded in this volume were matters of individual experience and observation,
none of them have been subsequently obliterated ; but, though nothing will be taken
away from what has been mentioned in the original manuscript respecting this excellent
individual, I should reproach myself with injustice, if I did not add, after this lapse of
time, my sincere though, humble testimony to the-high character of all his public virtues
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representative, could have made a residence here at all tolerable
to a European. In the winter, the climate is cold, (the latitude
being about 33’ north,) and many snow-clad mountains within a
short distance, from which bleak winds descend ; but the three
months of June, July, and August, are so intensely hot, as to make
persons staying here, even after a long residence in India, sigh for
the more temperate regions of Bengal or Hindoostan. Intense as
the heat of the climate may appear to the English reader, from the
degrees of the thermometer given in the preceding page, it may
be added, that there were seasons in which the heat was even still
greater than there mentioned. In a letter received from Mr. Rich,
during my subsequent residence in Calcutta, dated Bagdad, April
7, 1820, nearly four years after my passing through the city on my
way to India, he says, “ So extraordinarily bad was our last summer,
so fearfully exceeding any thing you experienced here, (though you
had a tolerable specimen of our climate,) that I had, at one time,
intended to send you an account of it for publication.”
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Its present shapeless form, having so large a base, and being propor-
tionately so small at the top, seemed nearer to that of a much worn
pyramid than any other. We walked up on the slope of the base,
and concluded that, if it had been a square tower, the fallen frag-
ments of the top would have been more visible about this base than
they really are. : .

In Egypt we know of a large pyramid of the same material
being erected, as Herodotus mentions the pompous inscription
which it bore, on contrasting itself with those of stone ;* and re-
mains of such a monument—probably, indeed, the identical one de-
scribed by him—are still found near the western bank of the Nile, at
Saccara, of the same material, in a similar state of decay, and pre-
senting as shapeless a mass as the existing ruin at Akkerkoof.

The appearance of a passage about midway up on the north-
east side, may be thought by some to. be another feature of re-
semblance to the Egyptian pyramids, worthy of being noticed, as
well as its being cased on the outside with burnt bricks, in the man-
ner that the pyramids were done with harder and finer stone. It
seems probable, therefore, that, like these, it might have been an
ancient royal tomb, and that the scattered wreck of similar materials
around it might be those of inferior sepulchres, such as those which
surround the pyramids of Egypt; while the fragments of pottery
would be either of vessels broken in the funeral sacrifices and ho-
nours paid to the dead, or of those simply used for domestic purposes.

The canal served the purpose, no doubt, of uniting the two ce-
lebrated rivers, the Euphrates and the Tigris ; and nothing could be
more appropriate than the spot chosen for its passage across from
stream to stream, while the country through which it flowed would
be improved by its waters.t We found near this canal the fragment

* <« Do not disparage my worth by comparing me to those pyramids composed of
stones; I am as much superior to them, as Jove is to the rest of the deities: I am
formed of bricks, which were made’ of mud adhering to poles, drawn from the bottom of
the lake.”— Herodotus, Euterpe, 137.

+ ¢ Towards Babylon and Seleucia, where the rivers Tigris and Euphrates swell
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where we inquired most particularly, was the modern town of Nahr
Malka, marked in Major Rennel’s map, known to the resident people
of the country. '

After a day of intolerable heat, the thermometer at noon stand-
ing at 117° in the inner division of the khan, and in the deepest
shade, we prepared at sun-set to depart. On remounting, we con-
tinued our course about south-south-west, passing over a flat and
barren country, intersected by many small canals, in which water
from the Euphrates still remained, when, in about two hours, we
came to the Khan of Hadjee Suliman. This building, said to have
been erected by an Arab whose name it bears, is much inferior in
size and exterior appearance to those we had passed. We intended
to alight here, and take a cup of coffee ; but we were told that
the khan had lately been deserted. 'We procured some good river

~water, however, from the villagers there, and proceeded on our
way.

It was about ten o’clock when we reached the Khan of Mohawil,
when we alighted to repose for the night, having been led to under-
stand that the ruins of Babylon begin to be visible soon after pass-
ing this spot, and wishing, therefore, to pass over it by daylight.
We found this khan to resemble that of Scandereeah, in its general
design, and to be nearly as large. Like it, too, this was chiefly con-
structed of ancient bricks procured from the neighbourhood; and
repairs of the platforms were now going on, with large square fur-
nace-baked bricks of a reddish colour, brought up from the Kassr,
at Babel, as the Sheikh told us, and bought with money.

I had thus far been constantly regarded as the Arab guide of
Mr. Bellino, and had been always received as such; but here, as we
sat together in the caravanserai, the joke went still further. I was
asked, who was the stranger I had taken under my protection ? and
on replying that he was an Englishman, it was asked how much I
was to be paid for my journey, when I had carried him out and
brought him again to his home in safety ? I named a certain sum ;
and it was then told me that there was a fine young colt, of a high






TO THE RUINS OF BABYLON. 415

part of Babylon itself. The distance of them from Hillah, about
eight miles, would not exclude them from the site of that celebrated
city, even according to the reduced computation of its area; and we
therefore conceived, that they might be the remains of some por-
tion of the famous walls, towards the northern extremity of their
Limit.*

# < Babylon was a very great and a very ancient city, as well as Nineveh. It is
indeed generally reckoned less than Nineveh ; for, according to Strabo, it was only three
hundred and eighty-five furlongs in compass, or three hundred and sixty according to}
Diodorus Siculus, or three hundred and sixty-eight according to Quintus Curtius; but ¢
Herodotus, who was an older author than any of them, represents it of the same dimen-
sions as Nineveh, that is four hundred and eighty furlongs, or above sixty miles in
compass; but the difference was, that Nineveh was constructed in the form of a paral.
lelogram, and Babylon was an exact square, each side being one hundred and twenty
furlongs in length. So that, according to this account, Babylon contained more ground
in it than Nineveh did ; for, multiplying the sides the one by the other, it will be found
that Nineveh contained within its walls only thirteen thousand five hundred furlongs,
and that Babylon contained fourteen thousand four hundred. It was, too, as ancient,
or more ancient, than Nineveh, for in the words of Moses, speaking of Nimrod, (Gen.
x. 10.) it was ¢ the beginning of his kingdom,’ that is the first city, or the capital city
in his dominions. Several heathen authors say, that Semiramis, but most (as § Quintus
Curtius asserts,) that Belus built it: and Belus was very probably the same as Nimrod.
But whoever was the first founder of this city, we may reasonably suppose that it re-
ceived very great improvements afterwards, and Nebuchadnezzar particularly repaired
and enlarged and beautified it to such a degree, that he may in a manner be said to have
* built it: as he boasted himself, (Dan. iv. 30.) ¢Is not this great Babylon that I have
built for the house of the kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the honour of
my majesty ?*  Nor is this asserted only in Scripture, but is likewise attested by heathen
authors, Megasthenes, Berosus, and Abydenus, whose words are quoted by || Josephus
and Eusebius. By one means or other, Babylon became so great and famous a city as

1 wepiBarero Teixos Ty wokes oradior Tpiaxocuey éncorra. CCCLX stadiorum muro urbem circumdedit.
Diod. Sic. lib. ii. p. 68. Edit. Steph. p. 95. Edit. Rhod. Totius operis ambitus CCCLXVIII stadia com-
plectitur. Quint. Curt. lib. v. cap. 1.

1 xeerai v wedup peyarw, peyabos eovoa, pelumor éxaoTov, ewoos kas exatov oradiwy, eovays Telpalwvov. 8To
aralios Tns wepioBov Tns WoAlos yivovlas gurararres oydwaorra xai Terpaxosios. Oppidum situm est in planitie in-
genti, forma quadrata, magnitudine quoquo versus centenlm vicenim stadiorum, in summa quadringen-
toram et octoginta, in circuitu quatuor laterum urbis. Herod., lib. i. cap. 178. p. 74. Edit. Gale.

§ Semiramis eam condiderat: vel, ut plerique credidere. Belus. Quint. Curt. ibid.

Il Joseph. Antiq. lib. x. cap. 11, sect. 1, p. 459. £dit. Hudson. Euseb. Prepar. Evang. lib. ix. cap. 41.
p- 457. Edit. Vigeri.
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Our way from thence presented us with nothing worthy of pe-
culiar notice, excepting here and there scattered fragments of pot-
tery and bricks, with many canals, some apparently ancient, and
others modern, which crossed our way at intervals, all of them
leading from the Euphrates in an easterly direction towards the
Tigris, and no doubt originally connecting the waters of both these
great rivers.

It was about seven o’clock when we came abreast of the high
mound, called by the natives, « E1 Mujéllibe,” from the Arabic,
Mukallibe, or Makloube, as Europeans have more frequently written
it, signifying “overturned.”* This is nearly visible all the way

to give name to a very large empire ; and it is called in Scripture (Dan. iv. 30.) ¢ great
Babylon :* (Isa. xlii. 19.) ¢ the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ excel-
lency ;> (Isa. xiv. 4.) ¢the golden city;’ (Isa. xlvii. 5.) ¢the lady of kingdoms;’
(Jer. li. 13.) €abundant in treasures;’ (Jer. li. 41.) ¢ the praise of the whole earth;’
and its beauty, strength, and grandeur; its walls, temples, palaces, and hanging gardens,
the banks of the river, and the artificial canals and lake made for the draining of that
river, in the seasons of its overflowings, are described with such pomp and magnificence
by heathen authors, that it might deservedly be reputed one of the wonders of the world.
The fullest and best account of these things in English is to be found in the second book
of that very valuable and very useful work, Dr. Prideaux’s Connection. Though Ba-
bylon was seated in a low watery plain, yet in Scripture (Jer. li. 25.) it is called ¢ a
mountain,” on account of the great height of its walls and towers, its palaces and
temples : and + Berosus, speaking of some of its buildings, saith that they appeared
most like mountains. Its ¢ gates of brass,’ and its ¢ broad walls,” are particularly
mentioned in Scripture: (Isa. xlv. 2. Jer. li. 58.) and the city } had an hundred gates,
twenty-five on each side, all made of solid brass; and its walls, according to § Hero-
dotus, were three hundred and fifty feet in height, and eighty-seven in thickness, and
six chariots could go abreast upon them, as || Diodorus affirms after Ctesias.”—Newton
on the Prophecies, pp. 158—160.

~ * < Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency, shall be
as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah: it shall never be inhabited, neither shall

t 0w ofur axoBous ouoiorarny Tois opeci——quibus speciem dedit montibus persimilem. Joseph. Antiq.

ibid.

$ Herod. lib. i. cap. 179, p. 74. Edit. Gale.

§ Herod. ibid. cap. 178. Prideaux, ibid.

l| ése 1o pev xraTos ewas Twr Teixwr & dppaow ixwooyuor. ut menium latitudo sex juxta < urribus vehendis
sufficeret.  Diod, Sic. lib. ii. p. 68. Edit, Steph. p. 96. Edit. Rhod.
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420 JOURNEY FROM BAGDAD

There is every reason to believe, from the appearance ‘of its
summit, and the absence of any great quantity of rubbish there and
around its base, that it was never built on to a much greater heiglit
than that at which its highest part now stands, or one hundred and

two chariots to be driven in front. There were two hundred and fifty turrets, in height
and thickness, proportionable to the largeness of the wall. It is not to be wondered
at, that there were so few towers upon a wall of so great a circuit, being that, in many
places round the city, there were deep morasses, so that it was judged to no purpose to
raise turrets there, where they were so naturally fortified. Between the wall and the
houses, there was a space left round the city of two hundred feet.

¢ That the work might be the more speedily dispatched, to each of her friends was
allotted a furlong, with an allowance of all expences necessary for their several parts,
and commanded all should be finished in a year's time, which being diligently perfected
with the queen’s approbation, she then made a bridge over the narrowest part of the
river, five furlongs in length. On cither side of the river, she raised a bank as broad as
the wall, and with great cost drew it out in length an hundred furlongs. She built
likewise two palaces at each end of the bridge on the banks of the river, where she
might have a prospect over the whole city, and make her passage, as by keys, to the
most convenient places in it, as she had occasion. And whereas Euphrates runs
through the midst of Babylon, making its course to the south, the palaces lie the one
on the east and the other on the west side of the river, both built at exceeding costs
and expense. For that on the west had a high and stately wall, made of well-burnt
bricks, sixty furlongs in compass, (seven miles and a half ;) within this was drawn
another of a round circumference, upon which were portrayed on the bricks, before they
were burnt, all sorts of living creatures, as if it were to the life, laid with great art in
curious colours. This wall was in circuit forty furlongs, three hundred bricks thick,
and in height, (as Ctesias says,) fifty orgyas, or one hundred yards, upon which were
turrets one hundred and forty yards high. The third and most inward wall immediately
surrounded the palace, thirty furlongs in compass, and far surmounted the middle wall
both in height and thickness, and on this wall and towers were represented the shapes
of all sorts of living creatures, artificially represented in most lively colours. Especially
was represented a general hunt of all sorts of wild beasts, each four cubits high,
and upwards ; amongst these was to be seen Semiramis on horseback, striking a leopard
through with a dart ; and next to her, her husband Ninus in close fight with a lion,
piercing him with his lance. To this palace, likewise, she built three gates, under
which were apartments of brass for entertainments, into which passages were opened by
a certain engine. This palace far excelled that on the other side of the river, both
in greatness and adornments. For the outmost wall of that, (namely on the west,)
made of well-burnt brick, was but thirty furlongs in compass. When the river was
turned aside into a reservoir, and a vault built across its old bed, the stream was suffered
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forty feet from the’level of the soil ; whereas the Tower of Belus,
according to the lowest computation, is stated at five hundred feet
in perpendicular height, and was formed of eight stages, retiring

one within another in a pyramidal form. The pile now remaining
to flow over the work in its old channel, so that Semiramis could go from one palace to
the other by this vault, without passing over the river. She made likewise two brazen
gates, at either end of the vaults, which continued to the time of the Persian Empire.
¢ In the middle of the city, she built a.Temple to Jupiter, whom the Babylonians
call Belus, of which, since writers differ among themselves, and the work is now wholly
decayed through length of time, there is nothing that can with certainty be related con-
cerning it, yet it is apparent, that it was of exceeding great height, and that by the advan-
tage of it, the Chaldean astrologers exactly observed the setting and rising of the stars.
. The whole was built of brick, cemented with brimstone, with great art and cost. Upon
the top were placed three statues of beaten gold, of Jupiter, Juno, and Rhea, with other
splendid vessels, tables, and ornaments of gold and precious stones, weighing altogether
about six thousand Babylonish talents; but all these the Persian kings sacrilegiously
carried away, and length of time has either altogether consumed or much defaced the
palaces, and the other structures, so that at this day, but a small part of this Babylon
is inhabited, and the greatest part which lay within the walls is turned into pasture
and tillage.
¢ There was also a hanging garden, (as it is called,) near the citadel, not built by
Semiramis, but by a later prince, called Cyrus, for the sake of a courtezan, who, being
a Persian (as they say) by birth, and coveting meadows on mountain tops, desired the
king, by an artificial plantation, to imitate the land in Persia. This garden was four
hundred foot square, and the ascent up to it was as to the top of a mountain, and had
buildings and apartments out of one into another, like a theatre. Under the steps
to the ascent, were built arches one above another, rising gently by degrees, which
supported the whole plantation. The highest arch upon which the platform of the
garden was laid, was fifty cubits high, and the garden itself was surrounded with battle-
ments and bulwarks. The walls were made very strong, built at no small charge and
expense, being two and twenty feet thick, and every sally port ten feet wide. Over the
several stories of this fabric were laid beams, and summers of huge massy stones, each
sixteen feet long, and four broad. The roof over all these was first covered with reeds,
daubed with abundance of brimstone, (or bitumen;) then, upon them, was laid double
tiles, pargeted together' with a hard and durable mortar, and over them all, was a
covering, with sheets of lead, that the wet which drenched through the earth might not
rot the foundation. - Upon all these, was laid earth of a convenient depth, sufficient for
the growth of the greatest trees. When the soil was laid even and smooth, it was
planted with all sorts of trees, which both for beauty and greatness might delight the
spectators. The arches (which stood one above another, and by that means darted
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the mound of the Mujellibé, as that of the new palace, supposing
the old one to have been immediately opposite on the other side;
while the temple of Belus would be still to discover on the same
side, or west of the Euphrates, in some part not yet defined.

The citadel or palace, (for it served both these purposes, and
was the only one within the walls,) was surrounded by an exterior
wall of sixty stadia in circumference; inside this was another of
forty stadia, the interior face of which was ornamented with paint-
ing, as is the custom of the Persians of the present day; and again
within this last was a third, with designs of hunting. On the op-
posite side of the river, and on the same side with the temple of
Belus, was situated the old palace, the outer wall of which was no
larger than the inner wall of the new. Above the new palace or
citadel, were the hanging gardens, which, according to Strabo,
formed a square of four plethgra for each face, and were fifty cubits
in height.*

Diodorus, as we have seen, expressly says, that the palace was
-near to the river; and Strabo and Curtius represent the hanging
gardens to be on its banks, all agreeing that they were within, or
adjacent to, the square of the fortified palace. Strabo says, « the

or the remains of the place of entrance into the tunnel here adverted to. This traveller
says :—¢ This country is so dry and barren, that it cannot be tilled, and so bare, that I
should have doubted very much, whether this potent and powerful city (which once was
the most stately and famous one of the world, situated in the pleasant and fruitful
country of Sinar,) did stand there, if I should not have known it by its situation, and
several ancient and delicate antiquities that still are standing hereabouts in great deso-
lation. First, by the old bridge, which was laid over the Euphrates, (which also is
called Sud by the prophet Baruch in his first chapter,) whereof there are some pieces
and arches still remaining, and to be seen at this very day a little above where we landed.
These arches are built of burnt brick, and so strong, that it is admirable; and that so
much the more, because all along the river as we came from Bir, where the river is a
great deal smaller, we saw never a bridge, wherefore I say it is admirable which way
they could build a bridge here, where the river is at least half a league broad, and very
deep besides.”—pp. 137, 138.
* Mr. Rich’s Memoir, p. 157.
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collect then, that near the supposed palace, and close upon the
river’s brink, are two grand masses, of the elevation of sixty feet,
connected together by a broad and lofty causeway, and faced by an
embankment on the edge of the stream: the whole occupying, in
its present state, a space of two thousand three hundred and fifty
yards in length, by eleven hundred yards in breadth.

The hanging gardens are described to be precisely in this situa~
tion, near the palace, close to the river, and watered by engines from
its stream. They are said, by one authority, to have been fifty
cubits, and by another to have exceeded a hundred feet, in height,
and to have occupied three and half acres in extent,  The height
is as near the truth as could be expected at this distant period ;
and it remains to be seen how nearly the extent of the ground it
now occupies agrees with that assigned to it when perfect.

The palace and the gardens were said to be surrounded by an
outer wall of sixty stadia, an inner one of forty, and a third, the
dimensions of which are not given. The southern extreme of this
outer wall is to be found in the ridge which goes off south-east from
the eastern angle of the embankment (B) near the river; which is the
southernmost ruin of all, and four hundred yards to the south of
the more perfect boundary wall (A.) The northern extreme of this
same outer enclosure may be traced in the appearances of a boun-
dary which were observed by Mr. Rich, to the north westward
of the Mujellibé, at the distance of seventy yards, and were noticed
also by myself. The inner boundary of forty stadia is still more
distinctly to be traced in the circular mound marked (A) in Mr.
Rich’s plan; which, as he says, evidently once joined to the Mujel-
libé, or palace, from which it is now only separated by two canals,
and which still preserves its connection with the south-east angle of
the great southern mound of Amran, supposed to be that of
the hanging garden. The third wall may be found in the long
straight mounds (E.F.) the fine materials of which it was formed
having, no doubt, facilitated its destruction.

We may now compare more minutely the detailed description

3 Kk
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of these ruined heaps, in-their present condition, with the ancient
testimonies regarding them. We have seen that Diodorus describes
the inner wall of the palace, which must have passed close by this,
as being highly ornamented with painted tiles, bearing devices of
animals, hunting scenes, &c.; and it has been suggested that the
buildings in these gardens would be likely to be of the most orna-
mented and highly-finished kind of those known in that age. The
traveller, Beauchamp, when speaking of this second heap from the
northward, after having seen the Mujellibé, which he calls the
“ Mount of Babel,” says, « Above this mount, on the side of the
river, are those immense ruins which have served and still serve
for the building of Hillah, an Arabian city, containing ten or
twelve thousand souls. Here are found those large and thick
‘bricks, imprinted with unknown characters, specimens of which
I have presented to the Abbé Barthelemy. This place, and
the Mount of Babel, are commonly called, by the Arabs, ¢ Mak-
loube,” that is to say, turned topsyturvy. I was informed by
the master mason employed to dig for bricks, that the places from
which he procured them were large thick walls, and sometimes
chambers. He has frequently found earthen vessels, engraved mar-
bles, and, about eight years ago, a statue as large as life, which he
threw among the rubbish. On one wall of a chamber, he found the
figures of a cow, and of the sun and moon, formed of varnished
bricks. Sometimes, idols of clay are found, representing human
figures. I found one brick, on which was a lion, and on others a
half moon in relief.” After describing the finding a large sculp-
tured black of black stone, and a piece of beautiful white and red
granite, on these eastern ruins, he says, “ On the same side of the
city, as I was told by the master mason, there were walls of var-
nished bricks, which he supposed to have been a temple.”*

Mr. Rich, in speaking of this same mound, which he calls the
second grand heap of ruins, (in coming from the southward,) says,

* See Beauchamp’s authority, as quoted by Major Rennel, in his Chapter on
Babylon, in the Illustrations of the Geography of Herodotus.
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« This is the place where Beauchamp made his observations, and it
is certainly the most interesting part of ‘the ruins of Babylon;
every vestige discoverable in it declares it to have been composed
of buildings far superior to all the rest of which any traces are
left on the eastern quarter; the bricks are of the finest description,
and, notwithstanding this is the grand storehouse of them, and
that the greatest supplies have been and are now constantly drawn
from it, they appear still to be abundant. In addition to the sub-
stances generally strewed on the surfaces of all these mounds, we
here find fragments of alabaster, vessels of fine earthenware, marble,
and great quantities of varnished tiles, the glazing and colouring of
which are surprisingly fresh.”* After a detail of walls and subter-
ranean passages, follows the discovery of a lion of colossal dimen-
sions, standing on a pedestal, rudely sculptured in coarse grey
granite, and having a circular aperture in its mouth, supposed to
be the same block which Beauchamp but imperfectly saw and
described.

On this mound, is the building called by the natives, “ El Kasr,”
or the palace, the remains of which are so perfectly like the best
brick-work of Europe, in colour, form, and construction, that if found
in any other situation than its present one, it would be thought to
be a work of the century in which we live. Mr. Rich has given a
drawing of this, to accompany his Memoir,” which has the same
claim to fidelity that all his other sketches possess. - His descrip-
tion of it is so accurate, that a transcription of it will be better than
any thing I could say, since the substance must be the same, how-
ever varied the form of words in which it may be expressed. -

« The Kasr is a very remarkable ruin, which, being uncovered,
and in part detached from the rubbish, is visible from a considera-
ble distance, but so surprisingly fresh in its appearance, that it was
only after a minute inspection of it, that I was satisfied of its being
a Babylonian remain. It consists of several walls and piers, (which

* Memoir, in “ Les Mines de I'Orient,” p. 141.
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been of considerable girth, now presents only a bare and decayed
half or longitudinal section, which, if found on the ground, would
be thought to be rotten and unfit for any use ; yet the few branches
which still sprout out from its venerable top are perfectly green;
and, as had been already remarked by others, as well as confirmed by
our own observation, give to the passage of the wind a shrill and
melancholy sound, like the whistling of a tempest through a ship’s
rigging at sea. Though thus thick in the trunk, it is not more
than fifteen feet high, and its branches are very few. Itisan ever-
green, and is thought to resemble the lignum vite, its leaves being
formed of long stems, with smaller branching leaves, like those of the
" pine and cedar, but of a lighter green, and its boughs almost as flexible
‘as the willow.
The fact of these trees perpetuating themselves on the spot, as
described by the ancients, seems to be thought possible; and it
is certain, that this single tree, standing as it does on the very
summit of the mound taken for the hanging garden, and certainly
not likely to have been planted, by any subsequent hand, on a mere
heap of ruins, very strongly favours such a supposition, as there is no
other rational way of accounting for the presence of so unusual a
tree as this, in so unusual a situation. It may not be irrelevant to
remark, that it was in the heap assumed to be the site of the
hanging gardens, that Mr. Rich found the brick with a device
on it, resembling the garden spade used by the Arabs of the pre-
“sent day, and that he thought it singular and curious enough to
deserve a drawing of it, which accompanied his “ Memoir,” as no
similar brick has been found in any other part of the extensive ruins
of this city.
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isolated masses, the remains no doubt of detached piles of dwellings ;
while the level spaces, unmarked by any such vestiges, and evidently
used only for cultivation, seemed to exceed the occupied part by an
immense proportion of difference, perhaps of ten to one.*

* « Diodorus Siculust describes the buildings as ruined or decayed in his time, and
asserts, that now only a small part of the city is inhabited, the greatest part within the
walls is tilled. Strabo,} who wrote not long after Diodorus, saith, that part of the city
the Persians demolished, and part time and the neglect of the Macedonians, and espe-
cially after Seleucus Nicator had built Seleucia on the Tigris, in the neighbourhood of
Babylon, and he and his successors removed their court thither: and now (saith he)
Seleucia is greater than Babylon, and Babylon is much deserted, so that one may apply
to this what the comic poet said of Megalopolis in Arcadia, ¢ The great city is now
become a great desert.’ Pliny, in like manner,§ affirms, that it was reduced to solitude,
being exhausted by the neighbourhood of Seleucia, built for the purpose by Seleucus
Nicator. As Strabo compared Babylon to Megalopolis, so ||Pausanias (who flourished
about the middle of the second century after Christ) compares Megalopolis to Babylon,
and says, in his Arcadics, that of Babylon, the greatest city that the sun ever saw, there
is nothing now remaining but the walls. Maximus Tyriusq[ mentions it as lying ne-
glected and forsaken; and **Lucian intimates, that in a little time it would be sought
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yap avres T™qs BaBuhwros yuy Bpaxv Ti pepos oceTal, To 3¢ WAETTOY erTes Teixos yewpyerras. Regiasque et alias
structuras partim tempus omnino abolevit, partim corrupit. Nam et ipsius Babylonis exigua quedam
portio nunc habitatur, maximaque intra muros pars agrorum cultui est exposita. Diod. Sic. lib. ii. p. 70.
Edit. Stepb. p. 98. Edit. Rhod. )
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ereaxioe Senevkos § Nixatwp. Kai yap exewos xas o per' avroy GrarTns wepi TaUTYY eoxovdacar TNY WoAW Kxa: TO
Bagihewy erravia pernrveyxay' kas 3n kas vy ) pev yeyove Babuhwros uesdwy. 1) 8’ epnuos 1) woAAy® dar’ ex’ avrys
BN Q¥ oKINOaL TG Exel SxMp €dn Tis TwY Kwpuxwy ext Twy Meyakowohitwy Twy ev Apkadia.

Epnua peyakn eorw i) Meyahoxohis,——et urbis partem Perse diruerunt, partem tempus consumpsit et
Macedonum negligentia: presertim postquam Seleucus Nicator Seleuciam ad Tigrim condidit stadiis
tantum CCC a Babylone dissitam. Nam et ille et posteri omnes huic urbi maximoper? studuerunt, et
regiam eo transtulerunt, et nunc Babylone hec major est, illa magna ex parte deserta, ut intrepide de ea
usurpari possit, quod de Megalopoli Arcadiz magna urbe quidam dixit Comicus: Est magna solitado
nunc Megalopolis. Strabo. lib. xvi. p. 738. Edit. Paris, p. 1073. Amstel. 1707.
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tents of wandering Bedouins, or any other objects magnified by the
refraction, which is so strongly produced on the horizon of the
Desert, we had no means of ascertaining. With the exception of
these masses, all the eastern range of vision presented only one un-
broken waste of sand, till its visible horizon ended in the illusive
appearance of a lake and trees, formed by the heat of a mid-day
sun on a nitrous soil, giving to the parched Desert the semblance of
water, and reflecting its scanty shrubs upon the view, like a line of-
extensive forests; but in no direction was either a natural hill, a
mountain, or other interruption to the level line of the plain, to
be seen.*

The ruins of Babylon may be said, therefore, to terminate at
this spot, which marks the extreme eastern boundary of the city;
and there is every reason to believe, that the elevated pile from
which we obtained our extensive view, and which forms this line of
demarcation, was itself a portion of its celebrated wall.

The extent of this city, while it excited the wonder and admi-
ration of all the ancients who either described or visited it, has be-
come a subject of such dispute with the moderns, that even the best
informed and the most unprejudiced among them have thought it
necessary to disregard the statements of the earliest historians, and
reduce the area of the ancient city to a standard compatible with
their own notions of the extent of its population, and the means of
supplying them with food.

The great geographer, D’Anville, one of the first investigators

® « O thou that dwellest upon many waters, abundant in treasures; thine end is
come, and the measure of thy covetousness: and they shall not take of thee a stone for
a corner, nor a stone for foundations ; but thou shalt be desolate for ever, saith the Lord.
And the land shall tremble and sorrow, for every purpose of the Lord shall be per-
formed against Babylon, to make the land of Babylon a desolation without an inha-
bitant ; and Babylon shall become heaps, a dwelling place for dragons, an astonishment
and an hissing, without an inhabitant : the sca is come up upon Babylon; she is co-
vered with the multitude of the waves thercof : her cities are a desolation, a dry land,
and a wilderness, a land wherein no man dwelleth, neither doth any son of man pass

thereby.”—Jeremiah, chap. li. v. 13. 26. 29. 37. 42, 43.
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it, ran certainly at the full rate of three, and sometimes rushes at the
rate of six or seven miles an hour.

We forced our way with considerable difficulty through the
crowds collected at the.door by which the western quarter of Hillah
is guarded, like its eastern one, towards the bridge; and getting
soon afterwards to the khan, the discharge of artillery from the
governor’s residence in the town announced the appearance of the
moon of Ramazan. As all without seemed noise and bustle and
riotous exultation, we confined ourselves within the caravanserai,
sufficiently happy, after our fatiguing and burning excursion, to find
a place of shelter, refreshment, and repose.
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keeping close to the southern edge of long and high mounds, which
appear to have formed the banks of the canal leading from the
Euphrates into this western plain. In less than an hour we left this,
and going off more southerly, directed our course straight towards
the ruined monument of which we had come in search, and whose
towering height began to shew itself from the moment of the day-
light being broadly opened. Its appearance, as we approached it,
was that of a fallen and decayed pyramid, with the portion of a
tower remaining on its summit ; and every step that we drew nearer
to it, impressed us more and more with a conviction, that this was
by far the most conspicuous of all the monuments of Babylon, of
which any remains are now to be traced, and gradually strengthened
the opinion that it was the celebrated Tower or Temple of Jupiter
Belus, which had been sought for, and as the explorers considered
. even recognised, among the ruined heaps on the other side of the
Euphrates.

We had no sooner reached the spot, than we ascended hastily
on its western side, over a very steep hill, formed of the broken
fragments accumulated round its base, and all evidently fallen from
the top. When we had gained its summit, and recovered breath by
resting for a few minutes among the rock-like masses of the ruin
there, our first duty was to note the bearings of surrounding ob-
jects, for the purpose of fixing more accurately the relative position
of this monument;* since, from the loose description of Pére
Emanuel, it had been admitted, by Rennel, to be within the site
of Babylon, and from the hasty account of Niebuhr, it had been

* Bearings, taken by compass from the summit of the Birs Nimrood :—

Mound of Mujellibé, or Makloube ... N.E.by N. 10 miles.
Mes.)ld el Shems, at Hellah =~ ... . ... N.E.byE. 5 miles.
Kiff el Yahooda, the Tomb of Ezeluel S. 7 miles.
Khan Dubbey ... S.W.by S. 8 miles.
Khan Ghaneiza ... W.byS.}S.3 miles.
First Lake, or Marsh S.W.to W.S.W. 2 miles,
Second Lake, or Marsh from W. 24 miles, to N. N. W. 8 miles.

Third Lake, or Marsh .... N.W.toN.E.by N.2 to 3miles.
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Major Rennel says, « It may indeed be concluded, that there were
fewer gates and communications with the country on the west than
elsewhere, for it is said, that Alexander wished to enter the city by
the west after his return from India, in order to avoid the evil fore-
told by the soothsayers, but he was compelled to give up the attempt
by reason of the marshes and morasses on that side.”* We are told
also by Diodorus Siculus,t that the number and depth of the mo-
rasses round about Babylon made a smaller number of towers in the
nature of bastions necessary for the defence of the walls. Such is
exactly the state of the country at the present moment, and the
eastern limit of these marshes seem to occupy nearly the same pla('ae
as anciently, or to press close upon what might be supposed to have
been the western boundary of the Babylonian wall.

In turning from the surrounding objects to examine, for a mo-
ment, the more striking one on which we stood, we found it to be
a steep pyramidal heap, rising to the height of two hundred feet
above the level of the surrounding soil, and having the western side
of a brick building on its summit, rising to the height of fifty feet
more. The western face of the heap is the most destroyed, being
worn down into a deep furrow in the loose rubbish, probably by the
operation of the strong Desert winds from that quarter. The eastern
and southern faces are in different degrees of greater perfection, and
the southern is the most perfect of all. At the foot of the mound
may be traced a step, scarcely elevated above the plain, exceeding
in extent, by several feet, the true base of the building. Within

satirical line against divines, from the Greek poet Euripides: They then desired him at
last not to enter it with his face westward, but to go round on the other side of the city,
and enter it with his face towards the east. This he was resolved to comply with, but
the difficulty of the road, which was both watery and marshy, forced him to change that
resolution. He even made the attempt to bring his whole army round here, and enter
the city at their head, from the west : for which purpose he crossed the Euphrates, and
marched along its western bank to the northward, having that river on his right, but
from the ground thereabout being all an impassable morass, he was obliged to abandon
his design as impracticable.— Arrian, b. vii. c. 16, 17.
* See Arrian, b. vii. + Book ii. chap. 1.
























486 VISIT TO THE TOWER OF BABEL

enough with the enclosure of two stadia, or one thousand feet, as-
signed by the historian.*

The great mound to the eastward of the tower is such as must
have been left by the destruction of some spacious but less elevated
building attached to it, and is of sufficient magnitude for any temple ;

* In a Second Memoir on Babylon, published subsequently to my visit to its ruins,
in answer to some remarks of Major Rennel, on Mr. Rich’s .First Memoir, and which I
have only seen since my return to England, this gentleman, to whom I had freely com-
municated all the results of my researches there, thus alludes to this portion of them:—
¢ The whole height of the Birs Nemroud, above the plain to the summit of the brick
wall, is two hundred and thirty-five feet. The brick wall itself, which stands on the
edge of the summit, and was undoubtedly the face of another stage, is thirty-seven feet
high. In the side of the pile, a little below the summit, is very clearly to be seen part
of another brick wall precisely resembling the fragment which crowns the summit, but
which still encases and supports its part of the mound. This is clearly indicative of
another stage of greater extent. The masonry is infinitely superior to any thing of the
kind I have ever seen ; and, leaving out of the question any conjecture relative to the
original destination of this ruin, the impression made by a sight of it is, thatit was a
solid pile, composed in the interior of unburnt bricks, and perhaps earth or rubbish ;
that it was constructed in receding stages, and faced with fine burnt bricks, having in-
scriptions on them, laid in a very thin layer of lime cement ; and that it was reduced by
violence to its present ruinous condition. The upper stories have been forcibly broken
down, and fire has been employed as an instrument of destruction, though it is not easy
to say precisely how or why. The facing of fine bricks has partly been removed, and
partly covered by the falling down of the mass which it supported and kept together.
I speak with the greater confidence of the different stages of this pile, from my own ob-
servations having been recently confirmed and extended by an intelligent traveller, who
is of opinion that the traces of four stages are clearly discernible. As I believe it is his
intention to lay the account of his travels before the world, I am unwilling to forestall
any of his observations ; but I must not omit to notice a remarkable result arising out
of them. The Tower of Belus was a stadium in height ; therefore, if we suppose the
eight towers, or stages, which composed the pyramid of Belus, to have been of equal
height, according to Major Rennel’s idea, which is preferable to that of the Count de
Caylus,} we ought to find traces of four of them in the fragment which remains, whose
elevation is two hundred and thirty-five feet ; and this is precisely the number which
Mr. Buckingham believes he has discovered. This result is the more worthy of atten-
tion, as it did not occur to Mr. B. himself.”—Rich’s Second Memoir on Babylon,
p- 32 4

4+ See Mem. de I’Academie, vol. xxxi.
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On the morning of the 30th, as we approached Bagdad, we met
a caravan of Persian corpses, conveying to Imaum Hussein for inter-
ment. Near the bend of the Tigris, about two hours below Bagdad,
we were shewn the marks of an inundation all the way from the Eu-
phrates, rafts even coming over from one river close to the other by
its waters. This is greater in extent than any inundation of the Nile,
and proves also that the bed of the Euphrates is higher at Felugiah
than that of the Tigris at Bagdad, in a line of east and west ; though
the course of the former river is slow, as if its descent were gentler,
and that of the latter rapid, as if its descent were steeper, than the
other; a difference to be accounted for only by the more winding
course of the Euphrates. '

We arrived at the hospitable residence of Mr. Rich, in time to
join the family at breakfast, and passed some hours of the day: to-
gether, in recounting the incidents of our journey, and comparing
our notes and opinions on the interesting remains of the ruined
city we had returned from visiting.
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clear at night; but without sextant, chronometer, telescopes, or
ephemeris, we were obliged to be content with such results as were
attainable by the quadrant alone, assisted by the common Tables
of Norie and Moore. This observation gave us a latitude of
33° 18 57" N. which, wanting only three seconds of 33° 19, left a
mean of 33" 20’ between this and the solar observation which pre-
ceded it ; and considering that there was a slight imperfection in the
instrument, we conceived this a sufficient coincidence to shew that
the results of both were very near the truth.t

n

4 Right Ascension of Altair for 1800 12) 41 1
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serpentine, that the boats which were gaing up by it to Bagdad were
steering south-south-west through one reach, and north-west through
another above it.

I should have gone across from hence by one of these boats, to
the site of Seleucia, had I not been previously assured by Mr. Rich
that there was nothing there to reward the search. A Babylonian
statue was seen by him far in the Desert, on that side; but it re-
quired a person to know the exact spot on which it lay, to give any
hope of finding it again. Boats were said to be sometimes five days
in ascending against the stream, from this place to Bagdad, owing
to the tortuouscourse of the river between them. Before we quitted
this spot, I noted the bearings of some of the principal objects in
sight,* and observed that every part of the river's banks, as far as
we could see them, was destitute of wood.

The most remote antiquity assigned to this place is that of the

they were at Alexandria. And from hence it was that the Jews became dispersed all
over Syria, and the Lesser Asia. In the eastern countries beyond the Euphrates, they
had been settled before, ever since the Assyrian and Babylon captivities, and there mul-
tiplied in great numbers. But it was Seleucus Nicator that first gave them settlements
in those provinces of Asia, which are on this side the Euphrates. For they having been
very faithful and serviceable to him in his wars, and other trusts and interests, he for
this reason gave them these privileges through all the cities which he built. But it
seems most likely, that they were the Babylonish Jews that first engaged him to be thus
favourable to this people. For the Jews of Palestine, being under Ptolemy, were not in
capacity to be serviceable to him. But Babylon being the place where he laid the first
foundations of his power, and the Jews in those parts being as numerous as the Jews of
Palestine, if not more, it is most likely that they unanimously adhered to his interest,
and were the prime strength that he had for the advancement of it, and that for this
reason he ever after sliewed so much favour to them; and it is scarce probable, that
any thing less than this could be a sufficient cause to procure such great privileges from
him, as he afterwards gave to all of that nation.”—Prideaux’s Connection of the Old
and New Testament, pp. 814, 815.

* Mounds of Seleucia, extending from S. E. by E. { E. to S. E. { S. about a mile.

Direction of the Tigris going toward Bagdad, S. S. W. for nearly five miles.

Direction of another upper reach of the river, E. but bearing from us, N. W, only
one mile distant, the interval forming a wide curve.

Some tall date-trecs on the Diala, N. N. W. distant about six miles.
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M. D’Anville, in his Memoir on the Euphrates and the Tigris,
says, the intention of the first of the Seleucida was to oppose to
Babylon, a city that should be purely Greek, « Macedonum moris,”
in the words of Pliny, with the privilege of being free, “sui juris.” The
same author reports its population to have been considerable ; and
there is no doubt, but that its situation in the most fertile part of
the east, “ solum orientis fertilissimum,” as Pliny expresses it, contri-
buted much to its prosperity. It sustained its consequence for five
hundred years after its termination, or till the time of that author
himself *

which is now (waving the fabulous account which is given of Nankin in China) beyond
all dispute the biggest city in the world. For by reason of the breaking down of the
banks of the Euphrates, the country near Babylon being drowned, and the branch of
that river, which passed through the middle of the city, being shallowed and rendered
unnavigable, this made the situation of Babylon by this time so very inconvenient, that
when this new city was built, it soon drained the other of all its inhabitants. For it
being situated much more commodiously, and by the founder made the metropolis of all
the provinces of his empire beyond the Euphrates, and the place of his residence, when-
ever he came into those parts, in the same manner as Antioch was for the other pro-
vinces which were on this side that river: for the sake of these advantages, the Baby-
lonians in great numbers left their old habitations, and flocked to Seleucia. And besides
Seleucus having called this city by his own name, and designed it for an eminent monu-
ment thereof in after ages, gave it many privileges above the other cities of the East,
the better to make it answer this purpose: and these were a farther invitation to the
Babylonians to transplant themsclves to it. And by these means, in a short time after
the building of Seleucia, Babylon became wholly desolated, so that nothing was left re-
maining of it but its walls. And therefore 4Pliny tells us, ¢ That it was exhausted of
itw inhabitants, and brought to desolation by the neighbourhood of Seleucia on the Tigris,
which Seleucus Nicator built there on purpose for this end.” And?} Strabo saith the
wame, 2 doth also Pausanias, in his Arcadics, where he tells us, < That Babylon, once
the greatest city that the sun ever saw, had, in his time, (i. e. §about the middle of the
sceond  century,) nothing left but its walls.”—Prideaux’s Connection of the Old and
New Testament, pp. 808, 809.

* Seleucia was built by Seleucus Nicator, forty miles from Babylon, at a point of
the confluence of the Euphrates with the Tigris, by a canal. There were six hundred
thousand citizens here at one time, and all the commerce and wealth of Babylon had

4 Lib. vi. cap. 26. t Lib. xvi. p. 738.

§ For he lived in the time of Adrian and Antoninus Pius. See Vossius de Historicis Grecis, lib. ii.

cap. 14.
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consistent with this, “Invicem ad hanc exhauriendam Ctesiphon-
tem in Chalonitide condidere Parthi;” and one can hardly suppose
that they had established their residence at Ctesiphon before the
decline of Seleucia.*

In the expedition of Trajan, who quitted Rome in the year 112
of the Christian era, and Antioch in 114, after subduing Edessa,
Osrhoene, Batnes, Nisibis, and Singara, traversing the Tigris, on a
bridge constructed under his own eye, and taking possession of

Lucan,+ Philostratus, and others. But in all those autHors, and wherever else we find Ba-
bylon spoken of as a city in being after the time of Seleucus Nicator, it must be under-
stood, ! not of old Babylon on the Euphrates, but of Seleucia on the Tigris. For as
that succeeded in the dignity and grandeur of old Babylon, so also did it inits name. At
first it was called Seleucia Babylonia, that is, the Babylonic Seleucia, or Seleucia of the
province of Babylon, to distinguish it from the other Seleucias which were elsewhere,
and after that § Babylonia simply, and at ||length Babylon. That Lucan, by his Ba-
bylon, in the first book of his Pharsalia, means none other than Seleucia, or the New
Babylon, is plain. For he there speaks of it as the metropolis of the Parthian kingdom,
where the trophies of Crassus were hung up after the vanquishing of the Romans at
Carrhe, which can be understood only of the Seleucian or New Babylon, and not of the
Old. For that new Babylon only was the seat of the Parthian kings, but the old Ba-
bylon never. And in another place, where he makes mention of this Babylon, (i. e.
book vi. v. 50.) he describes it as surrounded by the Tigris, in the same manner as
Antioch was by the Orontes: but it was the Seleucian or the New Babylon, and not the
Old, that stood upon the Tigris. And as to Philostratus, when he brings his Apol-
lonius (the Don Quixote of his romance) to the royal seat of the Parthian king, which
was at that time at Seleucia, then called Babylon, he wasled by that name into this gross
blunder, as to mistake it for the Old Babylon, and therefore ] in the describing of it he
gives us the same description which he found given of Old Babylon in Herodotus, Di-
odorus Siculus, Strabo, and other writers."— Prideaux’s Connection of the Old and
New Testament, pp. 811—813.
* D’Anville sur I'Euphrate et le Tigre, p. 120.

4 Lib. i. c. 17, 18, 19.

1 Plutarch indeed, in the life of Crassus, speaks of Babylon and Seleucia, as of two distinct cities then
in being. For, in a political remark, he reckons it as a great error in Crassus, that in his first irruption into
Mesopotamia, he had not directly marched on to Babylon and Seleucia, and seized those two cities. And
Appian, in his Parthics, says the same thing. But Plutarch was mistaken herein, taking for two cities then
in being, what were no more than two names then given one and the same place, that is Seleucia. For as to

Old Babylon, it appears, from the authors I have mentioned, that it was desolated long before the time of

Crassus. And as to Appian, he doth no more than recite the opinion of Plutarch ; for he writes word for
word after him as to this matter.

§ Plin. lib. vi. cap. 26. || Stephanus Byzantinus in BaSvAdy. 9§ Lib. i. cap. 18.
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and had a sky of more than usual brilliance, even in this climate,
above us, the storm having no doubt purified the atmosphere.

Avcust 21st.—The splendid train which follows the Pleiades
was already high above the eastern horizon when we began to pre-
pare for our departure, and the moon had risen when we quitted
the gate of Ctesiphon on our return to Bagdad. As we quickened
our pace during the cool of the morning, we reached the Diala just
at sun-rise, where I profited by the opportunity of its emerging
from a plain as level as the sea, to take its amplitude by compass,
finding it to be at rising, E. } N. or N. 84° 23 E. which gives 8° 44’
westerly variation.* :

We were detained on the southern bank of the Diala nearly an
hour, by the passage of asses laden with heath and fire-wood for
Bagdad, before we could get a place in the boat, and joined here a
party of fifteen Shooster Arabs, who had a mixture of the Persian
character in their dress and appearance. The early hour of the day
enabling us to distinguish the minarets of Bagdad and the Palace
of Chosroes at Ctesiphon at the same time, I took their bearings
from the passage of the Diala.*

After crossing the river, we increased our speed, and entered the
gates of Bagdad about seven o’clock, not having been more than
two hours actually in motion from Ctesiphon to this place. The
whole distance appeared, by the calculation of time and rate of
travelling, on going and coming, to be about sixteen miles, which
agrees nearly with the position assigned to the site of Madain by the
Arabian geographer Edrisi, who places it at fifteen miles below

* True amplitude for Latitude 33° 12" N.

- °

and Sun’s Declinationof 12 4 N. - 14 2
Complement of Sun’s observed Amplitude 5 37
Magnetic Variation westerly 8 44

+ Bagdad N. W. 3 N. 9 miles.

Tauk Kesra, S. by E. . 7 miles.
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Bagdad. The mouth of the Diala, or the point of its discharge
into the Tigris, appeared to be nearer to Bagdad than to Ctesiphon,
in the proportion observed in the bearings of these respective
objects from the passage of that stream. We reached the British
Residency in time to join Mr. Rich and family at breakfast, and
met from them the same kind reception and warm interest in the
events of the excursion, wlgich had been so cordially evinced before.
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great apathy, as they think it undignified to permit their tran-
quillity to be disturbed by any human event.

The Pashalic of Bagdad has never been so unproductlve in re-
venue, or so unprotected against internal commotion, or external
attack, as since it has been under the government of its present
Pasha. Scarcely any thing is sent from the treasury of the city to
Constantinople ; so that this frontier town is of little value to the
Turks; and the Pasha himself is so poor that he borrows even now
the smallest sums. It is thought, therefore, that the Shah Zadé,
the eldest son of the King of Persia, who resides at Kermanshah,
commands an extensive territory, and is an ambitious young man,
may be one day tempted to add Bagdad to his dominions, or per-
haps make it his capital ; and it is believed, by most persons residing
here, that it would fall an easy prey to his arms.

We saw to-day a very singular and curious intaglio, on a dull
agate, which was brought for our inspection, and said to have been
found at Samara,* on the Tigris, where Jovian arrived after the
death of Julian, a little way only up the river, and erroneously called
Old Bagdad. On one side was a military trophy, represented in
the Roman style, by a body of armour, two shields, a helmet, &c.
On the reverse was a figure with a human body and a hawk’s,
or eagle’s, head. In his right hand he held a scourge, or whip; on
his left arm was a shield; his body was clothed with armour ;
beneath his feet, as if forming a continuation of them, were two
‘wavy serpents, with their heads turned outward, to the right and
left ; and beneath the whole was an upright tortoise. Around
each of these were some Greek letters, badly cut, which were un-
intelligible to us, and the whole, though singularly curious in its
‘device, was of bad execution.

A Persian ambassador, who had recently arrived here from the
king at Tabriz, to treat on some affairs with the Pasha of Bagdad,
had just gone oft' on pilgrimage to the celebrated Tomb of Ali, to

* See a note on Samara, at p. 243 of the present volume.
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extending upwards from the ankle, at equal distances, to the calf of the
legs ; a wreath of blue flowers is made to encircle each breast, with a
chain of the same pattern hanging perpendicularly between them ;
and, among some of the most determined belles, a zone, or girdle, of
the same singular composition, is made to encircle the smallest part
of the waist, imprinted on the skin in such a manner as to be for
ever after indelible. There are artists in Bagdad, whose profession
it is to decorate the forms of ladies with the newest patterns of
wreaths, zones, and girdles, for the bosom or the waist ; and as this
operation must occupy a considerable time, and many “ sittings,” as
an English portrait-painter would express it, they must possess abun-
dant opportunities of studying, in perfection, the beauties of the
female form, in a manner not less satisfactory, perhaps, than that
which is pursued in the Royal Academies of Sculpture and Painting
in Europe.



APPENDIX.

CONTAINING

A BRIEF STATEMENT OF THE RESULT OF CERTAIN LEGAL PROCEEDINGS

CONNECTED WITH THE LITERARY CHARACTER OF THE AUTHOR.

Ar the close of the last volume of Travels, which I had the honour to lay before
the world, was an Appendix, which contained a number of documents, illustrative of
the measures pursued by the late Mr. John Lewis Burckhardt,—Mr. William John
Bankes, late member for Cambridge,—Mr. Henry Bankes, his father, late member
for Corfe Castle,—Mr. Gifford, late editor of the Quarterly Review,—and Mr. John
Murray, publisher,—~who had united their misrepresentations and their influence,
to destroy my reputation, both as a man and an author, for the purpose of pre-
venting the publication of my ¢ Travelsin Palestine,” and other countries of the East,
in order that Mr. W. J. Bankes, who had some intention to publish his observations
on the same countries, should come into the field before me, and reap whatever fame
was to be acquired by priority and novelty, in the details of researches and observations
made by each at the same period and on the same spot.

As soon as my return from India to England rendered it practicable, certain pro-
ceedings at law were instituted by me against three of these parties, for the purpose of
proving to the world the utter falsehood of their calumnies, and the gross injustice of
their conduct. Although two years had elapsed between the institution of these pro-
ceedings and the publication of the volume of Travels alluded to, yet, when it was
issued from the press, not one of the three had been brought to a close. Since
that period, two other years have passed away, and even these have been but just
sufficient to terminate proceedings which, had not delays been studiously interposed by
the parties interested, might have been closed in four months, and at a cost of one
hundred pounds, instead of occupying four years, and involving an expense of upwards
of five thousand pounds.

The reader, who desires to acquaint himself with the details of these proceedings, (the
history of which is considered, by legal men, to be among the most curious and extraor-
dinary of any to be found on record in the whole range of disputed questions affecting
literary property and character,) is referred to. the Appendix to ¢ Travels among the'

4B
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Arab Tribes,” in which all the documents are given at length,® and to the verbatim Re-
ports of the Trials, in ¢ The Oriental Herald,” where the whole of the proceedings in
the Court of King’s Bench are faithfully recorded.f As, however, there may be many
readers of the present volume, to whom the facts of the case are but imperfectly known,
and who may desire to be acquainted with them in outline, I shall, for their information,
briefly recapitulate them ; being now happily enabled to follow them from their origin
to their close; and to put on record, in a permanent form, the final issue of the whole.

In the year 1816, Mr. Bankes and myself met at Jerusalem ; and, by mutual con-
sent, performed together a journey of seven days, among the ruined cities of the
Decapolis, east of the Jordan, each paying his half of the expenses, the whole of which
did not, however, exceed five pounds sterling. So great was Mr. Bankes’s satisfaction
at the pleasure and advantage of travelling in my company, that subsequent to this
period, and’during our joint stay in Syria, he gave me, in writing, pressing invitations
to meet him at Baalbeck, solicited me to join him in an excursion to Palmyra, and

. actually made an attempt to come after me, for the purpose of joining me in the deserts
beyond the Dead Sea, but was driven back by the dangers of the road. Having sub-
sequently met again at Damascus, where we lived together in a Catholic Convent, he read
my notes on the journey I had made, and was so much impressed with their value, that
he proposed adding his drawings to these notes, for the purpose of forming out of them
a joint work on Palestine and Syria. After we had parted at Damascus, he wrote
me several letters, full of compliments to my industry and understanding, in which he
acknowledged having read these notes, and evinced so much deference to my supposed
superior judgment in matters of ancient architecture, that, on adverting to a difference
of opinion between us on the age of a particular edifice, he asserted, that he should not
venture, on such a subject, to put his opinion in competition with mine; admitting, at
the same time, his own indolence in writing, and expressing a hope that I should not
be ashamed to see my name associated with his, in what we might be able to contribute
jointly to the work proposed.

We finally met in Aleppo, where Mr. Bankes, after a knowledge of me for nearly
six months, in frequent personal intercourse and correspondence, retained and expressed
the same unaltered high opinion of my character and acquirements; on which ground,
he obtained for me the attention of the British Resident there, to whom he was himself
strongly introduced ; and on my leaving that city for an overland journey to India, he
gave me a letter of high commendation to his friend, the late Sir Evan Nepean, then
Governor of Bombay. :

At the moment of our parting at Aleppo, Mr. Bankes expressed a strong desire to
receive back all the letters he had written to me, during our separate journeys in Syria,
on the plea that, as he kept few or no notes of his own, these letters, which contained
fuller details than any he possessed, would be useful to him, while, from the complete-
ness of my own notes, which he had seen, they would be of little value to myself.

* In 1 vol. 4to. published by Messrs. Longman and Co. 1825.
+ See Oriental Herald, vol. vi. p. 380 ; vol. viii. p. 157 ; vol. x. p. 360; and vol. xi. p. 375.
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and although he had actually made a purchase of the manuscript, and fixed both the
price and the period of publication, retracted his engagement, and declined to.have
any thing further.to do with the supposed stolen production. The same representation
operated equally with other booksellers; so that, until twelve months had elapsed,
- during which reference was made to me in India, the work lay under such odious impu-
tations that no publisher would touch it.

At the same time that Mr. Bankes addressed this letter to his father in London, he
wrote a similar one to Sir Evan Nepean, at Bombay, calling on him to discountenance
me, and to use his influence to proscribe mein India; which letter fell into the hands of
Mr. Elphinstone, Sir Evan Nepean's successor, and was generally seen in Bombay. He
addressed another letter to myself, at Calcutta, calling on me to desist from my intended
publication, and to give up all my manuscripts and papers to Sir Evan Nepean, for his
use; or, in the event of my refusing to do so, threatening me with the exertion of all
his influence to make my character as infamous in England, as he pretended it already
was (and he himself had laboured hard to make it s0) in the East. Itis needless to
say, that I despised his threats, and did not give up a single sheet to purchase his silence
or forbearance.

The original of the letter to myself was sent by way of Arabia, and was twelve
months before it reached its destination ; but, for the more effectually securing the in-
famy which Mr. Bankes threatened to bring on my name, he gave an open copy of this
letter, written with his own hand, to Mr. Henry William Hobhouse, whom he met at
Trieste on his way to India, with instructions to make it public wherever he went.
This gentleman, having known Mr. Bankes’s family in England, and having then no
reason to doubt the entire truth of the statements it contained, received the open letter
in question. But learning, on his first landing at Bombay, that its accusations were
likely to be disproved, he made no further use of it till his arrival at Calcutta; where,
at the request of Mr. John Palmer, a mutual friend of Mr. Hobhouse and myself, the
letter was given up to me, as the person to whom (though open) it was originally
addressed.

Mr. Bankes in the mean time returned from Egypt to England; and, in this in-
terval, the proofs that I had been able to send from India, of the entire falsehood of his
imputations, appeared so satisfactory to Messrs. Longman and Co., that they under-
took the publication of the hitherto suppressed volume. When the work appeared,
however, iustead of Mr. Bankes coming openly forward, and claiming any portion of
the volume as his own, or producing the original notes from which it was alleged to have
been stolen, he made interest with Mr. Murray, or with Mr. Gifford, then Editor of the
Quarterly Review, to admit into that Periodical one of the most ungentlemanly,
bitter, and slanderous articles, that ever disgraced the critical literature of the country.
In this article, which, on the testimony of Mr. Murray, was written with Mr. Bankes's
own hand, he not only repeats all the calumnies contained in his letter before adverted
to, but adds others equally unfounded ; at the same time that he very modestly praises
the labours of himself, and speaks of the impatience with which the literary world were
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Member for the University of Cambridge, for the false and scandalous imputations
contained in the open letter sent out to India by the hands of Mr. Hobhouse.

All these actions have now happily been brought to a close. In the first, Mr.
Murray voluntarily expressed, in open court, his sincere regret that his publication, the
Quarterly Review, should have been made the vehicle of unfounded slander against a
respectable individual, and consented to a verdict being recorded against him, inclu-
ding damages and costs, without attempting a justification, though Mr. William John
Bankes, the writer of these unfounded slanders, was then himself in court, and every
witness ever professed to be required by him was in attendance ; so that the not even
calling them was additional proof, if any more were necessary, of the utter absence of
all grounds for the acknowledged falsehoods contained in the article in question. In
the second, Mr. Henry Bankes, the father, though he needed no other witness than
his son, who was the only source of his information, to prove his allegations, declined
placing that son in the witness-box to support his own assertions; and consented to a
verdict being recorded against himself, paying all costs as between attorney and client ;
thus confessing to the whole world, that his son had made him the medium of commu-
nicating to others slanderous imputations which he dared not venture to support by his
oath, and abandoning them as scandalous and false. A very short detail of the pro-
gress and termination of the third cause will complete the history of this extraordinary
combination of events and proceedings.

On commencing the action against Mr. William John Bankes, the open letter sent
to India by Mr. Hobhouse was produced, and its publication morally proved, by the
fact of Mr. Hobhouse's hand-writing being at the top of the first page, where he had
obliterated a motto in Italian, apparently because of its extravagant language, and
written underneath it these words, I desire this motto not to be noticed. H. W.
Hobhouse;"—a proof, not merely that the letter was read by him before it came into my
possession, (which of itself is legal publication,) but also of his feeling himself authorised,
by the writer of it, to shewthat he had so read and understood its contents. This letter
was set out at full length in what is technically called ¢ the declaration,” where it must
have been seen and read by Mr. Bankes and his legal advisers; and in what are called
¢ the pleadings,” he justified his having published it, on the ground that it was true,
that he could prove its truth, and that, therefore, I ought to have no remedy for any
injury it might have done me. In the mean time, he solicited the indulgence of the
Court to allow him to send to Syria or Egypt (where the Court has no jurisdiction)
for a man named Mohammed, (without any other specification,) who, with another per-
son named Antonio, (the one an Albanian soldier, the other a Portuguese groom,) were
the respectable witnesses necessary to establish his case. This indulgence was granted,
on condition that Mr. Bankes should admit the identical letter produced to have been
really written by him, reserving only the question of its publication; and several months
passed away in the supposed finding and bringing over these witnesses from abroad,
though it is believed that they were both nearer London than Jerusalem, at the time
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besides my paying all the costs of the action up to that period, I should payinto Court
about two hundred pounds more, as a fund for defraying the expenses of the Albanian
soldier, and Portuguese groom, who were to be detained here, at my expense, (for
twelve months at least,) to give evidence against myself, until an. answer could be
returned from India to the application sent out for Mr. Hobhouse's testimony ! Hard
as these conditions seemed, I was so intent upon the establishment of my own innocence,
that I would have stripped off my last garment for sale, rather than abandon my pursuit
of justice. I accordingly, though plundered of all I possessed by the Indian Govern-
ment, and trampled to the earth by those to whom I had since appealed for redress,
did contrive to raise the sum required, and deposited it in Court accordingly, for the
subsistence of those who were to have twelve months more to reflect on and arrange
their evidence against me.

The next step was to send the letter of Mr. Bankes to India, to be identified by
Mr. Hobhouse, and to have his deposition on oath, as to whether he published it with
Mr. Bankes's authority or not. I had hoped that an attested copy of this would have
answered the purpose, particularly as Mr. Bankes could not retract the admission he
had made to the Court of having actually written the original of the letter set out in
the declaration. But the nicety of the law required that the identical letter itself, on
which Mr. Hobhouse had, with his own hand, written the words before quoted, should
be sent out, though attested copies might be kept here to produce, in case of its loss,
which would, however, again be required to be proved by affidavit. The original letter
was accordingly transmitted to India, by the steam-ship Enterprise, with a view to the
greatest despatch. She was longer on the passage than had been expected, and when
she reached India, Mr. Hobhouse had left it some time for England ; so that, while he
was in one hemisphere, the letter was in another, and the object of sending it to India
was thus entirely defeated.

Mr. Hobhouse, however, soon reached this country ; but, as his stay in it was un-
certain, and as the only obstacle to our proceeding to trial was the question of publica-
tion, it appeared to me impossible that Mr. Bankes should now decline coming into
Court, to mect the question fairly. He had already indirectly admitted that he
puBLIsHED the letter, when he pleaded its truth as his justification for having so done.
He had since directly admitted that he wroTk the letter, when this was exacted as a
condition of his sending for witnesses into Syria. And although, when he discovered
that our moral evidence did not amount to legal proof of publication, he declined to
repeat his former admission, and thus put off the evil day for another year ; yet, as the
gentleman himself, Mr. Hobhouse, who alone could settle this doubtful point of publi-
cation, had arrived in England, was soon about to leave it, and could be summoned
to the Court immediately, to say “aye” or “no” to this simple question, I consi-
dered it certain that Mr. Bankes would consent to our putting the matter at once to
the test, by going before a jury without delay. He was applied to, for this purpose,
through the usual channels of our respective solicitors. He not only declined to come
into Court, and have the issue tried, but set up, through his attorneys, an absurd and
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required, without exacting the smallest pecumiary compensation from his purse for the
enormous evils I had suffered. Whether, however, the sum necessary to cover the
amount of expenses actually incurred, was too great to be parted with, by one who loved
it s0 well;—or whether the only sort of reparation, which the party from whom it was due
would be prepared to make, was a private hushing-up of the matter,—~to which, if
even my existence hung upon the issue, I would never have yielded my consent ;—or,
indeed, whether both of these considerations might not have had an equal influence in
strengthening the unrelenting purpose of my accuser,—it is not essy to determine ; but,
in point of fact, no measures were actually taken by him to evince either regret for the
injuries he had done, or a desire to repair them. .

We accordingly went, on the morning of the next day, (October 19, 1826,) to trial.
The Court was crowded, especially with literary and political characters, and the interest
was intense. The trial lasted from nine o’clock .in the morning till nearly seven at
night ; and throughout the whole of that time the Court continued as full as at the be-
ginning. Mr. Hill and Mr. Pattison opened the case; and Mr. Brougham, in a
masterly speech of analysis and narrative, stated the libels, and commented on their atro-
city and incredibility ; after which, evidence was called to prove the allegations set forth
in the pleadings on my behalf :—including Mr. Hobhouse, to prove the publication of the
letter ;—Mr. Arrowsmith, to prove that the engravings contained in my printed volume
of “Travels in Palestine” were from original materials of my own, contained in ma.
nuscript books carefully examined by him, and compared with the published work, so
that they could not have been copied, as pretended, from the plans exhibited as those
of Mr. Bankes ;—and Dr. Babington, as to knowledge of my character and capacity as
a Traveller, obtained from a personal acquaintance of many years, and daily intercourse
during a joint voyage made by us together from India to Egypt, by way of Arabia, in
the year 1815, before I had ever seen Mr. Bankes, or even heard of his pursuits.

Mr. Gurney followed, on the part of the defendant ; and, after a speech, in which he
solemnly declared his being able to prove that every word and tittle of Mr. Bankes's
accusations were true, he called Giovanni Benatti, the Albanian soldier, who had acted
as interpreter to Mr. Bankes in Syria, speaking Italian and Arabic only, and Antonio
Da Costa, the Portuguese groom, who spoke only Portuguese and Italian ; with Col.
Leake, Capts. Irby and Mangles, and Mr. Parry; the two former to speak to facts
occurring during the seven days which Mr. Bankes and myself had travelled together
from Jerusalem to Jerash and Nazareth ; and the four latter to speak to the accuracy
of certain Greek inscriptions, copied from the ruins of Geraza, as well as the resem-
blances and differences between certain plans of the ruins of that city, drawn by dif-
ferent hands, with a view to determine whether one had been copied from the other,
or whether each had the appearance of being original.

Upon the evidence adduced on both sides, Mr. Brougham made an eloquent and
powerful reply, in which—after denouncing, in terms which will be long remembered
for their force, the conduct of Mr. John Murray, the publisher, in a transaction
connected with the detention of certain property intrusted to his care by me, and
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to time presented themselves, and the extraordinary charges thus resulting, which fall
entirely on myself,—the costs of this complete victory, obtained by an individual over a
powerful conspiracy, by which, all that wealth, rank, and influence, could accomplish,
was essayed in vain, will belittle short to me of One Thousand Pounds sterling, inde-
pendantly of the suffering and loss inflicted on me by the effect of these widely-spread
slanders in India. There, indeed, the injury occasioned to me by their influence was
immense ; for they undoubtedly led, in their results, not merely to my being banished
from that country, without a trial or a hearing, at the very moment of my bringing the
abettors of these calumnies before a British Court of Justice; but also to a total annihi-
lation of all my future prospects in life, and to the wanton and utter destruction of all
the property I had lawfully and honourably acquired, by the labours of my pen, and
left behind me in India, while I came to England to seek redress. This property,
amounting in saleable value to Forty Thousand Pounds, and yielding, at the moment
of my being torn from it, a clear and improveable income of Eight Thousand Pounds
sterling per annum, was, as soon as I had quitted the shores of India, forcibly trans-
ferred, with all its advantages, to other hands, in consequence of a premeditated design
(since discovered by secret papers produced before a Committee of Parliament) first to
get me to leave the country, in the confidence of its being safe from violation, and
then, as soon as I was absent, to destroy it altogether; the Government of Bengal
making a local regulation for this express purpose, which regulation has since been
declared, by the King’s Judges in the Supreme Court of Justice at Bombay, to be
utterly repugnant to British law, and in violation of the rights of the subject ; which
no Court of Justice could therefore legally sanction.

To crown the whole of this career of treachery and iniquity, the Indian authorities in
England,—including the Directors of the East India Company, and the Members of
the Board of Controul, to each of whom all these facts are as well known as to myself,
—have not only denied me all redress for this illegal plunder of their servants abroad,
but have refused me even permission to return, for a few brief weeks only, to my ruined
concerns in the East, in order to gather up, if possible, some fragments from the
scattered wreck, which is now, therefore, entirely and irretrievably swept away for ever!

<

J. S. BUCKINGHAM.

TAVISTOCK-SQUARE,
FEBRUARY 5, 1827.
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ABASSIDES, empire of this dynasty of the Eastern
Caliphate, 504.

Abdallah, a Christian pilgrim met with at Orfah, 57.

Abduction of a beauti?ul Arab woman gives rise to a

war, 2.
Abgarus, king of Edessa, 72. 86.
Abraham, feasting his angelic visitants, 19 ; his birth-
lace, Ur of the Chaldees, 62, 64. 70.

Abr his native place, 62. 70.

Alstinence, religious, of the Mohammedans.

Abu Aioobe Ibn Temar, sheikh of the tribe of Beni-
Melan, 99. 144. 150. Presents exacted by him and
his followers, 150. 152. Nature of the supper
given in his tents, 154. His father’s tomb, 160.
Visit to him, 165.

Academic building called Medrassee el Mostanseree,
406.

Accommodations and rest, agreeable, 69.

Adventurers, military, 49.

Agate, cylinders found at Nineveh, and sculptured,
500. -

Agriculture, particulars relating to, 17. 24.

Ahmed, the Caliph Abbassidas, his history and learning,
505. 507.

Akkerkoof, or Nimrod’s palace, supposed by early tra-
vellers to have been the Tower of Babel, 399.
Ruins and masonry at, 402. 406. 528.

Akkerkoof, its ruin is coeval with the extant vestiges of
Babylon, 397. Assumption that this is the site of
an ancient city, 398. Conjectures. respecting the
origin and identity of the tower at Akkerkoof, 398.

Ain Koura, village of, 322.

Alexander the Great,cities built by him, 29. His expe-
dition against Darius, 314. 483, 484.

Aleppo, the author’s stay in this city ; he takes his de-
parture, 1.

Al river of, 5.

Almimar, mound of, (near Hillah and Babylon,) 442.
444. 451. 452. 455. 465.

Altoun Kupree, or the Golden Bridge, town 0 called, 328,

Altoun Sou, river so named, 329. 331.

Amida, city of, (now Diarbekr,) 217.
218, 219.

Amooda, Koord village of, 235.

Amusements, places of public, at Bagdad, 513.

Ancient authors cited, with respect to Babylon, 419.
429. 446. 450. 451. 461. 464. 529. 532.

Antioch, city of, 532.

Antiques, valuable collection of, 498, 499.

Antiguities, at Beer, 33; at Orfah, 89; at Nisibeen, 250 ;
at Nineveh, 306, 307. 401 ; at Babylon, 414.

Anah, (the ancient Anatho,) 31.

Anazie Arabs, strength of this tribe, 2. 117. 158.

Ants, an inch in length, 140.

Arab-el-Belled, encampments, 131.

Arabian Nights' Entertainments, not a copy to be pro-
cured in Bagdad, 547.

Arabic, the language, 292. Not so generally spoken at
Bagdad as the Turkish, 546.

Arabic letter, dictated. Its nature, 162

Arabic pointed piches in various architectural remains,
525.

Araske, temple of, at Nineveh, 306.

Architecture, remarks on, 17. .Ancient edifices, 34.
At Orfah, 89. 108. Remains of Roman archi-
tecture in the East, 179. At Nisibeen, 248. 250.
Temple at Nineveh, 306. The arch called Tauk
Kesra, 527.

Ark of Noah, tradition respecting it, 267.

Areveel, or Arbeel, town of, 325. 327. (Arbela.)

Arrack, 324.

Arrest of a Koord for debt, 222.

Artillery, dismounted in the town of Diarbekr, 213.

Ashur, founder of Rehoboth, Resen, and the Assyrian
and Syrian cities, 399.

Assad, Pasha of Bagdad, 383. 541. 342.

Asses, white, of Bagdad, 389.

Astronomical observations made at Bagdad, 515, 516.

Attack by Arab horsemen, 6.

Asrower village, 258.

Its history,
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Babylon, extent of, 301. Approach to the first mounds,
m. Writing, reeds, inscribed bricks, and bitumen,
are ics of the Babylonian remains, 414.
422. 453. Descriptions, 415. 419. The Mujel-
libé, 418. 423. 426. El Kassr, 427. 433. 435.
The walls and city, 438. 440. 442. 451. 465. The
ditch, 455,456. Relative position of Babylon and
Ctesiphon, and their comparative grandeur and
magnificence, 534. Map of the environs of Baby-
lon, by Major Rennel, 522. 535. .

Bagdad, the author arrives at, 367. His reception there,
368. 370. Its walls, 372. Description of the
city, 373. The serai of the Pasha, 374. The
mosques, 375, 376. The bazars, 379. Its trade
and manufactures, 385. 387. Bridge of boats, 394.
Site of the ancient Bagdad, 403. r to Bag-
dad, 496. Its mosques, 512, 513. The bazars,
513. The Pasha’s state procession, 541. General
description of the manners and customs of this
city, 547. Its police, 548. The ad women,
549. Their practice of staining their body with
blue dye, 551, 52.

Bairam, feast of the, 540.

Baldwin, of Jerusalem, 74.

Balkh, city of, in the ancient Bactria, 545.

Barek, plain of, 17.

Barker, Mr., British Consul at Aleppo, 3. 5. 121. 127.

187.

Basalt, of columnar basaltic stones, 11. 168. Po-
Tous t of the Hauran plains, 156.

Basaltic columns at Diarbekr, 208.

Baths, 111,112. 214. 216.

Battle in the Desert, betwixt tribes jealous of the plun-
der of the caravan, 155.

Basers, vauited and groined, 101. 379.

Bears, dancing, 339.

Beards, unshaven, 106.

Beauty, female, 9. 551.

Bedouins, the, 93. 144. Blue stains employed for the
skin by these Arabs, 551.

Beer, passage of the Euphrates at, 27. The ancient
Birtha, 28. History of this city,29. Description,
33, 34. Language spoken, 37. The governor ob-
tains money from the author, for permission to pro-
ceed, 40.

Belled Chittea, district so named, 260.
ino, Mr., secretary, 366. 394. 403. 407. 413. 468,
470. 541.

Behas, temple of, 453, 474, 475. Description of it, 478,
479. 483. Its dimensions, 485. Disquisition re-
specting it, 489. 491.

Belus, tower of, 422, 423.

Beni-Meilan, tribe of Arabs of the Desert, tribute exacted
by them, 150. Their encampments, 153, 157.
'I{u'r cemetery, 160. Their force, 166.

Benjamin, of Tudela, travels of the Rabbi, 76, 248. 292.
His account of Bagdad compared with the present
time, 506. 509. 541.

Berman, village of, 198.

Birs Nimrood, a great ruin on the western shore of the
Euphrates, 453. 474. 483. 485.

Biz, an enormous fresh-water fish of the river Diala,
518.

Boats, remarkable, of the Euphrates described, 27.

INDEX.

Bokhara, town of, 545.

D-l'd?, masoury of burnt, similar to those of Babylon,
28.

Bricks, unbnrnt,invlrimnglutmimd’ y
395. 'lheircpmpo-ition,mddnuyleofmamry,

396.
Bridges of boats, across them, 310. 471. That
over the Tigns at ad described, 514.
President de, his Memoir on the monarchy of
Nineveh, 521. 531.
or Boursa, ruined site of, 476.
Bruce, the traveller, anecdote respecting a statement of
his, 8, 9. 304.

B-daafha,Mr.,lment journey
Aleppo, witk a merchant Moml,S.iO..Hgis

ized upon as a fugitive jani , by the soldiers
at Bir, 39. Tboughmfl.lsef;w cbuged,bybe confesses
he is‘a jani and i
of m
ham
in the cotton manufactures of Orfah, 84. He fails in
due respect to the Bedouin warriors, 145, 146. In-
K:iries with regard to him resulting therefrom, 147.
5 'dli:‘:ulous test pl:opooed to him, 148. Sum paid
y him to save his pro from illg: the
Arabs, 152. His anx%oul;e 'gre of l‘l)u o
sword, 153, 155. It is discovered, and how ran-
somed, 155. A Koord vows to escort him with
fidelity, 196. Adventure which befals his guide,
222. i le consequences to the author,
223. He sets out alone for Mardin, 226. Con-
stant demands on him for tribute to the sheikhs,
256. His serious trouble in loading & mule, 360,
362. His ill plight at the gate of 368.
His determination to enter the city, 369, 370,
371.  Kind reception and rest after fati
371. Equipped as a Bedouin, 408. He assumes
the character of a guide, 413. Visits Babylon,
414. 426, 427. He seeks for the ancient walls,
442. He is seized with fever at Bagdad, 496.
The author visits Ctesiphon and Seleucia, 517. He
resolves to proceed to India thro; Persia, by the
route of Kermanshah, Hamadan, Ispahan, to Bu-
shire, 545.
Burnisht, hospitable reception of the author at, 231.
HBushire, road from Bagdad to, 545.
Butter, modes of making, 9.

y 41,

C.

Cabalistic devices and gems, 501, 502.

Calcutta, Bishop of, sails in the Aurora, 498.

Calneh of the Scriptures, attempt to identify its position
with that of the ancient Ctesiphon, 531,

Camels eaten, 117.

Camilladi Jesu, Padre, an Italian traveller to Damascus,
345. His mistakes in geography are fatiguing to
him, 346, 347.

Cunal from the Euphrates to the Tigris, 401. The Nahr
Malka, 409.

Carevan, that which the author joins, commences its
journey, 7. I Itis attacked by a horde of Turco-
mans, 13. Its passage across the Euphrates, 27.
Adventure on quitting Beer. 39. 41, Cb::’uble
hospitality of the merchants towards the poor, 47.
The caravan quits Orfah, 130. It is detained by
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the Arab Pasha, 145. The author rejoins it at
Nisibeen, exactions excessive, 241.

Caravan from Aleppo to Bagdad, 2.

Caravanserais, Khan Charmelleek, 42. Kban Koolah
Oglee at Orfah, 53. 81. Khan-el-Goomrook at
Orfah, 54. 81. At Diarbekr, 214. Of Bainat, 342.
Of Bagdad, 378. Khans on the route to Babylon,
408. 410. Description of, 411.413.

Carp, in excessive quantity in the Lake of Orfah, 63. 66.

Cashmere Shawls, 215.

Castle of Orfah, 88. 91.

Castles and fortified camps of antiguity, 8. 122,

Cathedral of the Crusaders, at the ancient Orthosia, on
the coast of Syria, 519.

Caves, remarkable, 33. 36.

Cawasses, or silver-sticks, attendants of the Pasha at
Mousul, 283. 285.

Cemeteries. At Beer, 26. At Orfah, 52. 65. In the
Desert, 160.

ly, its mosque in ruin, 10.

Chastity of the Turcoman females, 44. They have no
veil, scriptural parallel, Judah and Tamar, 44.

Chief, young Arab, of Altoun Kupree, 331.

Christians of Bagdad, few in number, 503.

Cisterns, circular and bottle-shaped, cut down into the
rock, or otherwise constructed, Saireej Kairatt, 45,
46. 143.

ircassian women at Bagdad, 551.

Climates, various, 48, 49. 167. 331. Babylon, 443.

Climate of Bagdad, 393.

Coffee, how partaken of, 18.

Coffec-House, the learned, near the Medrassee el Mos-
tanser at Bagdad, 515,

Cqﬂi?l and skeletons found in the Mujellibé, at Baby-

on, 426.

Coins found on the banks of the Tigris, why claimed by
the Pasha, 499.

College of the mosque at Orfah, 108.

Colt, Arabian, offered for sale to the author, 413.

Columns, Corinthian, 89.

Constantius, the emperor, 218.

Convent, Christian, at Bagdad, 391.

Copper ore, smelting of, 21.

, caravan of, Persian, 495.

Costume, Arab, 4. 12. 37. Of the Turcomans, 12. 44.
Of certain pilgrims, 57. At Orfah, 87. Of the
Arabs of the Desert, 146. At Mardin, 193. At
Altoun Kupree, 328. At Bagdad, 381. 549.

Cottons, printed, 84.

Courtenay, Count, of Edessa, 75.

Crassus, his defeat by Surena, and death, 93.

Ctesiphon, walls and mounds of this ancient city, 523.

Cufic rings, seals, and talismans, 499.

Cunaza, battle fought at, between Cyrus the younger and
Artaxerxes, 400.

Custom dues excessive, 123.

Custom-house at Beer, 28.

Cylc'nlda-s, intaglios, amulets, and idols, found at Baby-

on, 498.
C tress, formerly abounded in Babylonia, 526.
(fyzm divided the Gyndes into many channels, 520.

D.

D'’ A4nville, Memoir on the Euphrates and the Tigris by,
532. 535.
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Dances, eastern, 57, 58. St. Cyprian and Volney quoted
in illustration of them, notes, 58. Similar to the
Fandango, 59. 204. 225.
ers of the author’s route from commotions and
robbers, 1.116. 135. 257. 519.

Daniel, the son of Khasdai, “Conductor of the Cap-
tivity,” 509. His state, 510.

Dara, or Kara Dara, 237. Its history, 238, 239. Its

g hical position, 240.

Darius, gis«fuisitior:xompecting his defeat, 316.

Darius, his flight after his defeat at Arbela, 326.

Daracardin, mentioned by Tavernier, 240.

Date-trees, 326. 530.

Deer Zafferany, convent at Mardin, 182.

Delhi Abass, village of, 356. 359. 361.

Della Valle, Pietro, his observations on Babylon, 423.
425.

Derb Sultani, or the King’s highway, 143.

Dervishes, amount of, 124. Their tenets, 125. Account
given by a Dervish, of some interesting places, and
a valuable library of ancient books, 545.

Dervish, Indian, 197. Moroseness of a Dervish, 363.

Desert, the western, 395.

Desert, Arabs of the Great, 117. 157.

Desert, description of the, 131, 134. 141. 164. 168.
477.

Deuw, fall of, 275.

Diala, bridge of boats over this river, broken, 581.
Description of this stream, "518. Its identity,
discussed, 521. Its amplitude, 538.

Diarbekr, City of, 60. 207. Description of, 210. Its
citadel, 211, 212. Anciently 4mida, 217. Columns
of black basalt, 217. Its History, 218, 219.

Dissertation respecting Nineveh and the ancient city
of ¢ No,” 302. 304.

? Siculus, describes Babylon, 419. 429. 446. 478.

Dogs, species of, 6.

Domestic economy in private families at Bagdad, 549,
550. ’

Doogher, village of, 254.

Drought, dist:g:sing near Bagdad, 497.

Dye,ﬁlack ; called Hindi, 536.

E.

Edessa, its site occupied by the town of Orfah, 62. 70.
Its history, 72, 73. :

Eesa, a Christian pilgrim, 57.

El-Assr, the hour of afternoon prayers, 152.

El Modeien, residence of the King of Persia, 399.

El Masar, a camp of Bedouins, 145.

Eliezer Ben Isamah, claimed a descent from the Prophet
Samuel, 509.

Emblems sculptured on silver coins; a Greek galley,—
abeudeg warrior in a chariot,—a castle, 500.
Entertainments and feasts, Eastern, 55. 94. 106. 114,

B 225.2%9. 2971.0”, | )
nvirons of particulars relative to the neigh-
bouring ms, 522; map of them, by Maji‘zr
Rennel, 535.
Eruptions, cutical, 87, 194,
Esau, Bek, a powerful Arab of Hillah, 474.
logies, curious and interesting, 29, 30. 61. 70.
248. 535. . c . dih ot Be
Euphrates, river of, 26. Comparison of its width at Beer,
with ;hat of some other men, 28. The river
its etymology, 29. 31. 409. Itsrafts aided by blad
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ders, now in disuse, 36. Called Nakr, 409.426.
469.

Eractions, by the Arab governors, levied upon Frank
travellers, 3.

Excursion to Akkerkoof, 394.

Erodus, quoted respecting the kingdom of Babel and

the Land of Shinar, 531.

F.

Fakirs, or beggars, from the Punjab, 18. 47. 55. 125.
To kill vermin accounted by them an unclean act,
56. 114.

Fimaticism, 125.

Farsee, Sheikh, 242. 249. i o

Felugia, or Gehiaga, visited by the Rabbi Benjamin,
510. 512.

Feradj, a juvenile Abyssinian slave, 103, 104.

Fever, cure for, 21.

Fire-flies, 142. .

Forhgatiom, old, 33. At Dara, 239, Ancient wall at

iarbekr, 122.
Fountains, ancient, 26.
Fruits of the East enumerated, 86.

G.

Gallen, castellated dwelling at, 200.

Gall-nuts, of the Koordistan hills, 274.

Garden and pavilion, 110. 114.

Garzoni, le Ptre ; his account of the Yezidis, 163.

Gaugamela, battle of, (between Alexander and Darius,)
314.

Genii, belief in the influence of, 104.

Geographical absurdities credited by the Arabs, 149.

Georgian women, beauty of the, 551.

Ghatter, bird so named in Arabic, 11.

Gihon, river, 30.

Gospels, valuable copy in Syriac found at Mardin, 184.

Greck and Roman masonry, character of certain ex-
amples of these, 528.

Gyndes, river, 520, 521. 546.

H.

Hadjee Abd-el-Rakhman, merchant of Mousul, admits
the author of his travelling party, 3. 128. He ad-
vises Mr. Buckingham not to shew his passport, as
an Englishman, 40. His hospitable tent and table,
47. 49. 100. His occasional humility, 145, 146.
150. His excellent entertainments, 194. Exac-
tions made upon him at Nisibeen, 241. Fresh ex-
tortion, 256, 273. Attachment of the inhabitants
of Mousul to him, 295. His house, 296.

Hadjee Abd-el-Ateef, the nephew of the merchant, 4. 128.

Hadjee Habeeb, 352. 354. 364. 367.

djee and Mokhoddesy, the signification of these titles
explained, 57 ; the etymology of these words, 61.

Hallelwa, chorus in a Syrian hymn, 186.

Hamadan, town of, 280.

Hamed, Pasha of Mousul, 282. His stud, 283. His
courteous behaviour, 282.

Hanging Gardens of Babylon,421. 430. 433. 436.

Haran, towers of, 133.

Hurvest gathered in, 236.

Heat, of the Desert, is insupportable, 167.
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Heath, odoriferous, with a purple, bean-shaped fruit,
522. Carried to Bagded market, 523.
Hebheb, villlg;f, 364.
Hebrew, proficiency of the Caliph Ahmed in, 505.
Helena, religious foundations by the Empress, 183.
Herodotus, cited, 450. 521,
Hieroglyphics and sﬁmbols,chased on the surface of the
bylonian cylinders, 498.
Hillah, town and mounds of, 443. 457. 468, 469. 472.
493.
Hillah, the site of a of Babylon, 32.
Hindoostanee, 11. part
Hine, Dr. 368, 454. 505. 541,

History of the World, written in Arabic with Syriac
cters, 67.
Hospital of the Dervishes at Bagdad, 395.
Hoopoes, crested, abundant in 133.
- Horse-dealer, who travels with the author, 233. 236.
Humberak, village of, 24.
Hunting, occasional, 16.

Hussein, a Koord robber, 194. 196. His village and
dwelling, 198. His arrest, 222.
Hyena, the ravages of this animal, 8.

L

Ice brought from the summits of Taurus for sale, 85.

Tllustrations of Rich’s Memoir of Babylon, 479. '

Image of our Saviour at Edessa. 73, 86.

Inscriptions, 34.  Extremely ancient and undecyphered
at Beer, 35. At Orfah, 123.

Intaglios and gems from the mounds of Nineveh, 307.

Intaglio, singular and curious agate, 542.

Isa, remains of the canal of, which connected the
Tigris with the Euphrates, 399.

Islamism, 47. 61. Its injurious effect on the mental
powers, 104,

J.

Janissaries, corps of, 107.

Janissary, execution of a, 67.

Jebel Murdin, hilly range, 173.

Jelab, water of, 132.

Jews, 148. Resident in Assyria and Mesopotamia, in
great number ever since their captivity, 503. The

ews protected by Seleucus, 529, 530.

Jezeereh, town of, 273.

Jonah, the tomb of this prophet, 299, 300. 303. 410.
460.

Jonas, the Tartar, (messenger,) 310. His disposition of
four wives at the distant towns to which he travelled,
312. 321. 323, 324. 343. 345. 369.

Josephus, passages from, 29. He is cited with regard to
the Prophet Daniel, 526.

Journey, rate of a caravan’s progress, 46.

Jupiter Ammon, under the symbol of a ram’s head, 498.

K.
Karagoash, village, 311, Construction of the houses,
311, 312.
Kargj D;g, or the Black Mountain, 161.

Kauther, river of, 313.

Kellek, or raft, attacked by Arabs, and the crew mur-
dered, 479.
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Kerbela, or Mesjid Hussein, 476. Town of Kerbela is
plundered by the Wahabees, 543.

Kerkook, town of, 336. 339.

Khalif Aga, his well-appointed followers, 255. 257.

Khosrou or Nouschirvan, his reign over Persia and
Arabia, 536. Presents which were sent to this
celebrated prince, 536.

KRosroes, palace of King, at Modain, 519. His cities
ca by the Emperor Trajan, 535.

Kiffree, town of, 347. )

Kinneir, Major Macdonald, his observations referred to,
356.

Koach Hassar, town of, 174.

Koolmaty, 342.

Koordistan, mountaius of, 204.

Koords, the ; their robberies and plunderings, 159.257.
Their position near the deserts, 171. Their
women, 172.

Koords, their villages and camps, 169, 280.

Koran, the merit of pilgrimages acknowledged in the,
525.

Kosa, the water of, 308. '

Kufic inscr;‘)ﬁon in high relief, 395.

Kullender Pasha, of Diarbekr, 215, 216.

Kara Tuppe, or the Black Hill, town of, 351, 353.

L.

Landscape, dreariness of the Arabian, 46.

Land of Shinar, 399.

Lauristan, the Arabs of, 526.

Library of Mr. Rich, 498.

Lime-stone rocks, 189.

Lion shot, 409.

Literature in Bagdad at a very low ebb, 547.

Lockett, Captain, 454.

Locust, beautiful, 236.

Lovers, singular history of Arabian courtship, and of the
severity of Arab manners, 21. Affecting dénofle-
mentini!. M

Laucullus, his victory in Mesopotamia, 244.

Lgcus, the river, 319. P

M.

Madain, a city built on the ruined foundations of the
ancient Ctesiphon, 535. 538.

Malik Shah, extent of his dominions, 507.

Manners of the eastern nations, 44. Superstitious cus-
toms and exclusive salutes of Mahometans, 61. At
meals, 106. Manners and customs at Bagdad,
506.

Manufactures of Orfah, 83. Of the ancient Ctesiphon,
537.

Map of the environs of Babylon, 522.

Marco Polo, the Venetian, his visit to Mousul, 294.

Mardin, city of ; arrival at, 180. Church service, 181.
Its topography, 188. Historical transitions, 188,
189. Description of, 190, 191.

Marriages of the Ehristiansin Syria, 186.

Maseyk, Mr. Dutch Consul at Aleppo, 20. 23.

Masonry, specimen of rustic work, 34. Mural ma-
sonry, 122.

Masory of the Kassr, or palace at Babylon, 453,

Matran, venerable, resident in the convent at Mardin,
185, .
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Maundrell’s journey from Aleppo to Jerusalem, 24. 31.
33

Meals, eastern customs during, 18.
feasts, 56. 106. 154.

Memnon and Osymandyas, their colossal statues at
Thebes, 526.

Mendeli, the river, 546.

Merchandize, 215.

Mesene, island of, betwixt branches of the Euphrates
and Tigris, 535. :

Mesopotamia, 76, 77.

Messengers of the desert, 134,

Mill-stones, 124.

Mirage, or Seranb of the desert, 275. 402.

Mist, red, of the desert, 168.

Modain, the site of the ancient Ctesiphon, 519.

Mohammedans, Indian, are the most superstitious, 48.

Mohammedan resignation, anecdote of a lost cup, 159.

Mohammedan fortresses, style of, 35.

Mokhoddessy, or pilgrims from Jerusalem, 150, 151.

Monies provided for the author’s journey, 4.

Monolithic temple, of which the monolith is covered

- with inscriptions, 500.

Moolah, venerable, party collected at his festive board,

106.

Hospitality at

Mosaic pavements, 112.

Mosques, of Abraham, at Orfah,108. Of the Vizier at
Orfah, 102. Of Jamah Kirkashoon at Diarbekr,
216. Of Imdm Moosa el Kadem, 402. De-
scription of all those at Bagdad, 512.

Mostanser, Caliph, 406.

Motesellem of Mardin, 193.

Mounds, artificial, 10, 16, 424. At Akkerkoof, 400. .
Ancient authors quoted, 400. Neat the Diala
river,519. They are known only by the appellation
Tal, or hillock, 520. .

Mousul, the author arrives at, 281. 309. He visits the
Pasha, 282. Description of the town, 286. The
bazars, 287. Its churches, 288, 289. Besieged
by Saladin. 293.

Mousul, Eski, (Old Mousul) in ruins, 278.

Muftis, dactors of the church and law, 108.

Mugjellibé, description of the Babylonian, 419, 424. 426.
434. 447. It is the abode of wild beasts, and vul-
garly said to be so of evil spirits, 511.

Murders, at Bagdad, left to the relatives of the slain to
avenge, 548.

Musical instruments, drums, &c. 57.

N.

Nahum, the prophet, 303.

Naphtha amf bitumen, 339. 414. 422.

Nebuchadnesszar, 415.

Necropolis, its presumed site, 91.

Nicatorius, the mountain, 327.

Nimrod, the mighty hunter, 531.

Nimrod’s palace at Akkerkoof, called the Kassr Nim-
rood, 395. .

Nineveh, 262. 279. 298. Mounds which mark its site,
299. Its extent greater than that of Babylon, 300.
Its high walls, 305. 460.

Ninus, founder of Nineveh, 301,

Nisibeen, antiquity of this city, 242. Its situation, 243.
Its history, 244.
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570 INDEX.
Nisibeen, river of, 243. Rawwolf’s Travels, 283. 289. 428.

Nowschirvan, by the Arabs named Kesra, 536.

0.

Odornch, river, 355. 357. .

Oktereen, villages, remarkable dwellings with domes, 7.
The khan and ancient castle, 7, 8.

Omar, the Caliph, 74.

Opis, city of, 358. Its situation, 521.

Orfah, beautiful city of, 51. The Mosque of Abraham,
62. The Lake Birket el Ibrahim el Khaleel, 62.
64.100. This town, the ancient Edessa, is the Ur
of the Chaldees, 62. 70. Lake of Zilgah, 64. Its
ancient history, 72, 73. Description of Orfah, 78.
Population, five thousand, 86.

Orfah, Pasha of, 35. 40.

Osmanli Turks residing at Diarbekr, 213.

P.

Palace of the Caliphs at Bagdad, 504. Of Khosroes, at

Madain, 537.
Papyrus, reeds in layers betwixt the Babylonian courses

: of brick, 445.

Pasha of three Tails, dependent only on the Ottoman
Porte, 215.

Patriarch of Jerusalem, 65. His priests, 66, 67. Their
animosity to the ‘Ioslems, 67.

Patriarch, Syrian, at Mardin, 180.

Persian Am arrives at Bagdad, 542, 543. Phy-

. siognomy of the Turcomans, 43 ; of the Arabs, 43.

Persian Monarchy, interesting particulars relative to
Khosrou and some other sovereigns, 536.

Pilau, the dish so named, 56.

Pilgrims, 11. Exactions to which they are subject, 35.
150, 151. Christian Pilgrims, 57.

Pilgrims, Hindoo, 197. Persian pilgrimages to Mecca
extremely dangerous to the devotees, 543.

Pipes, smoking, 85.

Pliny quoted with regard to Babylon, 428. 430. 446.

Pococke’s 'Travels referred to, 77.

Pomegranate Tree, 69.

Prayers at day-break, El Fudjer, 272.

Prices of provisions, stated on various occasions, 11.

Primeval Munners, 19.

Prospects, rich and extensive scenery, 91.

Provisions, Eastern, 106. Of the Desert, 154.

Pyramid of brick, 401,

Q.

Quintus Curtius, inaccuracies of, 314.

R.

Rafts supported by bladders and inflated skins, 317.
e, or brandy, distilled from dates, 66.
Raleigh, Sir Walter, his History of the World, in certain
nstances obscure, 531.
Ramadun, the venerable Sheikh of Barak, 13.
_Ramazan, 498. Explanation of this fast, 518. Splendour
of Bagdad during the nights of the Ramazan, 514.

\

Rebellion in the territory of the Pasha of Bagdad, 541.

Reed, layers of, betwixt the unburnt bricks of the Baby-
lonian masonry, 396.

Rennel, Major, his authority, 399. 423. 436. 449. 520.

Resen, the city, (of Scripture) supposition as to its site,
510.

Rich, Mr., Resident at Bagdad, 369. 389. 395. 407.
His Memoir of Babylon, 417, 418. 454. 479. 486.
530. 541.

Rich, Mrs., daughter of Sir James Mackintosh, 391, 392.

Road, royal, from Sardis to Susa, 520.

Ruman ruins and vestiges, at Orfah, 89. 91. In the
plains of the Hauran, 179. 250. Masonry and
arches, 529. :

Rousseau, Description du Pachalik de Bagdad, gwoted,
36, 37. 97. 116.

S,

Sacy, M. Silvestre de, 535. 537.

Suint Jerome, 458.

Saladin, account of the celebrated, 293.

Suluh-¢l-1in captures Edessa, 75.

Sumarcand, town of, 545, 546.

Sand, columnus of, 168.

Sapor’s invasion of Mesopotamia, 218. 261, 262.

Suracenic arches and architectare, 38.42. 108. 380.

Sassinides, history of this dynasty, translated by M. Sil-
vestre de Sacy, from the Persian of Mirkhond, 535.

Scarabeus of Fgypt, the colossal one of black granite in
the British Museum, 502.

Schoolmaster and Sheikh, union of chsracter, 351.

Scripture, quotations from, 19. 24. 31. 44. 229. 303. 399.
428. 441. 448. 477. 531.

w’ 140. .

ured tombs, 53,

Seal of the Caliphs inscribed in Cufic, Ya Alluk, 501.

Seid Hassan, of Orfab, 135. 145.

Seleucus, cities built by him, 529.

Seleucia, mounds and vestiges of this ancient city dis-
coverable near the river Tigris, 529.

Selman Pauk, or the Pure, the celebrated Persian barber,
524.

Semiramis, queen, 419.

Semmetic languages, 487.

Sennaar, or Shinar, land of, its fertility, 510.

Sepulchral grotwes, 52.

Shakaboor, village of, 12.

Shapoor, wars of this monarch, 535.

Shapoor the Second, 245, 246.

Sheep-folds, 156.

Slmﬁu, account of various, 17, 18. 228. 278, 279. 334.

Sheikhs described, 278, 279.

Shemseeah, sectarians so named, 192.

Shereefs, pretended descendants of Mahomet, 37. 53.
108.

Shinar, land of, 263. 531.

Shoasheef, or Sushoaf, a Koord village, 201. 228.

Shooster, pilgrims from, 525, 526.

Shushan, the Palace, its ruins supposed to be extant at
Shooster, 526.

Simoom, or Desert wind, 497.

Sinjar, mountain of, 236, 237. 252. 264.

Sinjar, or Singaia, town of, 261. Battle of Singara, 261.
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Sitace, the site of, 520, 521, 522.

Sky, brilliant star-light nights in the East, 515. 538.

Slave-ship captured, 498.

at noon, or Siesta, 110.

Solomon, tradition respecting King, 132. His su;\;pos.ed
signet considered in the East as a powerful talis-
man, 501.

Songs of triumph, 14; similar to those of the bards, 15.

Soonnee, sect, the, 272.

Soor, village, 175.

Southern Desert described, 167, 168.

Statue, Babylonian, seen by Mr. Rich in the Desert, 530.

Staves, crested with the lotus, or rose, 500.

Storks, their nests, 349.

Suliman accompanies the author, 360. 364.

Sun-stroke, the author experiences a, 496.

Susa, the palace of, conjectures regarding its remains,
526.

Syria, 179.

Syrians, their religion, 192. Cbristian churches, 214.

T.

Tamar-Aga, chief of some Koords, 198. The author’s
visit to him, 199.

Tunis, in Lower Egypt, 396.

Taook, village of, 341.

Turtars, Constantinopolitan government messengers,
46. 209.

Tatars, Tartars and messengers, 209. 234. 321. 344.

Tauk Kesra, the grand and romantic arch of Kesra, 527.

Tuurus, mount, its distant prospect, snow-capped, 8.
its ice, 85. Limestone, its component, 86.

Temple, ancient, 250.

T'en Thousand, retreat of the, 332. 521.

Tents, curious, 15. 17.

Tent of Abraham, 19 ; of an Arab chief, 154.

Terrestrial degree, its length, 264.

Thermometer, state of the, 49. 273. 392. 413. At Ba-
bylon, 443. 516. 527.
is, river, etymon of this name, 30. Its course, 203.
207. 212. 278, 279. 309. 404. 408. 426. 428. 471.
530. Beauty of this fine stream on a starlight
night, 514. Ancient sites near its banks, 529.

Tombs of the Mohammedans, 26. 52.  Of Arabs, 160.
341. Of a Sheeah martyr, 403. Of Zobeida, 404.
Of Selman Pauk, 524.

Tomb of Daniel, at Shooster, 526.

Toorki, or Turcoman, the language, 546.

Touz Kourma, village, 355, 356. :

Trajan, conquests and decease of the Roman Emperor,
535.

Travelling equipment of the author, 4. 151.

Tribute to the Arab Sheikhs, demanded of the caravans
and travellers, 256.

Tripod, at the tomb of Selman Pauk, 525.

Troglodytes, caves of the, 33.

Turcoman villages and encampments 14. 25. 43.
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Turcomans, theéir tents described, 5. 20. They attack
gxe caravan, 13, 14. Their customs and position, -
0.

U.

Ur of the Chaldees, 62. 70.
Uslam Dedde, a lake near the Great Desert, 165.

V.

Vem and Shakee, lakes of Koordistan, 267.

Vigorour, M., Freuch Consul at Bussorah, 2. 391.

Vincent, Dr., his Dissertation on the Commerce of
Arabia, 544.

Vitrification, green, observable on the surface of Baby-
lonian bricks, 528.

W

Waadi Berman, valley, 198,

Waadi Sajoor, a village, 14.

Wahabees, sect of the, their warfare, 2. 137. Adven-
tures of one, 47. Camp, 95. Their character, 95,
96. 118. 136, 543.

Walls of ancient masonry, 122.

Walls, search after the Babylonian, 438. 442.

Water, grateful approach to it, evidenced by the impa
tience of animals, 275.

Wedding-dinner at Sushoaf, 229.

Wigs, antiquity of them evidenced by the coins of
the Sassanian monarchs, and Theban statues, 524.

| Winds of the Desert, 478.

Women, Eastern, jealous seclusion of them, 60.

X.

Xenophon's description of Mesopotamia, 41. 317." Re-
ferred to with regard to the ancient city Sitace, 521.
Xenophow’s auimalega account of the contest betwixt
Cyrus the younger, and his brother Artaxerxes, 400.

Y.

Yezeedis, tribe of, 116. Their veneration of Satan, 118.
120. 162, 163. 267. Their features, 161. Ther
towns, 265, 266. 320. 332.

Yunus, a government Tartar, 235.

Yusuff, a Christian merchant of Diarbekr, 208. 224.

Z.

Zab, the river (of the ancients), 314. 318, 319. 327. 330.
333. 357. 520.

Remboor, village of, 14.
hi, the first of the Attabegs, 75.
ah , lake of, at Orfah, 64.

Robeida, tomb of, at Bagdad, 404. 408. 547.
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